
Characteristics of a Personal Narrative  

A memory of an event from the past 

Memorable and/or meaningful to the writer  

Written in first person 

Focuses on one event 

Based on the truth 

Reveals the feelings of the writer  

Very descriptive-describes characters thoughts/feelings 

Figurative language (simile, metaphor, personification, onomatopoeia) 

Dialogue 

Sequential 

Stirs Reader’s emotions 


