PAGE  
2

The Impact of Parent Involvement 

on Student Reading Achievement

Sheila Doe

August 2015

 Submitted in Partial Fulfillment

of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in Education

at

Saint Mary’s University of Minnesota
Table of Contents

Topic Selection 

Research Questions of the Literature Review

Literature Review 

Subheading One 

Subheading Two


Subheading Three 

Action Research Plan

Background Information and Purposes of the Action Research Project

Research Question of the Action Research Project

Hypothesis

Definition of Terms

Research Design

Sample

Instrumentation

Procedures

Validity and Reliability
 

Ethical Considerations

Results

Interpretation of Results

Application and Conclusions

References


Appendixes


Title of Paper

Topic Selection


In this section, written in the first person, explain your interest in the topic. Do not start

 a new page for each new section unless the section heading is the last line on a page. 
Research Questions of the Literature Review


The literature review will address the following questions:

1. Indent and write your first question here.
2. Indent and write your second question here. If the question extends beyond the end of

the line, start the next line at the left margin.


3.  Indent and write your third question here.

Literature Review


Indent and start with an introductory paragraph for your literature review. Write your literature review using the third person and the past tense to describe results and the present perfect tense to discuss the results and what they mean.
Subheading One


Indent and objectively present the best information you have found relevant to your first research question.

Subheading Two

Indent and objectively present the best information you have found relevant to your second research question.

Subheading Three

Indent and objectively present the best information you have found relevant to your third research question.
Indent and write a concluding paragraph for your literature review.
Action Research Plan 
Background Information and Purposes of the Action Research Project

For this section and for all other subsections of the research plan, indent to start each paragraph in the section. Write in the third person. In the Education 630 class, you wrote the plan in the future tense. In the Education 634 class, before inserting this section into the Action Research Project paper, you change to the past tense the sections that describe what you have done.
Research Question of the Action Research Project


The Action Research Project addressed the following question: Write your question here.
Hypothesis 

State the hypothesis as a declarative statement in the future tense.

Definition of Terms

Term one. Define the term, using a grammatically complete sentence. If the definition comes from a source, include an APA style citation.

Term two. Define the term, using a grammatically complete sentence. If the definition comes from a source, include an APA style citation.

Research Design

In this section, provide a one-sentence identification of the design methodology (for example, “This study was a quantitative, non-experimental comparative study”).
Sample  

In this section, try to describe the sample of the study as completely as possible,
including, for example, number, gender, socio-economic level, learning level, and any other relevant information.
Instrumentation

In this section, describe the instrument(s) you used to collect data, including information about where the instrument came from or how you designed it, how you piloted it, improvements (if any) you made as a result of the pilot, and so on.
Procedures


In this section,
 describe the details of how and when you conducted the study.
Validity and Reliability


In this section, describe the methods you used to assure the internal and external validity and the reliability of the study.
Ethical Considerations


In this section, describe steps you took to assure the study meets ethical standards for educational research.
Results
In this section, report the data obtained from your action research project.
Interpretation of Results
In this section explain the significance of the results--what they mean and why they are important. The discussion should be thorough and include information about how the results relate to your research hypothesis. Any limitations or factors that should be taken into account when interpreting the results should be included here.
Application and Conclusions
In this section explain how your research will influence your professional practices. Use the first person when describing how you will apply the results of the study and of the findings of the literature review. This section should be thorough and detailed.
References
Begin typing here. Do not press the Enter key until the entire entry has been typed.  Press Enter to begin the next entry.

Appendix A
Title of Appendix 
Appendix material begins after the appendix "title page."  Appendix page numbers continue from the rest of the text.
This document is a model for APA formatting and for other formatting approved by your program.   You can save it as a template and replace its text with your own.  However, keep in mind that if you delete any hidden formatting commands, you may not end up with the formatting you see in this paper.    If you have trouble formatting your document, please refer to guidelines in the Introduction to the APA, "Part 3: Using Microsoft Word for APA tasks."  


You can also get help from the Writing Center by making an appointment on our website. 


Note that the Ed. Leadership program prefers that the title page not display a page number; however, the title page is counted as the first page.  


~To delete this information box, click on its outer edge and press the Delete key~








To enter page numbers on the table of contents, simply click at the end of the dot row and type the number.





On this Table of Contents page, the Tab Key has been converted to a “Dot Leader” key to ensure that your page numbers line up evenly on the right margin.  If you need to change some of the sample headings to fit the contents of your own paper, be aware that you cannot indent by using the Tab key (which has been formatted to insert dots on this page).  Instead do one of the following:





	Click Format, Paragraph and change left indentation to .5”


	-Or-


	Use the Ruler Bar to drag the indentation into place.





When you leave the Table of Contents page, the Tab key returns to normal for indenting paragraphs.





~To delete this information box, click on its outer edge and press the Delete key~





Level 1 heading





On the first two pages of the text below, the heading styles are labeled to indicate their relationships and formatting.  To delete a label, click on its outer edge and press the Delete key.





Place title on first page of text, 1 double-space above the first line or first heading. Title does not count as a level of heading.
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Unlike other sections of the text, the reference section must start on a new page. (If Appendix materials follow, each appendix title page also starts on a new page.)


HANGING INDENTS HAVE ALREADY BEEN FORMATTED FOR YOU, so you do not insert indents or spaces.  Start at the left margin and simply type each reference, allowing each line of the reference to wrap automatically.  Press the Enter key only at the end of a reference to begin a new one.  


The reference page is double-spaced, just like all other text in the paper.


Pay particular attention to the formatting of titles on the reference list.  For guidelines see the APA  manual p. 185, section 6.29, or Introduction to the APA, p. 19.  You can also download the following booklet to help you (see p. 19): Introduction to the APA and Other Writing Tips


If you have trouble formatting this document, you may have accidentally deleted an invisible formatting command.  For help, call the Writing Center (612-728-5154) or send your document as an e-mail attachment to � HYPERLINK "mailto:tcwrite@smumn.edu" ��tcwrite@smumn.edu� .  State your questions in the body of the e-mail.  Provide your name, program, and telephone number.


~To delete this information box, click on its outer edge and press the Delete key~





� HYPERLINK "http://www2.smumn.edu/deptpages/tcwritingcenter/content/writing/apa/APA_ELECTRONIC.pdf" ���.








If you have only one appendix, do not assign a letter to it.


Material in appendixes does not have to be in APA style, but does have to be clear and, as far as practical, in keeping with the formatting of the rest of the paper.


Appendixes are lettered in the order in which the appendix material is first presented in the paper.


Be sure that each appendix has a “call-out” at the appropriate place in the paper.  A call-out is a statement in the text that alerts readers to appendix material.  Often call-outs are placed in parentheses.  Here are examples:  


	(See Appendix A.).


	Appendix B provides a transcript of the interview.


	Teachers completed a Likert-type scale (see Appendix C) to express their level of satisfaction. 


~To delete this information box, click on its outer edge and press the Delete key~








