Irony: definitions
Discuss these definitions of irony and decide which are the most productive when considering Elfriede Jelinek’s Die Liebhaberinnen.

1. A state of affairs or an event that seems deliberately contrary to what one expects and is often wryly amusing as a result

2. A literary technique by which the full significance of a character’s words or actions is clear to the audience or reader although unknown to the character
3. An incongruity between a situation in a fictional work and the accompanying words or actions that is understood by the audience but not by the characters in the work
4. An expression or utterance marked by a deliberate contrast between apparent and intended meaning.

Sarcasm

· Irony employed in the service of mocking or attacking someone
· The use of remarks that clearly mean the opposite of what they say, made in order to hurt someone's feelings or to criticize something in a humorous way

Satire

· A literary work holding up human vices and follies to ridicule or scorn
· Trenchant wit, irony, or sarcasm used to expose and discredit vice or folly
