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Pronoun and Antecedent
What is a pronoun?

A pronoun is a word which takes the place of a noun or stands in for an unknown noun. The noun which the pronoun replaces is called its antecedent.

Examples:   Mary wondered whether she should go to the party.

        "Mary" is the antecedent of the pronoun "she".
        The test was difficult for Dave, who had not studied.

        "Dave" is the antecedent of the pronoun "who".

There are nine different types of pronouns which you will learn about in the following lessons: personal, possessive, indefinite, reflexive, reciprocal, intensive, interrogative, relative, and demonstrative.
Rule for Pronouns and Antecedents:

A pronoun must agree with its antecedent. Therefore, if the antecedent is plural, use a plural pronoun; if the antecedent is feminine, use a feminine pronoun, and so on.

Example:

Incorrect:     When the officer stopped my car, they got out their gun.

Correct:   When the officer stopped my car, she got out her gun.

        When the officer stopped my car, he got out his gun.

Non-sexist language hint:

Some careful writers use they when the antecedent is an indefinite pronoun (such as anyone) to avoid making a sexist assumption; however, many other people think this disagreement in number is an error. Rewrite to avoid it whenever possible.

Sexist:        If anyone was on top of things, he would know that.

Disagreement:  If anyone was on top of things, they would know that.

Rewritten: Anyone who was on top of things would know that.
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