Personal Narrative, Session #

STRETCHING OUT A MOMENT TO IMPROVE WRITING

Share:

% To celebrate your achievements, share your flash-draft with your writing partner.
Make sure to story-tfell with lots of expression! As you read, notice where you
think you need fo add more feeling, dialogue, thinking, &/or action and/or sensory
details in your wrifing. Star those spofts!

% When it's your turn to listen, focus on seeing and feeling this powerful small

moment just as the writer fells it. Offer feedback!

Teach:

Imagine something you practice to improve on - a sport, playing an instrument, a hobby?
What do you do fo get better? What Now, imagine yourself,
practicing a writing skill. Instead of using gym equipment or a

recording device, you use your notebook, and your notebook

& becomes filled with your efforts to do that one thing better,

better, better, over and over.

YOUR NOTEBOOK IS NOW GOING TO BE A PLACE TO DELIBERATELY W W/u:t‘)?/
W M WL&Z’L—, NOT JUST A PLACE TO COLLECT NEW DRAFTS.

We selected our story seeds, rehearsed our stories, and flash-drafted them. Today, we

are going to stretch out par’rs of our stories by 2ooming in on details and sLowing down a
moment. Some of your may wonder what it means 1‘0:0W m&t a nw-m.ent

Let's take moment to figure this out...
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Today | want to teach you ’rha’mtuaw oul o memenLisa writing skill in

which you magnify an event in your story, much like a filmmaker does
when he zooms in on the action using slow motion. Today, we will become

familiar with this skill and use it fo improve our writing.

% When you ek ool o rmorment, you take a part of your story that you

can slow down and expand on. To expand on this moment, you can add feeling,

dialogue, thinking, &/or action, as well as sensory details.

Mentor Text:

Let's Look at an example of how | strefched out a moment from my flash draft. The first

step is to reread the flash-draft to find parts of the important parts of the story that

could be stretched out. Next step is to draw a box around these parts.

Original Personal Narrative Flash Draft

I John 5@41@,_an%%@ , "Dont Ak | Notbad... but 1 can
[down - just 1eep Cimbiry Nou're Qirnesy) STRETCH
Lot Anhe top Ao It pot! 1 Anougnt: ouT
i dénn eonvzed T _\g}_@_&ﬂ”p_b@%_{,ﬁg_‘__ this moment if |
11se he cvmbed boax down 4D balance | use some writing &
OuF 'T“e_LOPES _.G,A’*Lheip_m_e_gﬁ_;l__ craft techniques.
ool 0. dﬁ_‘_ep brﬁ%_‘.ii"_L_&ndj\h_J‘{_S‘[__M_ What can | do to
-Lﬁ_ The fop. —__ C—— —— improve this?

Y B
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% Visualize the sensory details in that moment.

% Rewrite the moment in a purposeful way using writing strategies and craft I've
learned from lessons and from reading mentor texts. Add feeling, dialogue,
thinking, &/or action, and sensory details that make sense to the moment and
from the narrator's point of view.

Rewrite:

Jonn_ wWas shil warhng o ™Me dpp 1o i
My surpnise , holdiNg -me booud waih | started with a small
Stuffed animad he had won for me. Be
yelled down, “Just heeping Qlimibing. Youre
QJMOSt to e +op. “No, Tm not! T. tnoug bk

TTne ropes Swaued shgnhy and 1 scene, and then magnified
hgntened My qrospad A rough piece the details. What do you
of pe dug ShOJDid Yasre %em @ Hice | did Yo
__%5_:_@.::_1_&;3 hand , butr T ddn'+ dere move.
T wes porady2ed with feadf.

“T cont rove " T Snouted 4o John, this scene?
LMy voite hlgh!GnOL‘th’i’ T mmam—abw
Ny momer's clear o wasning 10 c:h(_uc n <
A _b.oQQQ_M@\_!ﬁ__gg_meS Trus mufﬁ e Wy,

“Hold on, I'm Gming down 4 helip,”
Jonn_cauied. He manewvered slowly , feert-
Arst POCK onde e yopeS. AS he descend-
20, he tadhed Yo me in a. 10w voice , bu+
1 covldn't near hon over 4me. loud
\augnter of o mefhanica) Clown. Was il
laughiag o me?
| Sudd@’\lu My barmer gaobed my hand

_omd@uﬂed Chmb!” e commanded , and
1 made o ehoge fr 4me +op.

moment from my

flash-draft, relived the

STRETCH OUT
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Active E%emen‘lﬁ
Now it's your turn to practice M}%« oul & rmeorenCseveral times on

your flash draf.

1. Reread your flash-draft fo find part of your story that you can slow down and
expand on.

2. Draw a box around the part that you want to strefch out.

3. Visualize the sensory details in that moment.

4. Rewrite this moment (on the left side of your notebook) in a purposeful way,
adding in feeling, dialogue, thinking, &/or action, as well as sensory details.

5. Practice this in as many places as possibLe/ hecessary.

Ori 5‘(\0\ wrnﬂﬂd —\—10(10 oy f persong) DO TQAINE

SATed Qh.@d Ot }../lOTY\{i'Y'\I"Y l - ’____I&5YT O\(G{:{:‘ti —_—
s e iS50 5 — 3 :r rea,,\@gd T caudn't Goenhoue Ghmipg Tne
4 j_O_‘ﬂﬂ WOS Shi wwhna af he ’f'nlo o _ * ‘(DPQS_DQ.QMSQJ(,JLL&\’_QUANO\”LI' thmg .
" Surprise hoﬂd»ng ‘Thﬂ noo.rdwa,m 4 | pasance . T b—mjr‘fj Wmidif\‘b._(}%‘
Stuffed onimod be had Wm‘FD‘(’ me. He ][ ‘1 Qidod  oow whas o aoJ S5 L ond
i . . ~ I R
\,Je.ﬂzd;dﬂw:h. juST“)tﬁtﬂleO%__ﬁlm\ng \I::rc | | af Just sropped. T imougnt Funhouses
QIMOST o e top. Ao, Lim rior T ThOug : P lwere supposed o e FUNL This was
e wpes Swayed slgiiy dnd L ' defnitey nor fun, and T was deﬁns’nﬂﬂ
____‘hgntened my _qrasped . A rough piece 1 (p—
Qﬁrﬁfej“ﬁm’fp'gﬁ';‘ml c;h;e f‘ﬁ;ﬂ p - \coved wp at my brofher wnowas
my Swearu hand  puw an' e mOeE. e/
ﬂ&@@q%@d with fear L"— s ned R roe WSuecpcise. L iff
i - B ’ hol h T +h hr 4p ISEN
“T eond voowe " T Snoded 4o John, [i —— dmj ™ up gt o1y

But_whadtier! Big brother obligatiens.!

o 18 o
i Paptand g 5 e oves {5 o it s, D o |
= ) : ¢ 1 +
boacdwaith games Tnis must De _'— —M:hJUST r—lﬁﬁ‘m??ﬁl 2}(; L rf”hiimaS——
= “Hold on, J'm o1 0g donn 48 he,lo T—_,c»:\h_j hemil&,;d,mtzo E -_‘;O—anm%, :
 Jonn couied. He manecvered siow 4- —i onn_cearzed T wasod | T
& DocK ont - ;;SS h? - | |so he ovmibed boaox down 4o baiance
20, ne teuked 4o me in a. 10w voice. , but — Qub e ;0985 ,M\,M%_
1 cowldn't heac o over dme \oud 1 Jooll o aeep rb.r_cgm_a,ad_\ug%vcﬂ__
lougnter 0f 6. meenanica) cionn. Was i J :ﬁm.__.wﬂ‘ﬁ fop gy ——
Iaua‘nma o4 me? = hen we i 4o fhe \edge,
Suddenlu my bemer graooed my hand | T wes 80 veheved! T wag QisO SO
ond Duned “C'mb'“ e anmandeg_, ond L [ Thanyfwl  ner iy beorhec hed et

T mode 0. ehoge Hof 1he 4P,
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Homework-:
For the next WW, finish stretching out moments of your flash draft. If you run out of

room, go to another page in your notebook.



