MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 
MONDAY 14 JULY 2008
	*
	Cllr J Barfoot
	*
	Cllr Ms S Wilcock

	
	Cllr A Burlton
	*
	Cllr Miss Woodman

	*
	Cllr Mrs D Hollebon
	*
	Cllr C Woodward (Chairman)

	*
	Cllr C Horner
	
	Cllr J Wyllie


* 
denotes present

In attendance:  
Cllr D Peek

John Ingham, Town Clerk
123.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Cllr Burlton (previous engagement) and 

Cllr Wyllie (work commitment)

124.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None.
125.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 19 MAY 2008
RESOLVED:  that the Minutes of the meeting be received as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.








126.
TOWN PLAN
Cllr Barfoot read out the contents of the attached notes (see Appendix A) elaborating on a number of issues contained therein.  Cllr Barfoot was encouraged by the enthusiasm shown by all concerned who were all dedicated to seeing the success of the project.  The cost of work in connection with the printing of the questionnaire and associated costs amounted to £5,000, of which East Herts Council had agreed to contribute £4,000. Cllr Woodward referred to the launch of the Town Plan on 3 March 2008 and to the enclosed extract of the 467 main issues raised by members of the public (see Appendix B).  Specific reference was made to a number of issues which had already been the subject of action (items 1, 2, 4, 5, 6 and 17).
Cllr Ms Wilcock welcomed the content of the report and the progress that was being made.  However, she emphasised the need to ensure that all residents received a copy of the questionnaire, which had not been the case with the distribution of the ‘About Town’ magazine.  Cllr Horner also confirmed that he had not received either of the two issues. Cllr Barfoot re-stated that widespread publicity would be given to members of the public and he also confirmed that all businesses and clubs would be posted a copy.  He further agreed to talk to the Editor of the Axis magazine specifically on the question of distribution.  With regard to the analysis of the questionnaire, this would be undertaken by the Steering Committee which was a non-political body and, as such, represented an independent check.  It was hoped that the analysis would be completed by mid October 2008.

127.
VISION BOARD
Cllr Barfoot informed members that he had attended a number of meetings of the Vision Board discussing the way forward in introducing a vision for Bishop’s Stortford, with a wide cross-section of activities being considered.  The Town Plan questionnaire was a brief which would complement the undertakings of the District Council.  Both projects would be working in parallel. East Herts Council was undertaking various methods of obtaining the information for its vision through various focus groups, Community Voice meetings, etc, all under the control of Cllr Tony Jackson, who had expressed a very keen interest in receiving the feedback from the Town Plan questionnaire.  Cllr Barfoot pointed out that the Vision document, unlike the Town Plan, was strategic based and its brief was not individualistic.  Members agreed that the Town Plan and Vision should be included on future agenda.
Cllr Woodward asked members whether there were any issues appearing on the public comments document, or any other matters which members felt that they would like to address immediately.  Cllr Mrs Hollebon was concerned regarding the lack of disabled access in parts of the Town and to the lack of access for mothers with buggies.  She felt that this was an area which could be the subject of a Task and Finish Group study.   Cllr Peek confirmed that through his representations, a number of disabled issues had been addressed in the Thorley area and additional work was being undertaken in the current financial year in and around Friedburg and Villiers sur Marne.  

Work in connection with footpaths and bus stop improvements was due to take place in the current financial year.  Cllr Peek confirmed that he had requested the Highways team to look at the southern part of the Town and it was hoped that agreement could be reached on the extent of the work to be undertaken and that finances would be made available in the current financial year. 

128.
MOAT
Cllr Woodward acknowledged the work which had been undertaken by past and present Councillors in trying to keep active the matter of addressing the problems regarding the moat.  Cllr Peek stated that there had been a problem for some time with the lack of flow in the stretch of water referred to as the moat.  In 1968, as part of a major river improvement scheme, the River Stort had been diverted to east of Waytemore Castle, through the Town Meads. Since 1968, the level of the river had been maintained by the sluice gate which had kept the water at a relatively high level and it was true to say that the presence of the sluice gate had been an effective means of controlling water levels.  As part of later improvements to the river, work had been carried out to dredge part of the moat and to remove the sluice gate with £20,000 being expended on this work.  However, despite all efforts, there had been a gradual drying up of the bed to a point where there was now no water contained in the moat and there had been complaints regarding the smells.  
Cllr Peek referred to a number of features in-situ upon which he elaborated, informing members of their relevance.  Cllr Peek referred to a meeting which he had had in 2005 with Mr Paul Harris, the then Engineer for East Herts Council and a representative of the Environment Agency, at which the means of addressing the lack of water in the moat had been discussed.  Since that meeting, the sluice gate had been removed and the level and the condition of the water in the main stretch of the Stort had improved, with there being evidence of a return of fish.  There was still the problem to be addressed of how to encourage water back into the moat and a number of options were discussed.  Cllr Peek had also had occasion to discuss with a former drainage engineer of East Herts Council, Malcolm South, the merits of the various options and he suggested that a formal approach be made to Mr South with a view to ascertaining his agreement, at a cost to be determined, his assessment of the means by which the lack of water to the moat could be resolved. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk take the appropriate action.

129.
CYCLE ROUTES
Members had been circulated with a copy of an extract of the East Herts Highways Joint Member Panel meeting, held on 7 July 2008 (See appendix C). Concerns were raised that item 12, ‘the crossing of Birchanger Wood and A120 to countryside’, had not materialised, which, it was believed, was a result of the intervention of the Birchanger Wood Trust.  With regard to item 10, Cllr Horner 
stated that an option might be to consider a route via Beldams Way, under the motorway, which would be a more suitable route for cyclists into the Town.  
Cllr Woodward stated that he was in possession of a definite list of all the public rights of way, which he would make available if any member wished to have a copy.  

130.
GARDENING SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY
Members had been circulated with details of a garden service which was undertaken by Eastwood Town Council, together with information on the Papworth Trust, which also operated a handy persons service, which it was felt could complement any scheme that the Town Council might consider.  The Clerk informed members that Eastwood Town Council had a population of between 12,000 and 13,000 and had between 80 and 90 clients on its books.  The cost of the service was £7,000 per annum and the work involved was undertaken by contract labour, with no Town Council staff involvement.  The services provided included grass cutting, hedge trimming, etc. and the criteria for acceptance into the scheme was that the participants should be residents of the Town, should be elderly or disabled and have no other gardening based assistance.  
For information, the Clerk stated that from the National Statistics Office and based on a population of 35,000, there were 5,400 residents of Bishop’s Stortford over the age of 60.  The Chairman was keen to move the item forward and for discussions to be entered into with the Papworth Trust and also with East Herts Council.  
Cllr Horner referred to the Schools and Youth Services work and he felt that this could be a further option in moving this matter forward.  Cllr Mrs Hollebon also referred to the Scouts, Guides, etc.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk progress this matter by entering dialogue with the aforementioned organisations.

131
TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT

Members had been circulated with a letter from Mr Simon Drinkwater, East Herts Council, drawing attention to the Council’s desire to seek the improvements of the environment of the town centres within the district.  The Town Council was asked whether there were any schemes it wished to progress in Bishop’s Stortford.
Members referred to the following:

1. Extra planters  required for the Town and replacement of the existing planters in South Street with more permanent structures.

2. Improvements to the land adjacent to the Kebabery with a request for East Herts Council and Barclays (owners of the site) to work together to enhance the area by removing the parked cars re-seeding, bollarding and possibly providing cast iron planters.

3. Provision of gateway features at the entrance to the Town – liaise with Stortford in Bloom.

4. Consider ways of addressing the litter problem in the Town.  The Youth Council was keen to become involved by visiting primary schools to talk to the children on environmental matters.  The Youth Council need the full support of the Town Council/East Herts Council in this matter.

     Provision of fun litter bins could be considered and the possibility of obtaining       sponsorship of litter bins could be pursued.
At this juncture in the meeting Cllr Hollebon vacated the building at 9pm.

5.
Explore the possibility of pedestrianisation of the shopping area from 


South Street (Motorworld) to Apton Road.


6.
Additional cycle racks at the southern end of South Street.


7.
Provision of receptacles for cigarette disposal.

132.
RESTORATION OF GRASSED AREAS IN HAVERS PARADE

The Chairman stated that an original complaint was raised in May 2008 at a Saturday Surgery where a local resident expressed concern as to whether there was a plan to restore road surfaces, grassed areas and trees in the Havers area following the recent building and water main work.  This could be one of the areas referred to East Herts Council under its Environmental Improvement Schemes.  There was a question as to whether funding could be made available from Hertfordshire County Council.  However it was stated that the land in question was owned by East Herts Council and it was therefore incumbent on that Authority to effect remedial work and the Town Council should keep up the pressure in regard to this matter.  It was mentioned that there was a need to improve the shops in the area that there was also a drainage issue.  
A general concern was raised regarding the problem of disabled access in particular, access to the Post Office.  The Chairman stated that it should be down to the developer to reinstate the footway and Three Valleys Water to repair the drainage system.
133.
ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA
1. Disabled Access

2. Community Safety, covering Drugs and Substances and Youth Issues.

3. Former Green Working Party remit.

4. Air Quality Management

5. British Waterways Study of the River Stort

6. Standing Proud. – Pride in the Community.

134.
URGENT BUSINESS
1. Bus Stop South of Kenburgh Court on South Street.

     Request to reposition the Bus Stop.

2. Post Office Closure, Havers Parade.

     To note receipt of a letter from Hertfordshire County Council and the

     existence of a petition against closure.  
Consultation deadline 26 August 2008

3. Sponsorship of Roundabouts
     To note that this matter was being discussed by the Highways Joint Member 

      Panel.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm.
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