Figurative Language

— Language enriched by word meanings and figures of speech
— Atool author’s use to help the reader visualize (see) what is happening in a story or poem

TYPES OF FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE:

Simile: a comparison using like or as. It usually compares two unlike objects.
Example: His feet are as big as boats.

Metaphor: states that one this is something else. It is a comparison, but does NOT use like or
as to make the comparison.
Example: Her hair is silk

Personification: giving human qualities, feelings, actions, or characteristics to inanimate
(non-living) objects.
Example: The mean wind blew throughout the night.

Ildioms: an expression that means something other than the literal meaning of individual
words.
Example: | would go out on a limb for you.

Hyperbole: an exaggerated statement
Example: 1 am so full, my stomach is going to burst

Irony: The opposite of what is meant (ironic)
Example: | choked on a lifesaver.

Imagery: words or phrases that stimulate one of the five senses (hear, taste, touch, smell,
see).
Example: M\/ stomach gurgled because | was hungr\/.

Alliteration: the repetition of the same consonant sound at the beginning of two or more
words
Example: Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers.

Onomatopoeia: The use of words that sound like the natural noises they name
Example: Crash, bang, clunk

Pun: A word or words, which are formed or sounded alike, but have different meaning; to
have more than one possible meaning.
Example: Using that pencil is pointless



