TAH Lesson Plan
Summer 2013

Charles Ogle

Martin Luther King “I have a dream”

Standard 1 Culture

Investigate the effects of the Civil Rights Movement upon the American Society.

Performance Indicator 9.8

Identify significant events in the struggle for Civil Rights

Grade level 10-12

Time period    One 90 minute class

Objective
Students will read in class Kings’ “I have a dream” speech.  Next they will analyze rhetorical strategies King used to make an effective argument. Finally students will write an essay explaining King’s purpose and how he used the power of the spoken word in making his argument. Students must use examples from the speech to support their essay.
Note : This assignment will be used as an introductory lesson for studying the Civil Rights Movement from the 1950’s to present. As the lessons progress we will look back to King’s speech to find connections. Some events will pre date Kings speech and others will post date the speech.

Class Starter

Write on the board “I have a dream that one day this nation ______________” and have students complete. You could exchange nation with school, community, etc. Talk about a few of these. Quickly work into Martin Luther King’s speech “I have a dream”.
Procedure

1. Hand out the speech. Depending upon your class you may let students read quietly in groups, you may want to read a page to the class and let others read aloud.
2. When the reading is finished let students discuss the speech looking for “devises “ used by King to make his speech more “interesting”.  ( Use handout to help students.)

3. Discuss the speech with students, who, what, when, where, why, devises used , etc.

4. Assign essay to be written. If there is time have students begin essay in class. Essay will be due beginning of next class.   

Extension
A comparison of Dr. King’s speech could be made to Booker T. Washington’s  Atlanta compromise and/or to DeBois Niagra Movement speech.

