Citing Your Art Sources (79c)

When writing about art, there are no established documentation styles. However, MLA style is the most common, and Chicago Style is occasionally used. Your instructor may have a particular preference, so it is always best to ask.  

General Rules for Writing about Art in MLA format:

· Underline the title of the piece:

Chagall’s I and My Village

French’s The Minuet Man

· Cite any piece of artwork (painting, sculpture, photograph, etc.) in the Bibliography, which should be alphabetized:

1. Artist’s name (last, first). Title of the work. Institution housing the work (e.g. museum) or the owner of the work, City where this institution or the individual is located.

 
Bearden, Romare. The Train. Carole and Alex Rosenberg Collection, New York.

Rembrandt, van Rijn. Aristotle Contemplating the Bust of Homer. Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 

Evans, Walker. Penny Picture Display. 1936. Museum of Modern Art, New York. 

2. If you are including a photograph of the work you are discussing, then you must provide all the information given above, as well as the complete publication information for the source in which the art appears:

Cassatt, Mary. Mother and Child. Wichita Art Museum. American Painting: 1560-1913. By John Pierce. New York: McGraw, 1964. Slide 22.

El Greco. Burial of Count Orgaz. San Tomé, Toledo. Renaissance Perspectives in Literature and the Visual Arts. By Murray Roston. Princeton: Princeton UP, 1987. 274.

3. If you wish to include the date of the work, add the date immediately after the title:

Bearden, Romare. The Train. 1974. Carole and Alex Rosenberg Collection, New York.

General Rules for Writing about Art in Chicago Style:

· Italicize the title of the piece:

Grant Wood’s American Gothic

El Greco’s View of Toledo

· Traditional, but “unofficial” titles of artworks are written in capitalized Roman:

Apollo Belvedere

Mona Lisa

· Citing Works of Art:

1. Usually, works of art are not included in the Bibliography. 

2. Provide complete information as footnotes (bottom of the page) or endnotes (end of the paper). Example of footnote or endnote

NOTE: If you are including photocopied illustrations in your paper, organize them in order of your discussion within the paper. In the text, refer to each consecutively: figure 1, figure 2, etc. Provide full information about the image under each illustration provided.

Always follow the guidelines provided by your instructor!!! 
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