Pronouns

I. Definitions:
A.  A pronoun is a word that takes the place of a noun; therefore, it can  

      replace a person, place, thing, or idea.
B. An antecedent is the word that the pronoun replaces.

     antecedent                                           pronoun
Ex. Susie    is   a  teacher.     She  is   nice.

C. The person of a pronoun tells about who is speaking.  

1.  A first person pronoun is the speaker.

   Ex:     I, we, me, us, my, mine, our, ours, myself, ourselves
2.  A second person pronoun is being spoken to.

    Ex:   you, your, yours, yourself, yourselves
3.   A third person pronoun is being spoken about.

     Ex:   he, she, it, they, him, her, them, hers, his, its, their, theirs, himself, 
             herself, itself, themselves
 D.  Pronouns can also be singular or plural.

 II. Personal Pronouns

There are four cases of pronouns.  The pronoun case determines what the pronoun is allowed to do in a sentence.

A. Nominative
     1.  Nominative pronouns can be used as subjects or predicate nouns.

           Subject                    

Ex.     He   is   my   friend. 

                              Predicate Noun                                                                                        

Ex.   My  friend  is   he.


2.  There are eight Nominative pronouns.


B. Objective
     1. Objective pronouns can be used as direct objects, indirect objects, and objects   

          of the preposition.

                                                        Direct Object


Ex. Mary   saw   him.
                                                       Indirect Object


Ex. Mary  gave   him  a  gift.

                                                                 Object of the Preposition

        Ex. Mary  talked  to  him.

        2. There are eight Objective Case pronouns.

C. Possessive
    1. A possessive pronoun shows ownership.  

    2. Possessives can be either pronouns or adjectives.  They are adjectives 
        if they point out a noun.

                   Pronoun

Ex. Mine is a beagle.

              Adj.
Ex. My beagle is big.

     3. There are fourteen possessive pronouns.


D. Compound Personal Pronouns-Reflexive or Intensive
     1. These eight pronouns can be used for emphasis (intensive-unnecessary to the meaning of the sentence) or to refer back to someone or something (reflexive).


Ex. of intensive:    I, myself, had that idea.


Ex. of reflexive:   I gave myself a headache.

III. Other Types of Pronouns

A. Demonstrative pronouns
     1. Demonstrative pronouns refer to distance and point out a specific noun.
     2. There are four: this, that, these, those.

     3. This and these refer to things that are near.
     4. That and those refer to things that are far.

 B.  Interrogative pronouns
      1. Interrogative pronouns are used to ask questions.
      2. There are five: who, whom, whose, which, what.
      3. You will know that these are interrogative pronouns because when you use 
          them, the answer will be a noun.
         Ex. Who will be at the party?  Sam will.

 C.  Relative Pronouns
    1. Relative pronouns are used to connect a smaller sentence part to a main  

        sentence. Relative pronouns can NEVER start a sentence.  They come after a 
        noun and introduce a subordinate clause.
    2.  The relative pronoun begins a small sentence-like structure that is called a 
         relative pronoun.

    3.  There are five relative pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, and that.

    4.   In the examples, the underlined part is called a relative clause.

 Ex:  The man that I know is tall.


 Ex:  The person whom I met is interesting.

          Ex:  The poem, whose writer is unknown, is well-written.

          Ex:  I figured out the answer which was hard to do.

          Ex:  I like the play that was performed.
D.  Indefinite Pronouns
     1. Indefinite pronouns refer to a person, place, thing, or idea that may or may not 

         be specifically named.

     2. These indefinite pronouns are singular: anybody, anyone, anything, each, 
         either, everybody, everyone, everything, neither, no one, nobody, nothing, 

         somebody, someone, something, 
     3. Plural indefinite pronouns: both, few, many, several

     4. Singular or plural: all, any, most, none, some
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