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An idiom is an expression that has a meaning apart from the meanings of its individual words.
For example: It's raining cats and dogs. Its literal meaning suggests that cats and dogs are falling from
the sky. We interpret it to mean that it is raining hard.

Unlike proverbs and similies, idioms have no fixed form and come in all sizes, shapes, and colors.
American English abounds with colorful idioms. New ones are added each day. An idiom usually
originates with a specific group - television, sailors, housewives, teachers, poets, or politicians - then
spreads to more general use by others.

They make great projects for art. Here's an example:
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In the next minute write down as many idioms as you can.



Name:

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

1. catch a cold

2. see eye to eye

3. under the weather

4. stuffed to the gills

5. out of the frying pan and into the fire

6. slow boat to China

7. nose to the grindstone

&. on pins and needles

9. fly off the handle

10. toot your own horn

11.piein thesky___~

12. head in the sand

13. lay down the law

14. bom yesterda

15. feel like a million

16. just what the doctor ordered

17. hold your horses

18. cat has your tongue

19. going bananas

20. bury the hatchet
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Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:
Leatchacold _ 2% Sits
Zseeeyetoeye () C COMGy
3. under the weather ./'\\3{\,?& C:q 'I {\? ]su,l‘}_[' :
4 stuffed to the gills g_ﬁ:\
S. out of the frying pan and into the fire _L.Q_Jprgi,;h.-f \ ?,{ e -l s i
6. slow boat to China 1'*( *}f(}u\j e ————t’
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7. nose to the grindstone k]? i e
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8. on pins and needles o j&’fj J:U‘_f rﬂ

9. fly off the handie_ (Y} G' LONYT
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10. toot your own homn %'I"k Nl

11. pie in the sky JT_D Q .-Cbi !‘

12. head in the sand _'._e:'.'j' Y il 'e'f_.h"f"
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13. lay down the law_1 ¢\l S0l e riy 1o DREAN

14. born vesterday | [\ ii Rl ‘f
15. feel like amillion_ Vi !¢ / "
16. just what the doctor ordered LULT,?){‘ Yoy

17. hold your horses_| 4 [ =

18. cat has your tongue
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19, going bananas G\L 1 [

20. bury the hatchet t[ N LD L



Name: Roxgnge

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

1. catch a cold Vou get sick
i i {

2. see eye to eye "’0 S0P 10 CAmMOn

3. under the weather {J[d’

4. stuffed to the gills_____ eyl

5. out of the frying pan and into the fire %‘: =
ac
6. slow boat to China pﬁi{}” SIQU

{
7. nose to the grindstone ‘ USiness
8. on pins and needles___ frusteats
9. fly off the handle lQﬁC ‘Q‘m fgmHe

10. toot your own horn {'Q lﬂ‘,ﬂu
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11. pie in the sk To angw) 1‘@ o Ttue
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12. head in the sand , 2 i :
E el hfie o
13. lay down the law ‘h‘f)ubl(’
14. born yesterda imtzmﬁl[p.
15. feel like a million tich

16. just what the doctor ordered |1~ *"‘,K;«‘{‘iili unat fou ,m‘ﬁc/

17. hold your horses J‘v,'tu‘lll'll

19. going bananas ? Qiln g Craz z
20. bury the hatchet 17 m Wo | g




Name: | .Ehf‘g-:: = 5@ _

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

. catch a cold _ﬁ_p_]l_w

2.seeeyetoeye_ i, Comen
3. under the weather <, &
4, stuffed to the gills pud 5o s eqp i

5. out of the frying pan and into the fire_ s, 4, pwh/e

6. slow boat to China el

7. nose to the grindstone <4</, § Sy

8. on pins and needles__ jn froct rg
9. fly offthe handle_; w4 54 hgad

10. toot your own horn b"g‘zﬁflla

leiEil‘lthﬁsky Jeckt ’P’b:-;,l.q.'f 4o Be free

12. head in the sand th Yo f b’ 3y the fanc ’“'
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14. born yesterday  peps burp .
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I5. feel like a million__r ¢k
16. just what the doctor ordered Engﬁgglq; ey fuw e’
17. hold your horses_ PIVE ALY .

18. cat has your tongue ;.—;.?J—

19. going bananas tea CHAEF
— it -

20, bury the hatchet _maf ¢ vy
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Name: )\, 'v/[A A/

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

1. catch a cold _é} ‘\' S\( ¥-
2.seeeye toeye |\ ‘ DY ;‘{\“\0\“\
3. under the weather S‘{C L\ '("()4 p’\d

4. stuffed to the gills _C—\ )\ )
5. out of the frying pan and into the fire (Q)0Y ¢ 1TDU\L\e

6.slowboatto China_{ Il e (pe ey A%

7. nose to the grindstone lé c (U & b\)'b\&
8. on pins and needles _-_Eu_w_

!
9.1y offthe handle_ {004 Lin & ¥thpei
10. tootyourownhomg\/\/\l\'\\LLr\fJ) %UJF e M-
11. pie in the sky )ﬂ) O\%C\ Q- €S '

12. head in the sand CY\‘{D( O\ RZan g AURAL (B
13. lay down the law dO Wihvw e \b\’* /‘
14. born yesterda; Emeinye

15. fel ke & ilion X‘LE\ it

16. just what the doctor ordcredmu ‘f,l

17. hold your horses V\“\d D \ \ .
18. cat has your tongue f M\L JQI l K |
19. going bananas ﬂb) m { i

20. bury the hatchet ﬂq QA Y U‘E’




Name: Wtno!)

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

1. catch a cold “:'utl"““

2. see eye to eye L\.A:nu-.-}h

3, under the weather 5.t

4. stuffed to the gills_§,\\

5. out of the frying pan and into the fire__ x vl
6. slow boat to China 4 Lot

7. nose to the grindstone V. ‘-p}

8. on pins and needles W ueX

9. fly off the handle . Loz ¥

10. toot your own hormn \J{g.e 1n4,

11. piein the sky & ﬁ.m'ﬁ-. dv_ e Mof

12. head in the sand Ml‘b\/

13. lay down the law gl b, boovs. ‘o,
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15. feel like a million ,, ¢ |

16. just what the doctor ordered fug ! Ly S‘
I

17. hold your horses__ v wnip
3

18. cat has your tongue L'ﬂl"‘" NN

19. going bananas '\,{""T"h\x\

20. bury the hatchet &uﬁ._.r'c
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Name: ,/ /;/( 5 2

Directions: Write the meanings of these frequently used idioms:

lLcatchacold _ ¢ /7 &/a/K

2. see eye to eye :5“, 16 (araess
3. under the weather -/, 2 Lad

4. stuffed to the gills_7%//

o
5. out of the frying pan and into the fire __yp, £/4

6. slow boat to China {5/ river
/ﬁ/’ ’né LHvy &
7nosetothegnndstone 4/_’:4/7(,5
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8. on pins and needles - #z = 4/ & 0/
9. fly off the handle. /) <2 fZﬂ'Zl‘(/

10. toot your own horn ZIZ/?”' /’;‘i
11. pie in the sky WA Zoed At Aue

12. head in-the sand Zq-‘,n i q

13. lay down the law (/o SIAe & / /o

14. born yesterdaL 7} p e, L

15. feel like a million_ (2, Ze ’éc/ /
16. just what the doctor ordered ﬁ' e ”pV cod

17. hold your horses [7 / Vik £

£y ,/ - ’ p
18. cathasyourtonguc A/,/?n s //\'. pig it

/
19. going bananas {72 #

20. bury the hatchet /712K o /7/9






