Number the Stars

Personal Narrative Packet

Writing your own story!







Name: ____________________________







Date: _____________________________

Personal Narrative Rubric

Prompt:  Write a well-written, multi-paragraph personal narrative (memoir) that includes well-developed and meaningful characters, setting, and plot.  Include sensory details, figurative language, dialogue, and an appropriate point of view.

	Standard
	4
	3
	2
	1

	W 2.1 a)
	Thoroughly establishes and develops a plot
	Establishes and develops a plot
	Vaguely establishes a plot
	Does not establish or develop a plot

	
	Thoroughly establishes and develops the setting
	Establishes and develops the setting
	Vaguely establishes the setting
	Does not establish the setting

	
	Consistently uses an appropriate point of view
	Somewhat consistently uses an appropriate point of view
	Rarely uses the same point of view
	Does not present an appropriate point of view.

	W 2.1 b)
	Effectively uses sensory details to develop and enhance the plot
	Uses sensory details to develop the plot
	Vaguely uses sensory details connected to the plot
	Does not use or inaccurately uses sensory details

	
	Effectively uses sensory details to develop and enhance the character
	Uses sensory details to develop the character
	Vaguely uses sensory details connected to the character
	Does not use or inaccurately uses sensory details

	W 2.1 c)
	Effectively uses dialogue to enhance the narrative
	Uses dialogue throughout the narrative
	Uses dialogue somewhat haphazardly
	Does not use or inaccurately uses dialogue

	R 3.2 
	Effectively incorporates qualities of character
	Incorporates qualities of character
	Somewhat incorporates qualities of character
	Does not incorporate qualities of character

	R 1.2
	Effectively incorporates examples of figurative language
	Incorporates examples of figurative language
	Disconnectedly adds examples of figurative language
	Does not include or inaccurately includes examples of figurative language

	LC 1.4
	Consistently uses correct capitalization and punctuation.
	Typically uses correct capitalization and punctuation.
	Somewhat misuses capitalization and punctuation.
	Often misuses capitalization and punctuation.

	W 1.5 
	Neatly composes document with word processing skills and principles of design
	Composes document with word processing skills and principles of design
	Composes document with some word processing skills and little principles of design
	Writes final draft by hand, forgoing word processing skills 


Points Possible: Standards (4 points possible for each standard)
___/40 



Storyboard 




___/2



Draft 





___/2



Revisions 




___/2



Hook





___/2



Proper Header



  
___/2 







Total

___/50 points

Brainstorming!

Directions: As a class, we will brainstorm for objects, places, events, and people that you might include in your personal narrative. In the end, circle the objects, places, events, and people that will be featured in your story. 

Objects





Places

Events





People


Planning the Plot
	Title:  What will your personal narrative be called? Make sure to create a title that makes some one want to read your story.  Draw a picture along with it that will make the reader interested in your story!


	Character(s):  You are the main character in a personal narrative. What are some of your qualities that you will include? 


	Setting:  Where does story take place?  When did your story take place (past, present, night, day?)  Draw a picture of the setting(s) of your story.
	First event: What happens first in your story? This part of your story should set up a problem that you faced. 

	Rising Action: What are some other events that lead up to your climax? 
	Climax: What is the climax of your personal narrative? Remember, this is the turning point. It is usually the most exciting part of your story. 


	Falling Action: What happens in between the climax and the resolution of your story? 


	Resolution: How does your story end? What have you learned as the main character?  





Personal Narrative “Hook”

Objective:  We will create several choices for a “hook” to begin our personal narratives.  In doing so, we will continue to revise our narratives to prepare for our final drafts.

Directions:  After sharing in Ms. Widmer’s “hook” creations, use the graphic organizer below to help you create 4 new opening sentences for your narrative.  Then, share your examples with your partner and choose your favorite “hook.”


	Type & Definition
	Example
	My Example

	Flat statement – a direct assertion of your thoughts or your experience
	Thanks to the poor vision-genes of my legally blind father, I have never had great eyesight.  


	

	Lesson learned – a thoughtful comment or lesson that is revealed in your story
	Parents are more often right than we young people think.


	

	Question – a question that hints at what is to come in your narrative
	How can rain, new glasses, and the movie theaters lead to three hours of solitude in a tiny, white chair?


	

	Quote – a comment or dialogue between characters in your story
	“I think you should listen to your dear, old mom,” forewarned my mother.  “I’ve learned a thing or two in my years.”


	





Writing the First Draft
Paragraph 1:  

	Narrative Hook: (Use the one you just chose)



	Problem:  Introduce the problem that your main character(s) will have to solve.  Be creative and make it exciting! Make sure to include details that describe the setting of the story.  



	Characters:  Introduce the characters to your readers.  Be descriptive so that your readers can visualize the characters!



	


Paragraph 2:  

	Event 1:  Describe the first event.  How does your story begin? This is where your problem starts.




Paragraph 3:


 Rising Action: Describe the events that lead up to the climax of your story.

	Climax: This is the turning point of your story. How do you start to solve the problem you are facing?




	Falling Action: What events happen in between the climax and the resolution?




	Resolution: How does your story end? How did you learn a lesson or solve the problem?




Personal Narrative Self & Peer Revision

Directions: First complete the Self Revisions, then write your name on the board and wait (or cross someone else’s out and find him/her), and last, complete the Peer Revisions together.

Self Revision: On your draft, find or ADD the following elements (use a carrot ^ or other symbol so you can follow your additions when you read your draft).  Underline the following elements in the color that is specified (you may borrow colored pencils if necessary).

1. Character(s) names – blue

2. Setting – green

3. Sensory Details (at least 3)– red

4. Dialogue (at least 2) – orange 

5. Figurative Language (at least 2 similes, metaphors, idioms and/or personification) – yellow

1. Is your narrative written in 1st person (I, me, we, my) or 3rd person (they, them, he, she)? _____

2. Is every sentence a complete sentence? _____

3. Do you think your classmates will want to read this? _____ Why or why not? _______________________________________________________________________

4. Did you do your best? _____

Peer Revision:

Step 1: Find a place to sit with your partner and write his/her name here: _______________

Step 2: Choose one partner to read his/her narrative out loud to the other.  While listening to the reader, the peer reviser should think about one thing you like, one thing that is confusing, and one helpful suggestion.

Step 3: After the reader has completed his/her narrative, the peer reviser (listener) should tell the reader his/her thoughts so that the reader can complete the following:

My peer reviser liked ___________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

My peer reviser was confused by _________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

My peer reviser suggested _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

After listening to my peer reviser, I am going to 

· Add ________________________________________________________________________

· Take out _____________________________________________________________________

· Change ______________________________________________________________________

Narrative Self-Evaluation

Objective:  We will evaluate our Narratives in order to understand our progress and achievements as a writer.

Directions: Step 1- Identify the parts of your narrative with a few words.
	Main Character:
	Quality(qualities) of Main Character:


	Description of Setting:  



	Beginning of Story:
	Middle of Story:


	Ending of Story:


Step 2- Check the boxes of the steps you have completed.

· Storyboard 




· Draft 






· Revisions 




· Hook 





· Proper Header on final draft


Step 3- Draw a circle in each section where you think you fit on the rubric.


	Standard
	4
	3
	2
	1

	W 2.1 a)
	Thoroughly establishes and develops a plot
	Establishes and develops a plot
	Vaguely establishes a plot
	Does not establish or develop a plot

	
	Thoroughly establishes and develops the setting
	Establishes and develops the setting
	Vaguely establishes the setting
	Does not establish the setting

	
	Consistently uses an appropriate point of view
	Somewhat consistently uses an appropriate point of view
	Rarely uses the same point of view
	Does not present an appropriate point of view.

	W 2.1 b)
	Effectively uses sensory details to develop and enhance the plot
	Uses sensory details to develop the plot
	Vaguely uses sensory details connected to the plot
	Does not use or inaccurately uses sensory details

	
	Effectively uses sensory details to develop and enhance the character
	Uses sensory details to develop the character
	Vaguely uses sensory details connected to the character
	Does not use or inaccurately uses sensory details

	W 2.1 c)
	Effectively uses dialogue to enhance the narrative
	Uses dialogue throughout the narrative
	Uses dialogue somewhat haphazardly
	Does not use or inaccurately uses dialogue

	R 3.2 
	Effectively incorporates qualities of character
	Incorporates qualities of character
	Somewhat incorporates qualities of character
	Does not incorporate qualities of character

	R 1.2
	Effectively incorporates examples of figurative language
	Incorporates examples of figurative language
	Disconnectedly adds examples of figurative language
	Does not include or inaccurately includes examples of figurative language

	LC 1.4
	Consistently uses correct capitalization and punctuation.
	Typically uses correct capitalization and punctuation.
	Somewhat misuses capitalization and punctuation.
	Often misuses capitalization and punctuation.

	W 1.5 
	Neatly composes document with word processing skills and principles of design
	Composes document with word processing skills and principles of design
	Composes document with some word processing skills and little principles of design
	Writes final draft by hand, forgoing word processing skills 


My original first sentence:





My final choice “hook”:





Ms. Widmer is going to give you a summary of her personal narrative. Next, in a few sentences, explain what your personal narrative is going to be about: 





Plot Diagram for your Person Narrative





Directions: Use your story board to plot out the events of your personal narrative. You ma write or draw the events. 








*Some of these pages were reproduced with the permission of Ms. Franklin.


