LITERARY TERMS
FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE  is not meant to be taken literally.  Writers, especially poets, use figurative language to help readers see things in new ways
.
The following types of figurative language are called FIGURES OF SPEECH:

HYPERBOLE – an exaggerated statement used to heighten effect and make a point (Example: “I love the whole world”!)

SIMILE – a direct statement using the words “like”, “as”, or “than”.  (Example:  “The fog was as thick as soup”).

METAPHOR – speaking of something as if it were something else…doesn’t use “like”, “as” or “than”. (Example:  “It was raining cats and dogs.”)
PERSONIFICATION –  a type of figurative language  in which objects or nonhuman subjects are given human qualities. (Example:  “The sun smiled down on us”.)
ALLITERATION – Repetition of initial consonant sounds. (Example: “Betty baked bread badly”.)

ONOMATOPOEIA – The use of words that imitate sounds.  (Example: whirr, thud, sizzle, hiss).

IRONY – Irony is a term for what is expected to happen and what really does happen. ( Example:  An Olympic gold medal swimming champion drowns)

       Irony can be verbal – the OPPOSITE of what you intend to mean.

                   (Example:  “Oh, great” …when you mean something is lame)

       Irony can be dramatic – a contradiction between what a character 

                    thinks and what the reader/audience know to be true

