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“What have I read in the world that is like what I am trying to write?” Katie Wood Ray 
Immersion—Leading children into a genre that we want them to explore. Children’s literature exposes the writer to different voices for the type of personal narrative to be told. The crux of a personal narrative is the author’s voice. Each person has many stories. Showing children example texts bring out the potential stories they have. In everyday experiences—taking care of a baby sister, mowing the lawn, cleaning your room, eating breakfast—stories can be found.  In addition to developing their own stories, children develop an appreciation for others’ experiences, for example, the experience of the LA Riots in Smoky Night by Eve Bunting, and the life of segregation in The Other Side by Jacqueline Woodson. 
Lucy Calkins says to “read with a writer’s eye.” In a six-week unit of study, students continue to use touchstone or mentor texts to focus their learning by reading stories like a writer, noticing the writer’s craft.  Beginning with immersion, students will notice the attributes of a personal narrative. Then, students create a list of possible writing topics through an authority list or buried story map (Ralph Fletcher), or an “I am the one who…” writing prompt. 

A personal narrative rubric will help both teacher and student focus specifically on the objectives of the unit. The noticings of the students, with teacher support, becomes the language of the standard on each trait (a score of 4). 

During the second through fourth weeks, students will begin writing their draft on their topic of choice. Students learn more about the qualities of personal narrative writing through mini-lessons that continue to touch back to the mentor texts.
Editing is the focus of the fifth week. Publishing, followed by a Celebration follows in the sixth and final week. 

Resources

Writing Workshop: The Essentials Guide


by Ralph Fletcher and JoAnne Portalupi   ISBN 0-325-00362-9


Teaching the Qualities of Writing 


by Ralph Fletcher and JoAnne Portalupi   ISBN 0-325-00629-6


Study Driven: A Framework for Planning Units of Study in the Writing Workshop 


by Katie Wood Ray   ISBN 0-325-00750-0

Websites


www.willamette.edu/soe/owp  (for handouts from this class)

www.nwp.org  

