
Personal Narrative – Grade 8     

A personal narrative is a story about an event, or a moment, in your life.  Choose 

a topic – an event that matters to you, and that you are willing to share.  Write a 

one-page (300 word) essay telling your story. 

 As a focal point to your story, choose a concrete image (like the cutting 

board or the garden hose).  Use that image as a symbol to tie your story 

together.   

 Personal narratives should be descriptive, full of sensory images. 

 You will be assessed on ideas, word choice, and conventions. 

“Grandma”  (A poem that uses concrete images and sensory details – be inspired by it.) 

My grandma loves to cook Italian: 

Manicotti, veal cutlet parmesan, 

Crusty bread like you’ve never had. 

Over the years she’s cut so much garlic 

The smell is soaked forever  

Into her warped cutting board. 

Now she’s losing her memory. 

But she still remembers  

The summer I was three. 

“You loved to play with the garden hose 

But you kept turning around to say: 

DON’T SHUT IT OFF, GRANDMA!” 

She nods off while we’re talking, 

The skin on her hands so white 

It could almost be made from clouds. 

I slide a pillow behind her head, 

Wrap the old blue blanket around her,  

Whisper: Don’t shut it off, Grandma. 

 


