
PERSONIFICATION

Personification is a figure of speech in which an idea
or thing is given human attributes and/or feelings or
is spoken of as if it were human. Personification is a
common form of metaphor in that human
characteristics are attributed to nonhuman things.
This allows writers to create life and motion within
inanimate objects, animals, and even abstract ideas
by assigning them recognizable human behaviors
and emotions.
Personification is a literary device found often in
children’s literature. This is an effective use of
figurative language because personification relies on
imagination for understanding. Of course, readers
know at a logical level that nonhuman things cannot
feel, behave, or think like humans. However,
personifying nonhuman things can be an interesting,
creative, and effective way for a writer to illustrate a
concept or make a point.

For example, in his picture book, “The Day the
Crayons Quit,” Drew Daywalt uses personification to
allow the crayons to express their frustration at how



they are (or are not) being used. This literary device
is effective in creating an imaginary world for
children in which crayons can communicate like
humans.

Common Examples of Personification:-

Here are some examples of personification that may
be found in everyday expression:

● My alarm yelled at me this morning.
● I like onions, but they don’t like me.
● The sign on the door insulted my intelligence.
● My phone is not cooperating with me today.
● That bus is driving too fast.


