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         Rhetoric in Julius Caesar
Rhetoric: the study and/or art of effective speaking and writing (this is a commonly accepted definition but many others exist.)

What to Look for When Analyzing Rhetoric
P.A.T.T.R

Purpose- the author’s reason for writing – he may use one or all three of the following argumentative appeals:

Since I know you know these, please fill in the definition and give an example
Logos (we will see Brutus use this in his speech explaining why Caesar had to die)  Knowing Brutus’s personality, why would he use this type?

Ethos (think about why Cassius needed Brutus to join the conspirators)

Pathos (think about how Cassius convinced Brutus to join the conspirators)

Audience – the audience to whom the writer/speaker is appealing

Tone – what diction, images, details and language suggest the author’s attitude
Theme – the subject being discussed and the author’s commentary regarding that subject

Rhetorical Devices/Strategies – any device which persuades the audience to agree with the speaker/author.
Types of irony – 
Verbal irony – the contrast between what is said and what is meant.  Typically, most sarcastic comments are verbal irony
Dramatic irony – the contrast between what the character thinks is true and what the audience knows to be true

Situational irony – contrast between what happens and what was expected.  It is often used in comedy – Think the pie ending up in the face of the person supposed to throw it.
Assertion: a suggestion for consideration as true or acceptable
Antithesis – a statement OPPOSED  to another claim or assertion
Anticipate an Objection – addressing an objection before anyone listening/reading can raise it.

Concession – an acknowledgement of the validity of an opponent’s point – this often makes the speaker seem confident and powerful
Litotes is a type of understatement where the speaker or writer uses a negative of a word ironically, to mean the opposite.  (She’s not the easiest to get along with)
Parallel Structure - Several parts of a sentence or several sentences are expressed similarly to show that the ideas in the parts or sentences are equal in importance. Parallelism also adds balance and rhythm and, most importantly, clarity to the sentence. (http://www.virtualsalt.com/rhetoric2.htm#Parallelism)

Example: “They were stiff in their pain; their muscles ached, their bones ached, their very hearts  ached; and because of this came the sharpness of speech.”—Jack London
Rebuttal – the presentation of evidence or arguments meant to weaken the claims of an opponent.
Rhetorical question – A question to which no answer is expected; instead, the question implies its own answer; it’s a way of making a point. Examples: “Aren’t you ashamed of yourself?” or “How did that idiot ever get elected?” These aren’t questions in the usual sense, but statements in the form of a question Repetition – a popular rhetorical strategy to create emphasis, clarity, or emotional effect.   The writer or speaker hammers home an idea, image, or relationship, to force the reader or listener to pay attention.
Repetition - The restatement of an idea at intervals.  This technique not only promotes clarity, but encourages the acceptance of the idea or belief.
Reverse psychology - a form of manipulation using the opposite of what is actually wanted

