Irony & Theme Notes

Irony – conveying a message that is opposite or different from what is expected 

1. Verbal irony using words to say something different from what you mean (sarcasm – saying the opposite of what you believe) “What lovely weather we are having” “Adultery John” 
2. Dramatic irony is when an audience perceives something that a character in the literature does not know, characters don’t understand their situation (scary movie) (Romeo & Juliet) 
3. Situational irony a discrepancy between the expected result in a situation and what actually happens (The proposal) 

A. Find 5 examples of Irony in the crucible and Make a statement about why the author is using this technique 

	Examples of Irony

1. Situational irony - The girls’ witchcraft prank and false accusations turns into mass hysteria and results in the death of 23 people.


	Thesis – Why does message does Arthur Miller convey through his use of irony?

1. Arthur Miller uses the situation of lies developing into hysteria to convey the individual and psychological danger of following the masses in thought and behavior. 


B. What Themes are evident in the Crucible? Find 3 Themes - Provide Evidence from the Text. 

	Thematic Topic 
	Theme 
	Thesis 
	Evidence 

	A Universal behavior or value 
	The message about the universal behavior or value 
	Your statement about the significance of the theme and its effect (what you plan to prove and how/why)
	A quote from the text that displays this idea 

	Self identity, self discovery
	Loyalty to one’s beliefs and values can lead to inner peace and contentment.
	Napoleon Dynamite never compromises his integrity or belief system and ultimately attains inner peace and contentment.
	Napoleon Dynamite 

Embodies inner strength when he confronts the student crowd at the dance contest and competes without apprehension. 

	Deceit 


	Deceit is powerful form of human behavior that can damage the reputation of others 
	In Arthur Miller’s the crucible, deceit is used as a tool of power to convey the hypocrisy and ramifications of finding truth in a society built on deception.  
	Putnam convinces Parris to blame the hysteric action of the girls on witchcraft, instead of waiting to be judged by others in society, stating, “wait for no one to charge you – declare it yourself.” (p. 15) 


