LESSON PLAN: Introduction to Law I

TIME:

50 minutes

MATERIALS NEEDED:
Overhead slides of pictures of law





Blank overheads for lists & overhead markers (or chalk)





Note cards for student info

GOALS:

· Create comfortable, collegial atmosphere between students / teachers

· To identify laws in students’ daily lives

· To recognize and question the need for laws

· To recognize and question the values laws protect

OBJECTIVES:


Knowledge:

· Recognize four basic values protected by law (economic, social, moral, and political)

· Understand that people’s definition of these values can differ

· Correlate laws to the values they aim to protect

Skills:

· Brainstorming skills

· Confidence in speaking before peers

· Form and articulate opinions

Attitude:

· Laws are an important part of all of our lives.

· Laws protect people.

· Laws are created by people, and everyone has an opportunity to affect their creation.

· There are appropriate ways to challenge laws.

· Respectful inquiry and debate are an important part of democracy.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES:

A. Slideshow
a. Quick intro: introduce ourselves; street law – 
i. The point of this class is to understand your legal rights, like what to do if you’re stopped by the police, if the stereo you just bought breaks, if you get a traffic, ticket  if you have to deal with child protective services or juvenile, … basically, to understand better how law works, how to navigate our legal system.  And any other legal topics you want to know about, we can cover here.
b. Slideshow – “We’ll be showing you a series of pictures and we’ll ask you what laws you see in action as we go along.  So just call it out.  
(If nobody talks, ask each person and go around the room.)
i. Write on board (“criminal/civil” in separate columns)
1. list the laws in the appropriate columns
ii. Go through each law and ask what the purpose is (morality, safety, protect property, fairness, public health, order and stability, protect human rights/minority rights).  
Economic: accumulation, preservation, use, and distribution of wealth

Social: values that are important to us as a society

Political: the relationship between government and people

Moral: fundamental values of “right” and “wrong” (this could spur a debate or questions)

1. what is the purpose of this law?
2. what is it protecting or protecting against?
B. Break for Cards!  

· Name

· Year in school

· Email (if they have it)

· Info about them

· Favorite band or artist/movie/after-school activity

· What do you want to learn in this class?

· A question for us – your teachers

C. While they’re filling out cards, write on board:

a. class expectations:

Be respectful.

Be inquisitive.

Be thoughtful.

Ask questions.

Share opinions.

b. class goals:

Develop critical thinking

Develop advocacy skills

Mock trial

Improvement and effort are what count

D. Case Study – J.S.’s Website, 757 A.2d 412 (Pa.Commw.Ct. 2000)

J. S. was permanently expelled by Bethlehem Area School because of his website which was created at home.  The site displayed a picture of the student’s algebra teacher with her head cut off, blood dripping from her neck, and her face morphing into Hitler’s and solicited contributions to defray the cost of a hit man to kill the teacher.  After viewing the site, the teacher lost weigh, had trouble sleeping and was unable to return to the classroom.  The website repeatedly used vulgar language in reference to interactions between the principal and another school’s principal.  

Through an anonymous e-mail, a teacher learned of the web-site and promptly reported it to a teacher featured on the website, who proceeded to view portions of the site. Mr. Kartsotis then convened a faculty meeting and informed it that there was a problem in the school, but he did not disclose the nature of it.  Student continued to attend classes and participate in extra-curricular activities. Student voluntarily removed the web-site approximately one week after the teacher became aware of it.

J.S. and his parents sued the school district.  They claimed that his expulsion was a violation of his first amendment rights to free speech.

To limit the right to freedom of expression the schools must prove direct and immediate effect on the discipline or general welfare of the school.

a. Brainstorm list of important facts – write on the board

b. READ 1st Amendment of constitution (in Street Law textbook) – let’s see if this student will have the protections of the first amendment in school. 

c. TEACH – plaintiff, defendant definitions

d. GIVE INSTRUCTIONS

i. We will break out into groups of (4-6) (half = attorneys for the defense and ½ for the plaintiff) (odd = prosecution)

ii. “Come up with a list of arguments (at least 5) and we will be asking one of you to present to the class.”  Have one person to write them down, be the secretary for the group.

iii. You’ll have 5 minutes to talk.  Count the students off 

e. Start with group 1 – prosecution, etc… with one reason.

f. At the end of the group presentations, 

i. Ask them all to be “judges” and vote for the school or the student

g. Outcome – the court held that this was not a violation of the 1st amendment under this modified standard of first amendment rights in public school.
h. Questions

i. Was this criminal or civil?

1. TEACH definitions of criminal vs. civil laws

ii. Should the law be changed or have exceptions?

iii. Why are there different laws for when you’re in school and when you’re not in school?

iv. What are your rights as students – backpack searches, locker searches, speech in your homework, speech while at school, speech while not at school?

i. THE LAW is all around you (remember the slides?)…and you have different rights and obligations as a student.  This class will explore how the laws affect us and how we can have an effect on the laws.

E. Assignment: (write on board)
a. Drafting a new law exercise

b. Come up with a new idea for a law that does not now exist.

Example law: $10,000 fine for cell phone ringing in a movie theater

c. “Write two arguments for and two arguments against the passage of the law.”

F. Evaluation

· Discussion and answers to question during debrief of slideshow

· Discussion and answers during the case study debrief

· Answers to assignment
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