Figurative Language 

Name______________________

What does it mean when someone uses Figurative Language?

When people use language that is not meant to be taken literally, it is said to be figurative. 

So what does it mean to take something literally?   Look up the word literal and write the definition below. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now look up the word figurative and write the definition below. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Here are some examples of figurative language that you may have heard before.

Time is running out.  Is time really running? No.  What do you think is meant by this saying? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

He talked her ear off.  Did her ear really get “talked off?”  Of course not!

Hi bit off more than he could chew.  Oh my! What terrible manners.

She felt under the weather.  When will she be over the weather?

He was in over his head.  Poor guy!!

It was more fun than a barrel of monkeys! Really?! What kind of fun is that? 

As you can see, figurative language is a fun way of expressing ideas, actions, or feelings.  Now, you will work alone or with a partner and choose one or two figurative sentences to illustrate literally.  For example, if you select “Time Flies” you could draw a picture of a clock with wings.  Be creative.  You might even think up your own sentences using figurative language. 

Write the sentences here: 

________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Illustrate here: 

Personification 
Another type of figurative language is called personification.  This is when a writer gives an idea, object, or animal the qualities of a person.   Here are some examples: 

The large rock refused to budge.  
A rock can’t refuse to budge.  That is something a person might do. 
The sun stretches its warmth across the land. 

The chair danced as the baby bounced to a fro. 

The darkness wrapped its arms around me. 

Go back and underline the word that gives each idea or object the quality of a person. 

Now looks at the words below.  Try to give each word the quality of a person and write sentence. 

Frog

The frog grinned happily as he jumped from the lily-pad.

Table 

Grass 

Night 

Pencil 

Rain 

Onomatopoeia is another type of figurative language.  It uses words to imitate sounds.  Some examples are BANG! Pop! Hiss… and Sizzle. 

Use your highlighter to identify the examples of onomatopoeia in the following poem. 

Cynthia in the Snow

Gwendolyn Brooks

It SHUSHES

 It hushes 

The loudness in the road. 

It flitter-twitters, 

And laughs away from me. 

It laughs a lovely whiteness, 

And whitely whirs away, 

To be 

Some otherwhere, 

Still white as milk or shirts, 

So beautiful it hurts.

What other onomatopoeias can you think of?? List them here. 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
