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	Stage 1 - Desired Results

	Established Goals:
Content Goals:
1.  RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

2. 
RL8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts
3. 
RL 8.6 Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader(e.g. created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor

4. 
W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant content.
5. 
W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose and audience (Grade specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3)

6. 
SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one on one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

7. 
L.8.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking


	Understandings:

Students will understand
1. 
the central idea of a text, the relationship between characters and an overall summary of the text.
2. 
why the author uses specific word choices.

3. 
character point of view as well as the use of irony through character actions.
4. 
convey their ideas through organized writing.

5. 
how to write for an appropriate task and audience.
6. 
how to convey their ideas through speech.
7. 
the command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

	Essential Questions:
1. 
How can relationships among characters parallel relationships in your own life?

2. 
How does tone and word choice affect the way your write?

3. 
How does point of view effect how we deal with real life situations?
4. 
In what ways do we use writing to convey our ideas in everyday life?

5. 
Why is it important to organize writing and consider audience when you write?
6. 
What are characteristics of an effective communicator?

7. 
How do we communicate effectively to convey our message in speech and written expression?

	Students will know
1. 
the central idea of a text, the relationship between characters and an overall summary of the text.

2. 
why the author uses specific word choices.

3. 
character point of view as well as the use of irony through character actions.

4. 
convey their ideas through organized writing.

5. 
how to write for an appropriate task and audience.

6. 
how to convey their ideas through speech.

7. 
how to use the English language to when speaking or writing.
	Students will be able to
1. 
determine the central idea of a text, and the relationship between characters and an overall summary of the text. 

2. 
determine why the author uses specific word choices.

3. 
analyze point of view as well as the use of irony through character actions.

4. 
write and convey their ideas through speech.
5. 
produce and write for an appropriate task and audience.

6. 
engage in collaborative and age appropriate discussions.

7. 
demonstrate the command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking


	Unit Enduring Understanding:
An author can share their opinion and message through a theme so that students can understand what the message of a text is. 

	Unit Question:
How do authors present their ideas through theme and character development?



	Stage 2 - Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks: 
Goal- Your task is to write and perform a television show that encompasses one of the themes from “The Giver.” The goal is to produce a 5 minute television show that will be performed in front of a live studio audience. 
Role-Your role is a television writer and actor. You have been asked to write a grammatically correct television show that will demonstrate in small groups your knowledge of figurative language, theme and character relationships. 
Audience- Your audience is the live studio audience of our classroom. 
Situation- The context you find yourself is a writer and actor for a television show where you need to write an episode encompassing the theme and character relationships relating to the story “The Giver.”
Product- You will create a written script and perform the script with your small group.
Standards- Your written and oral presentation will be grade based on an attached rubric.   

	Key Criteria: 
Television Show Script and Performance
Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

CATEGORY 

5

3-4

2

0

Focus on Assigned Topic 

The television script is related to the assigned topic and allows the reader to understand much more about the topic. 

Most of the television script is related to the assigned topic. The script wanders off at one point, but the reader can still learn something about the topic. 
Some of the television script is related to the assigned topic, but a reader does not learn much about the topic. 

No attempt has been made to relate the script to the assigned topic. 

Spelling and Punctuation 

There are no spelling or punctuation errors in the final draft. Character and place names that the author invented are spelled consistently throughout. 
There is one spelling or punctuation error in the final draft. 

There are 2-3 spelling and punctuation errors in the final draft. 

The final draft has more than 3 spelling and punctuation errors. 

Solution/Resolution 

The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is logical. There are no loose ends. 

The solution to the character's problem is easy to understand, and is somewhat logical. 

The solution to the character's problem is a little hard to understand. 

No solution is attempted or it is impossible to understand. 

Theme 

The theme directly relates to one of the themes of "The Giver" 

The theme relates somewhat to the theme of "The Giver" 

The theme relates only minimally to the theme of "The Giver" and the connection is not clear. 

The theme does not relate at all to the theme of "The Giver" 

Creativity 

The script contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The authors have really used their imagination. 

The script contains a few creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The authors have used their imagination. 

The script contains a few creative details and/or descriptions, but they distract from the story. The authors have tried to use his imagination. 
There is little evidence of creativity in the script. The authors do not seem to have used much imagination. 

Presentation 

The actors present in clear and loud voices. 

The actors are loud but sometimes hard to understand. 

The actors do not speak to the audience but rather to their papers, making them hard to understand. 

The actors do not speak clearly, and are not loud enough to be heard. 



	Other Evidence: 


	Before

Text Vocabulary Schema/Mind’s eye graphic organizer- Students will complete a graphic organizer based on a list of words from the novel and the prior knowledge the word provokes by placing the word in one of four categories picture, prediction, present a question, or 
Vocabulary Chart- Students will complete a chart identifying the synonyms, antonyms and use the words correctly in a sentence. 
Irony Lesson- Students will complete guided notes based on the three types of irony. Students will the listen to the story “Walter the Farting Dog” to recognize dramatic irony.  
Discussion- Students will engage in a discussion about predictions they have for the novel based on a list of vocabulary words activating schema.


	During

Comprehension Questions- Students will complete comprehension questions throughout the course of the story
Students will journal about their social society they engage in at school and at home. Students will be given a variety of topics at the beginning of several class periods based on journal prompts that engage them in personal thought relating to the story.
Summarizing in small chunks of text- Students will be asked in small groups to summarize and analyze what they have read.
Figurative Language Game- Students will engage in a game where they have to give examples and help teammates to guess the type of figurative language they are using before the other team does. 
Catch word/pass word game-Students will use vocabulary words to play a password game using synonyms, antonyms and definitions.
Exit Cards-students will complete short questions and ask any remaining questions they have about the work for the day. 
Irony Quiz game- They will then view a short clip from teacher tube 
Discussion- Students will discuss the novel with probing questions from me.  They will share their ideas in small group as well as in a whole class setting.


	After

Comprehension test/ Analyzing passages meaning- Students will complete a test, as well as analyze passages and answer several essay questions.
Figurative Language/Irony Quiz- Students will complete a quiz demonstrating their knowledge of figurative language and irony.
Script Writing- Students will write their own television show in small groups using one of the themes from “The Giver” 
Presentation- Students will present their television scripts to their audience. 

	Describe the assessment/s and state the prompt if applicable.          x F     x S


	
	

	
	
	

	What type of scoring tools will be used for evaluation?


	
	

	X Analytic rubric          
□ Checklist

□ Holistic rubric
□ Answer Key


□ Criterion rubric   
□ Other
	
	

	
	
	

	Student Self-Assessment and Reflection:

Students will complete a rubric based on how they think their product and performance was. They will also have an opportunity to complete a written reflection about their peers in the group.  



	Stage 3 - Learning Plan

	Differentiated Instruction:
Required Activities: 
Read/listen and follow along while the book is read. 

Participate in class discussion about the book. 

Level C: All students will complete #1 and choose 3 more activities to complete for a total of 50 points
     1. 
Students will engage in a schematic activity designed to spark interest in the novel. = 20 points

     2. 
Students will write ten sentences using one new vocab word in each sentence = 10 points
     3. 
Students will make ten flash cards for literary terms we have covered in previous lessons. Term on one side (write it LARGE, in marker), definition on the other. Teacher can quiz you, or you can use them to quiz the class =10 points

     4. 
Create a poster that illustrates the significance  of the novel’s title = 10 points

     5. 
Summarize one of the chapters using transitions and a strong topic sentence = 10 points

     6. 
Construct a timeline of events in the book. From what happened first to what happened last. = 10 points

Level B:  Complete all of the following for a total of 50 points
     1.
Create a Facebook page for Jonas with a profile picture, cover photo and three status updates  = 20 points
     2.
Write an alternate ending for one chapter.  Needs to be at least two paragraphs. = 20 points

     3. 
Make up a 10 question worksheet for the book. Provide an answer key. = 10 points
Level C: Complete GRASP and Unit test for a total of 100 points

     1. 
Novel test = 70 points

     2. 
Small group project = 30 points

Grading Scale:
A+
200 pts

A
185-199

A-
179-184

B+
173-178

B
165-172

B-
159-164

C+
153-158

C
145-152

C-
139-144
D+
133-138

D
125-132

D-
119-124

F
118 and below  

	Learning Activities: 
Where are we going? – Students will gain a deeper understanding of enduring themes and morals in literature through the reading of “The Giver” by Lois Lowry.  They will also explore literary terms such as irony, simile and metaphors. 
Why?  Because students will be empowered with knowledge of themes and genre through the reading and writing. Students will be able to understand how to support their opinions and conclusions from the text through use of the novel. 

What is expected? Students will be able to spot figurative language in their lives, as well as understand theme and recognize a utopian society. 

Hook/Hold- Students will recognize that there is a theme present in everything they read.  Students will complete a graphic organizer based on a list of words from the novel and the prior knowledge the word provokes by placing the word in one of four categories picture, prediction, present a question, or

Equip- Students will be equipped to succeed through building on prior knowledge of reading and novel studies in my classroom.  They will learn about key concepts, theme, and figurative language through daily reading, and mini lessons. 
Rethink/Revise- Students will be able to rethink and revise their work and understanding through exit cards, daily assignments, and class discussions.

Evaluate- Students will evaluate their learning through a rubric and written reflection. They will participate in a series of journals, and class discussions as well.

Tailor - Learning will be tailored by using differentiated instruction using various activities and teaching styles and modified for all IEP/ESL students including accommodations to provide extended time and group work when possible.  
Organize- The learning will build upon the story as we read the novel.  Each level of learning will build upon each the last through the differentiated instruction listed above.  


	Essential Vocabulary

	Theme- a unifying or dominant idea, motif, etc., as in a work of art. 

Character- the aggregate of features and traits that form the individual nature of some person or thing. 

Plot- Also called storyline. The plan, scheme, or main story of a literary or dramatic work, as a play, novel, or short story. 

Setting- the surroundings or environment  of anything
Irony- a technique of indicating, as through character or plot development, an intention or attitude opposite to that which is actually or ostensibly stated. 

Allusion- the act or practice of making a casual or indirect reference to something; the act of alluding.
Tone- a quality, feeling, or attitude expressed by the words that someone uses in speaking or writing.
Simile- a figure of speech in which two unlike things are explicitly compared, as in “she is like a rose.”
Metaphor- a figure of speech in which a term or phrase is applied to something to which it is not literally applicable in order to suggest a resemblance, as in “A mighty fortress is our God.”
Personification- the attribution of human nature or character to animals, inanimate objects, or abstract notions, especially as a rhetorical figure. 



	Sequencing the Learning

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Introduce Utopian society
Students will complete level C schematic activity 

Students will journal on the topic: my favorite memory from my childhood is….because

As a class read chapter one

	Students will journal on the topic: Do you think it is odd two only assign two children to a family? Why or Why not?
Students will complete the vocabulary chart identifying synonyms and antonyms
In small groups assigned by me students will read chapter 2
	Students will complete comprehension questions in partners for chapter 1 and 2
Students will listen as I read chapter 3

Students will complete one of the activities from 

level C

For homework students will read chapter 4


	As a class we will discuss chapters 
3 and 4 

Students will engage in a mini lesson about irony taking guided notes, then they will listen as I read “Walter the Farting Dog” as an example of dramatic irony

Students will listen as I read chapter 5 if we run out of time they will read the rest for homework
	Students will journal on the topic: why would society want to repress “the stirrings” of young adults by taking a pill?
Students will engage in an irony quiz game

Students will in small groups discuss chapter five questions.  Each group will be responsible for presenting one answer to the class

Students will read chapter 6 in their small literature groups



	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Journal topic: How do you think you would feel if you were assigned a job for the rest of your life at age 12? What if they assigned you a job you didn’t like? How would you deal with that?

Students will answer comprehension questions about chapter 6

Students will listen as I read chapter 7 aloud. 

Students will complete another activity for level C

	Students will engage in a catch word/password game based on vocabulary

Students will finish their final level C activity


	Students will read in their literature circles chapter 8

Students will discuss as a class chapters 7 and 8

Students will use technology to research and type up paragraphs on the author Lois Lowry for the 1st Level B activity

Students will read chapter 9 for homework
	As a class students will discuss in small groups chapter 9, answering a list of questions I have about the novel

Students will listen and follow along as I read chapter 10 and 11

Students will complete an exit card 

	Students will finish their first level B activity 

Students will engage in a review for a quiz



	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Students will complete a quiz on chapters 1-11

Students in their literature circles will read chapter 12

Students will complete the second level B activity

	Students will engage in a lesson about figurative language by taking guided notes, doing a gallery walk and listening to a figurative language rap


	Students will complete a journal: what is Jonas starting to see? How do you know? 

Students will complete a figurative language/ irony quiz

Students will listen as I read chapter 13

Students will read chapter 14 for homework


	Students will complete comprehension questions for chapters 13 and 14 in partners

Students will complete their last level B activity


	Students will complete a journal entry 

Students listen as I read chapter 15

In literature groups students will read chapter 16

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Students will engage in a discussion about chapters 15 and 16 

Students will present the answer to one question that I assign to the group

Students will listen as I read chapter 17

In pairs students will begin reading chapter 18 whatever is not done will be completed for homework


	Students will complete comprehension questions for 17 and 18

Students will read in literature circles chapter 19

Students will journal on the prompt: What does Jonas experience when he sees the release? How does he feel about his father afterward?
	Students will listen to me read chapter 20

Students will engage in small group discussions 

Students will engage in jigsaw about utopian society

Students will read chapter 21 for homework
	Students will read chapter 22 in literature circles

Students will rewrite a chapter ending for any of the chapters we’ve read so far
	Students will listen to me read chapter 23

Students will engage in a review game  for the novel test

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	Students will complete level A novel test

Introduce group project based on rubric
	Level A 

Students will begin working in small groups on their scripts and get teacher approval 


	Level A

Students will continue working on their scripts and begin rehearsing
	Groups will begin presenting their scripts to the class
	Students will finish presenting their project scripts and complete their self-reflection
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