
CHAPTER II 

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE 

2.1 Definition of Figurative Language 

Figurative language is a form of rhetoric, namely the use of words in speech 

and writing to convince or influence listeners and readers. The word comes from the 

Greek rhetorical rhetor which means orator or orator. In ancient Greek times, the 

rhetoric is indeed an important part of an education and by a variety of figure of speech 

because it is very important and must be controlled completely by the Greek and Roman 

who gave the name to the various arts of persuasion.     

  Figurative language, figurative or "figure of speech" is figurative language, 

beautiful language that is used to elevate and enhance the effect by way of introducing 

and comparing an object or a particular thing with objects or other things that are more 

common. In short, the use of a certain figure of speech may change and cause the value 

of a particular flavor or connotations.       

  In the revealed word associated with the figurative language, not just we give, 

but all what we want to say, has its own purpose, because in the figurative language 

itself there are many kinds-kinds. In this paper the notion of style is a way to use 

language in a particular context, by certain people, for a particular purpose. Use a style 

that is appropriate (according to the time and the target receiver) can attract the attention 

of the recipient. Conversely, if its use is not appropriate, then the use of figurative 

language will be futile, even interfere with the reader. For example, if the young adult 

novels today there are many styles of the language of the period before independence, 

then the message is not up and young adult novels that would be frowned upon readers. 

The use of language style can also turn what is stated in the text, because the style of the 

language can express the idea that meaningful briefly.     

  The use of figure of speech either in education or the other is expected to assist 

in writing. Especially for students, both novel writer and poet. Figure of speech can be 

used as a way to express thoughts through language typically showing the spirit and 

personality of the author with the choice of words, phrases, clauses, and sentences. 



Figurative language is often considered a synonym of style, but the actual 

figure of speech, including in style. Before entering the discussion of figurative 

language, the first to be put forward the notion of style. Language style has a very broad 

scope. According to the explanation Harimurti Kridalaksana (Dictionary of Linguistics), 

the style of language has three terms, namely: 

1. Utilization of property by a person's language in speaking or writing 

2. The use of certain varieties to obtain certain effects 

3. Overall characteristics of a group of authors of literary language. 

Figurative language change the literal meaning to make a meaning fresh or 

clea, to express complexity, to capture a physicalor sensory effect or  to extend meaning 

figurative language should not be taken literally. We have to look  beyond the literal 

meaning of the words to other meanings to connotation of the words.   

  At state by Giroux and Williston (1974 : 10), figurative language is language 

which departs from the straight  forward use of the words. It creates a special effect, 

clarifies an idea, and makes writing more colorful and forceful. Figurative language is 

language that uses words or expressions  with a meaning that is different from the literal 

interpration. A good translator should understand  types of meaning that exist in the 

texts, because it is understood that there are many types of meaning. True meaning of 

words is found of resolving what peope do with them, not what they say about it, and 

the context will determine them. Each language has its own idiomatic way of expressing 

meaning through lexical itemsuch as idioms, secondary meaning, metaphor, and 

figurative meaning.         

  Figurative language can look based on sentence structure is like Keraf (1996 : 

124) said sentence structre can be foundation for creating the figurative language. The 

sentence structreis how sentence has a sub sentence which is important in the sentence. 

The sentence structure devided be three part based the character. The first character  is 

periodic, if the important part  or the idea has emphasis in the last sentence. The second 

character is not boisterous, if the emphasis sentence in the first sentence. And the third 

character is sentence proportional, it is the sentence has two sentences or more which 

are some position.  



The other definition about figurative language is according to M. H. Abrams 

(1999 : 96), figurative language is a conspicuous departure from what users of a 

language apprehend  as the standard meaning of words, or else the standard order of 

words, in order to achieve some speacial meaning or effect. Figures are some times 

described as primarily poetic, but they are integral to the functioning of language and 

indispensable  to all modes of discourse. So that figurative language is a language that 

makes things more dramatic and more make life a poem, novel, or song lyric.  

 Figurative language usualy called by figure of speech  it is a broad for a large 

variety of uses of words, phrases clauses and sentences to achieve desired affect in 

meaning, sound and style (Wordsworth, 1965 : 258). Figure of speech is also defined 

as deviation in the use of words from literal sense or from simple and commond 

practice. Figurative language has connotative or implied meaning that we could not 

find in the dictionary as a denotative meaning. Figure of speech are non-literal ways of 

saying things: that is, the words have to be interpreted in order to understand the 

intended meaning. (Elder, 2004 : 292).      

 Figure of speech has a connotative meaning, in Aristotle articles about 

considered epic poetry, tragedy, comedy, dithyrambic  poetry and music to be 

imitative, each varying in imitation by medium, object and manner. For example, 

music imitates with the media of the rhythm and harmony, whereas dance imitates 

with rhythm alone, and poetry with language.      

 According to Indonesian dictionary, style or figure of speech is the use of rich 

language, the use of certain varieties to obtain certain effects, the overall 

characteristics of a group of authors of literary language and the typical way to express 

thoughts and feelings, either orally or in writing. In other words, the style of language 

or figure of speech is the typical way to express thoughts and feelings in writing or 

orally. The specificity of this style lies in the selection of words that do not directly 

express the real meaning. Meanwhile, according to Prof.Dr.HG Tarigan that figure of 

speech is a way to express thoughts through language typically showing the spirit and 

personality of the author.        

 Figurative language has been widely examined by linguist in the study of 

literature in recent years. It is because figurative language has the essence of style and 

beauty. Figurative language often provides a more effective means of saying what we 

mean than direct statement. In the specific sense, figurative language may take the 



form of figures of speech.         

 Figurative language is used in any form of communication, such as in daily 

conversation, articles in newspaper, advertisements, novels, poems, etc. The 

effectiveness of figurative language in four main reasons, Perrine (1982) First, 

figurative language affords readers imaginative pleasure of literary works.   

 Second, it is a way of bringing additional imagery into verse, making the 

abstract concrete, making literary works more sensuous. The third, figurative is a way 

of adding emotional intensity to otherwise merely informative statements and 

conveying attitudes along with information. And the last, it is a way of saying much in 

brief compass. She divides figurative language into seven types, namely metaphor, 

simile, personification, metonymy, paradox, overstatement, understatement, irony and 

illusion. Keraf (1998:129) divided figurative language into two classifications, namely 

rhetoric and analogy. The first classification covers illiteracy, assonances, anastrophe, 

apophasis, apostrophe, asyndeton, polycyndenton, chiasmus, ellipsis, euphemism, 

litotes, paradox, hyperbole and oxymoron. Meanwhile the later covers simile, 

metaphor, allegory, personification, allusion, metonymy, irony and synecdoche. 

 Another Indonesian linguist, Muliono (1989) divided or figurative language 

into three categories. They are analogy and comparison which consists of simile, 

metaphor and personification, contradiction, which consists of hyperbole, litotes and 

irony and association which consists of metonymy, synecdoche and euphemism. 

Metaphor and simile are the two figures of speech which are commonly thought to be 

similar, while they are actually different.      

 Figurative language or figures of speech by Kridalaksana called “a figure or 

rhetoric or rhetorical figure is a tool to expand the meaning of a word or group of 

words to get certain effects by comparing or divide and associate the two things”.

 According to Abrams (1981:63):      

 “figurative language (figurative language)is a distortionof language use by 

speakers of understanding the language used everyday (ordinary), deviations from the 

standard language, or distortion sense of the word, adeviation of a series of words in 

order to obtain some special meaning”.  

According to all the experts above, I can make a conclution that figurative 

language is the use of words, phrases, symbols, and ideas in such as way as to evoke 

mental images and sense impressions.  



2.2 Kinds of Figurative Language :      

  According to Tarigan (1985) that there are four groups of figure of 

speech, they are : Figure of comparison, Figure of Opposition, Figure of 

Connection, Figure of Repetition.  

2.2.1 Figure of Comparison       

 Figure of Comparison is a kind of figurative language, which is used to find 

the similarities in different things. Figure of comparison is clasified into five types 

as follows: 

a. Simile is the comparison of between thing essentially unlike. In simile the 

comparison is expressed by the use of some words such as : like, as, than, 

similar to, or resembles.         

For example: The Eagles falls like thunderbolt (Perrine, 1969:65). 

b. Metaphor is an implied comparison between two object without the use of 

words ‘like or as’.  

For example: Time is money. (Perrine, 1996:65). 

c. Personification is consist in giving the attributes of human being to an animal, 

an object, or an idea. For example: England expects every man to do his duty. 

(Perrine, 1996:65). 

d. Allegory is a narrative or description that has a second meaning beneath the 

surface one. For example: If we call commonwealth a ship, the Prince a pilot, 

the counselor’s mariners, the storm wars. (Perrine, 1996:65). 

e. Antithesis is a method of empasis by  the placing of opposed ideas or 

characteristics in direct contrast with each other. For example: Extremism in 

defense of liberty is no vice, moderation in the pursuit of justice is no virtue. 

(Wyne, 1989:520) 

 

2.2.2 Figure of Opposition       

 Figure of Opposition is a kind of figurtive language, which is use to show the 

contradiction or the opposite of an idea of a subject in sentences or phrases. Figur 

of  Opposition is devided into seven types as follows: 

a. Hyperbole is anexpression inn extreme language so as to achieve intensity. 

For example: He had tones of money. (Wyne, 1989:520). 



b. Litotes is the figure of speech in which an affrimative is expressed by the 

negative of its contary. For example: He’s no genius for he’s stupid. (Murray, 

1978:77) 

c. Irony is a contrast between what is being said, implied, or suggested and what 

is actually the case. For example: His house is clean and orderly.Nothing dust 

settled on the pictures and there was no furniture to clutter the living. 

(Murray, 1978:69) 

d. Oxymoron is a figurative by which two cintraditory terms are united in an 

expression so as to give it point. For example: Faith unfaithful kept him 

falsely true. (Drabble, 1998:724). 

e. Paronomasia is a play on word (s) in which the repeated words are similar but 

not identical. For example: Therefore I liewith her, and she with me. And in 

our faults by lies we flattered be. (Drabble, 1998:735) 

f. Paralysis is figure in which pretended ommision the words or sentence for 

rhetorical effect. For example: Take me the money (sorry) give me the 

money, pease! (Tarigan 1985:136). 

g. Zeugma is a figure of speech by which a single word is made to refer to two 

words in a sentence, but only one of it which is grammatically or logically 

applicable. For example: You have broken my heart and my best China vase. 

(Wynne, 1989:522) 

 

2.2.3 Figure of Connection       

 Figure of connection is a kind of figurative language, which is use to show or 

express an idea, or a subject matter that is clearly associated or has a strong 

relationship. Figure of connection is devided into seven types as follows: 

a.  Metonymy is the naming of a person, institution, or human characteristic by 

some objects or attribute with which it is clearly asoociated. For example: 

The white house, for the President of the United States. (Wynne, 1989:522) 

b. Synecdoche is a figure of speech by wich a part is used to express a whole to 

express a part. For  example: Twenty summers for twenty years. (Wynne, 

1989:522) 



c. Allusion is an explicit or implicit reference of events, figures, places 

mythologies, or famous masterpiece. For example: The tragedy of September 

eleventh. (Keraf, 1994:141) 

d. Euphemism is a vague or a mild expression used to conceal a painful or a 

disagreeable truth. For example: “He passed on”  for  “He died” (Wynne, 

1989:520). 

e. Ellipsis is the omission of parts of words or sentences. For example: ( I have 

been fine) Fine. And (how have) you? (Drabble, 1985:736) 

f. Inverse is the transposition of normal word in the sentence. For example: One 

week’s notice become notice of one week. (Drabble, 1985:736) 

g. Gradation is the figure that use the last words in the sentence became the first 

words in the sentence later. For example: I love you, you have given me a 

wonderful love. A wonderful love tht was change my life. (Tarigan, 

19985:146). 

 

2.2.4  Figure of Repetition       

 Figure of repetition is a kind of figurative language in which the same words or 

phrases are use repeatedly is succesive clauses. Figure of Repetition is classified 

into four types as follows:   

a. Alliteration is the commencement of two or more words in close connection 

with the same sound. For example: Find me fifteen friendly friars. (Drabble, 

1985:18) 

b. Antanaklasis is a figure that repeats the similar words, but the meaning of 

dissimilar. For example: His body sweating after he runs, so he drinks the 

Pocari Sweat. (Tarigan, 1985:149). 

c. Chiasmus is a figure of speech by which the other words in the first of two 

parallel clauses is reversed in the second. For example: He saved other, 

himself he cannot save. (Drabble, 1985:189). 

d. Repetition is a figure of speech by which the same words or phrases are used 

repeatedly in successive clauses. For example: Awake up my glory, awake up 

my lute and harp, and I will awake right early. (Tarigan, 1985:152). 

 



2.2.5  Metaphor         

  Figure of speech or figurative language is one of ways to expres 

something in anlogical meaning. It means that the language, which is used, cannot 

be taken literarily and it needs comprehension of the readers to get the indirect 

devices on it. It is a fact that many authors use figures of speech to express their 

ideas in writing. Basically, the use of figure of speech is based on the sense, habit 

and creativity of the authors.        

  The author’s purposes in the usage of figure of speech are to beautify 

the language in their writing and also to involve the readers to the story they read. It 

is because the figure of speech can guide thethought of the readers by waht were 

written down in the literary works and the readers can catch the true message that 

were intended by author. So, figure ofspeech is an important matter in the literature 

because it can support an aesthetic target in writing as an art creation.  

  Although there are so many types of figurative language, but there are 

only some that are usually used by some outhors in their works, including figure of 

comparison ( simile, metaphor, personification, allegory and antithesis).  

  The word metapor comes from Greek, metaphora derived from meta 

means ‘over’ and pherein means ‘to carry’. It refers to a particular set of linguistic 

processes where by aspects of one object spoken has as if it was the first. 

Ametaphor is a direct comparison of two things. In hs book The Complete Stylist 

Sheriden Baker looks at the word “metaphor” at the embedded image in the original 

Greek, to drive home its meaning. The word metaphor breaks down in two parts, 

Baker (1972:15) says:         

 meta = across              

 phor = ferry or carry        

  According to Aristotle in Hawkes (1972:33) metaphor is the 

application to one thing of a name belonging to another thing. The analysis is 

carried out in terms of content and the transference involved may be as follows 

from one species to another and matter of analogy, Meanwhile, Quintilian in Hawks 

(1972) distinguishes four kinds of metaphorical transference such as from the 

inanimate to inanimate object, and from the animate to animate object.  

  Aristotle and Quintilian say that the essence of metaphor is language 

expression by which one object is transfered to another object. Aristotle explains 



the metaphor by genus and species, whereas Quintilian explain the metaphor by 

animate and inanimate.        

  Along the same line of thought, Newmark (1982) says that metaphor 

has some components, such as: 

a. The objet is what is described by metaphor  

For example: She has a sunny smile. The object is smile. 

b. The image (means of comparator) is the picture or thing conjured up by the   

c. The sense (meaning) is the literal meaning of the metaphor. 

For example: She has a sunny smile. If the smile is compared with the sun, it 

gives an impression that the smile is warm, bright, cheerful ang happy. So, the 

meaning of the metaphor is she has a warm, bright, cheerful and happy smile 

like the sun. 

   Keraf (1994) argues that the metaphor is an analogy that compares two 

matters directly but in a brief from. Metaphor as direct caomparison does not use 

the words like or as, so that the ebject is directly connected to the means of 

comparator. For example: buah tangan, lintah darat, kembang desa. While, Badudu 

(1993) says that metafora merupakan majas yang memperbandingkan suatu benda 

dengan benda yang lain dengan benda yang lain. Kedua benda yang 

diperbandingkan itu mempunyai sifat yang sama.  

    Accoding to Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary in Murray (1978). A 

metapho is a word or phrase literally denoting one kind of object or idea used in 

place of another by  way of suggesting a likeness or analogy between them. Along 

the same line of thought, Wynne (1989:521) argues that metaphor is a figure of 

speech by which unlike objects are identified with each other for the purpose of 

emphasizing one or more aspects of resemblance between them. Asimple example 

is the camel is the ship of desert. 

   Ullman (1977) says that metaphor consist of two main parts. The tenor 

and the vehicle. The tenor is the subject to which the metaphor is applied. The 

vehicle is the metaphorical term through which the tenor is applied. These two parts 

come together to reach a point of similarity known as a ground. For example: Life 

is a yo-yo.It’s a series of ups and down. Here, life the tenor and yo-yo have ups and 

downs is the ground. 



 ` Hawkes (1972) and Shipley (1970) devided os metaphors are as follows: 

a. A dead metaphor is a metaphor in which the sense or transferred image is not 

present. For example: Time is money. The word money taken from the name of 

the temple of Juno Moneta where the first time it is minted. 

b. A live metaphor is a methapor that is relatively new has not become part of 

everyday linguistic usage. The readersknow that a metaphor has been used. 

For example: You are my sun. 

c. A complex metaphor is a metaphor that mentioned one identity on another. 

For example: That throws some light on the question.Throwing light is a 

metaphor and there is no actual light. 

d. A compound metaphor is a metaphor that catches the mind with several points 

of similarity. 

For example: He has the wild stag’s foot. This sentence suggests grace and 

speed as well as daring. 

e. A simple metaphor is a metaphor that possesses one point of resemblance 

between the tenor and the vehicle. 

For example: Thou art the grave. The phrase suggest to the death.   

 




