Idioms

Idioms are words, phrases, or expressions that have a meaning otherthan theliteral definition

of the words. They are fun and used daily, butisitimportant to understand what they actually
mean so you don’t get confused.

Idiom

Meaning

Example

A walkinthepark

Very easy

The testwas a walkinthe
park.

Don’tgiveup thedayjob

You’renotvery good at
something

You'rea terriblesinger.Don’t
giveup thedayjob.

Upatree

In a difficult situation

If you missthebus, you'll be
up a tree.

A chiponyourshoulder

Upsetaboutsomething that
happenedinthe past

Weargued aboutthatlast
year butyou’vestillgota chip
onyour shoulder.

A pieceofa cake

Somethingthatcan be
achievedvery easily

The interview was a piece of
cake.

All barkandno bite

When someoneisvery
aggressive but not willing to
engageina fight or argument

Despite being upset with the
other team, Mark was all bark
and no bite.

All inthesameboat

Everyoneisinthesame
situation

The entireclass did poorly on
the text. We'reallinthesame
boat.

Appleof my eye

Someonethatis cherished
aboveeveryoneelse

My new baby girlistheapple
of my eye.

Excusemy French

Excuse mefor cussing or using
badlanguage

You’ll have to excuse my
French.

Get up onthe wrongside of
the bed.

Someoneis having a terrible
day

Heis ina bad mood; he must
havegotup onthewrongside
of the bed today.

Gooutonalimb.

Takea chance.

He really wentouta limb by
hel ping his enemy.

Icingonthecake

When somethingis already
good, butyou get something
on top of that.

Theicingonthecakewas
when | won $100 after
winning the golf tournament.

Inthe heat of the moment

Overwhelmed by whatis
happening

Inthe heatof the moment, |
slammed my coffee cup on
the table.

Lend me your ear

To ask for someone’s full
attention

Julie, I’'mfeeling upset. Please
lend meyour ear.

Off the hook

Tonolonger haveto deal with
a tough situation

Despiteyour naughty
behaviour, I’'mletting you off




the hook.

Onthesamepage

Everyoneis inagreement

The meeting went well; we
were all on the same page.

Passthebuck

To avoid responsibility by
givingitto somebody else

He is a lazy employee because
he always passes the buck.

Pullingyourleg

Tricking someone

| wasn’tbeing serious—lwas
justpulling your leg!

Raining catsand dogs

Avery heavyrainstorm

The weatheris horrible! Itis
raining cats anddogs.

Run outof steam

Completely out of energy

After thatsoccer game, I've
completelyrun out of steam.

Smell something fishy

To detect thatsomethingisn’t

rightand thatthereisan
explanation forit

Why arethelights turned
out? | smell something fishy.

Southpaw

Someonewhois left-handed

The pitcher of the baseball
teamis a southpaw.

The ballisinyour court

Itis your decision this time

| already spoke to you about
this;nowtheballisinyour
court.

Tiethe knot

To get married

They aregoingtoJamaicato
tiethe knot.

To steal someone’s thunder

Totakecreditfor something
someoneelsedid

| created a beautiful
presentationandthen,in
front of everyone, hecame
and stole my thunder.

Til the cows come home

Averylongtime

Heis soboring; wewill be
sittinghere listening to him til
the cows come home.

Under the weather

Feelingsick

| amgoingto stay home today
becausel feel under the
weather.

Water under the bridge

Somethingthathappenedin
the pastthatisn’tsignificant
anymore

The fightthatwe had last
week is water underthe
bridge.

When pigs fly

Somethingthatwill never
happen

I’ll die my hair green when
pigs fly.

Let the catoutofthe bag

Tosharea secretthatwasn’t
meantto be shared

Patknows about his surprise
birthday party. Who let the
catoutofthebag?




