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Kate Chopin’s “The Storm”
· 1898
· subtitle:  ‘A Sequel to “The ‘Cadian Ball”’
· sequel to “The ‘Cadian Ball” (1892)

· Alcee Laballiere (planter) = 

· prevented from running off with the “Spanish vixen” (Calixta) 

· by Clarisse, who claimed him for herself

· yet, “The Storm” was not published until 1969
· multiple storms
· actual natural storms

· symbolic storms

· of passion

· (see “The Story of an Hour”)
· husband = Bobinôt
· son = Bibi (4)
· wife = Calixta (blue eyes, blonde hair)
· married 5 years

I

· father & son at store (Friedheimer’s)

· father talks to son as an adult (“perfect equality”) ( Bibi is not afraid of the storm

· they wait out the storm

· Bibi is afraid for his mother 

· Bobinôt assures him she’ll be fine (IRONY)

· Bobinôt buys her a can of shrimp (true love) (IRONY)

II

· Calixta at home (simultaneously)

· sewing on the sewing machine

· (“furiously” – working self into sweat) 

· her passion? her repressed, frustrated passion??

· no concern for son & husband (indifferent?) (completely into/lost in sewing?)

· realized a storm was coming ( closed doors & windows

· retrieve Bobinôt’s Sunday clothes airing outside ( sees Alcee Laballiere ride by

· *natural progression of events*

· he wants to wait on her porch while the storm rolls over

· BUT storm = too intense & he MUST come inside

· hints:  

· she gets into sewing, no mind to son & husband

· she’s hot & sweaty

· Calixta & Alcee Laballiere have a history (she hasn’t seen him much, never alone)

· she’s sexy

· bedroom door is open, her bed

· she & Bibi sleep there (not Bobinôt, his own room??)

· “w/its white, monumental bed, its closed shutters, looked dim & mysterious”

· Calixta & Bobinôt = married 5 years
· she’s put on some weight (BUT lost none of her vivacity)

· (marriage = bad)

· he helps her out

· she = SEXY

· blue eyes

· storm-blown hair

· storm of passion brewing
· outside storm

· alone, inside, together

· allure of the bedroom

· heat/humidity of closed home

· standing behind her at the window

· blindness:  

· rain & mist/fog obscured the immediate distance (seclusion)

· lightening = “blinding glare”

· lightening scares her backward into his (eager) arms

· unresolved feelings

· “had aroused all the old-time infatuation & desire for her flesh”

· “it reminded him of Assumption” 

· (the Parish setting in “The ‘Cadian Ball”)

· 1st she’s worried @ Bobinôt & Bibi

· then she’s worried @ just Bibi

· then the house

· her fear of the storm, her blue eyes…( KISS

· Assumption
· their past

· they kissed & kissed…

· “…to save her he would resort to a desperate flight.  If she was not an immaculate dove in those days, she was still inviolate; a passionate creature whose very defenselessness had made her defense, against which his honor forbade him to prevail.”

· Honor:  her virginity, he didn’t want to take advantage of her

· Sexist:  she = “defenseless” & he = has to think for them both??

· IRONY:  But “now […] her lips seemed in the manner free to be tasted”

· Where’s the “honor” in sleeping w/another man’s wife??

· double-standard? hypocrisy??

· SEX

· room = “mystery”

· she = white (“lily”, “white flame”)

· her flesh = “knowing for the 1st time its birthright”????

· he’d never known such passion before (in himself)

· MYSTERY
· her bedroom

· the unresolved mystery of sex w/him & her

· “life’s mystery”

· Storm = over

· storm of passion = over

· post-sex sleep

· want to, need to

· BUT

· “But they dare not yield.”

· IRONY: 

·  they yield to sex, but not to sleep

· They know it was WRONG (since afraid to get caught)

III

· he leaves (she laughs #2 – we get the sense that she hadn’t in a while)

· IRONY:  Bibi & Bobinôt stopped at “the cistern to make themselves presentable”

· Bibi had on good pants, mud on pants & collar

· they = afraid of Calixta, her being mad at them for getting muddy while walking home after a storm

· she = “an over-scrupulous housewife”

· they enter by the back door

· she’s in a good mood

· his fear of her:  explanations & apologies, practiced all the way home

· (IRONY – “Prodigal Son” return)

· practiced speech

· unnecessary

· greeted w/love & kisses

· (BUT…)

· IRONY:  the shrimps
· “Oh, Bobinôt! You too good for anything!”

· 3 laughed loudly through their “feast”

· IRONY:  their laughing could be heard as far away as Laballiere’s place

· Was her laughter real (storm = good)

· Was her laughter forced/faked (guilty conscience, trying to hide her guilt –storm = bad)

IV

· Alcee writes to his wife (Clarisse) w/the babies in Biloxi

· Letter = “loving, full of tender solicitude”

· like Calixta’s laughter?  (reaction formation, guilty conscience)

· like Calixta’s laughter (storm = good)

· they could stay a month longer, if she wanted

· he was “getting on nicely” (IRONY)

· ?? Is he planning on having a repeat performance w/ Calixta??

· ?? Is he just feeling better having resolved the unresolved feelings??

V
· Clarisse:  happy in Biloxi
· glad for the separation
· seeing old friends & acquaintances
· “the first free breath since her marriage”

· too much SEX??

· she needed a break from their “intimate conjugal life”
· Storm = good
· “So the storm passed and every one was happy.”
· time-outs, breaks, separation = GOOD for marriages
__________________________________________________________________________________________
STYLE

· So Chopin:

· setting (regional, names, dialects)
· woman’s sexual repression
· woman’s release of sexual frustration
· woman = sexual being, own thoughts, feelings, desires
· marriage = stifling
· short short story
· STRUCTURE

· structure = storm
· 1 short section:  build up
· storm = longest part
· 2 short sections:  fades away
· IRONY

· verbal irony
· irony of situation
· dramatic irony
· THEMES

· marriage = 
· stifling (like high humidity before a summer storm)
· needs a break every once in a while
· “storms” = GOOD
· renew, rejuvenate, replenish
· release built-up tensions (build up over time & need to be released)
· their history, unresolved feelings
· her too-eager sewing
· her “over-scrupulous housewife”
· her laughter afterwards
· his letter
· her relief
· storms = BAD

· guilty consciences

· reaction formation laughter

· knew it was wrong

· his plan to do it again
· PSYCHOLOGY:

· repression,, suppression, built-up frustrations
· sexual repression
· reaction formation
· guilty conscience
