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Support for the SFUSD “Dream Schools” Initiative

It is the position of the San Francisco Youth Commission to support the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) in its “Dream Schools” initiative in order to begin closing the academic gap between students from the East and West sides of the City.

Based on the presentation that SFUSD Superintendent Arlene Ackerman gave at a February 23 meeting of the School Board’s Committee of the Whole, we have concluded that the Dream Schools proposal will make impressive strides in a number of scholastic areas. What follows are the Core Components of the Dream School Proposal that we find will particularly help the enrolled students:

1. Arts Enrichment

2. College Connections (with college exploration beginning in kindergarten)

3. Student Support Systems

4. Career Opportunities (i.e. internships, apprenticeships)

The Youth Commission further supports the choice of using Dr. Charles R. Drew, Twenty-First Century, and Gloria R. Davis as the schools to be the charter members of the Dream School Proposal. These three schools are not only among those schools with the lowest test scores, but are also situated in an area of the City that has traditionally performed poorly in many areas of assessment. 

We do, however, have a small number of concerns on this topic. Most importantly, we feel a strong need for these first three Dream Schools to enroll at least 75% of their students from their surrounding neighborhoods. The concern is that, should the Dream Schools be a success, students from other areas of the city will attend the Dream Schools, thus not leaving enough capacity for those students who have become among the most disadvantaged in San Francisco.

In addition, the Youth Commission cites the treatment of teacher who must reapply for their jobs at the redesigned Dream Schools as an aspect of the program that we are apprehensive of. Finally, we are also concerned about the funding for the Dream Schools, which is dependant on a number of federal, state, and privet sources.

Despite the above concerns, the San Francisco Youth Commission supports the Dream Schools Initiative in hoped that it will be able to enrich the lives of those students who have been failed in our schools for so many years, and to help one of San Francisco’s most underserved communities achieve in the twenty-first century.
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