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Guide created using the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.).

Citing by Author(s)
Number of Author(s) Cited in the Text (Narrative) Parenthetical Citation
1 Author Smith (2020) (Smith, 2020)
2 Authors Pérez and Taylor (2020) (Pérez & Taylor, 2020)

3 or More Authors Lee et al. (2020) (Lee et al., 2020)

Organization without 
abbreviation 

ProQuest Congressional (2020) (ProQuest Congressional, 2020)

Organization with 
abbreviation
     First Time

    Additional Times

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA, 2020)

NASA (2020)

(National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration [NASA], 2020)

(NASA, 2020)
et al. - means “and others,” no period after et

Unknown Author: If no author is identified, cite the first few words of the citation on the reference page 
(usually the title). Title of an article, a chapter, or a web page is in double quotes. Title of a periodical, a book 
or eBook, report is italicized. 

Narrative:  the article “World Gastroenterology” (2009)
Parenthetical: (“World Gastroenterology,” 2009)

Narrative: the book Great American Short Stories (1997) 
Parenthetical: (Great American Short Stories, 1997)

Personal Communications: Interviews, private letters, phone conversations, email, etc. that do not provide 
recoverable data are not listed on the reference page. Cite them in text only.  Use the initials and surname of 
the individual and an exact date.

Narrative: T. J. Majors (personal communication, June 20, 1867)
Parenthetical: (T. J. Majors, personal communication, June 20, 1867)
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