Learning to write a haiku is fun and easy!

What is a haiku? The haiku originated in Japan and is a verse (poem) written in three lines. The
haiku does not rhyme. Instead, the haiku sets a mood or portrays a feeling or scene.

The entire haiku is composed in 17 syllables. The first line contains five syllables, the second line
has seven syllables, and the third and final line has five syllables. 5-7-5. Here’s a Haiku to help
you remember.

| am first with five
Then seven in the middle --
Five again to end.

To begin writing your own haiku, choose a subject. Think about the Japanese internment
experience:

e What happened and why

e Where they went and what it looked like
e Who and what you missed most at home
e How you met new people and made new friends
e How would your parents act?

e How did you feel about

Your old friends

The USA

The Guards

The lack of privacy

The weather
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Examples of Haiku

http://www.buzzle.com/articles/haiku-examples-of-haiku-poems.html

http://www.pocanticohills.org/occhicone/03/haiku.htm

http://www.twodragonflies.com/4children.html



http://www.buzzle.com/articles/haiku-examples-of-haiku-poems.html
http://www.pocanticohills.org/occhicone/03/haiku.htm
http://www.twodragonflies.com/4children.html
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Photographs of the Japanese internment:
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A tower for the "consolation of souls" was erected in the cemetery at the Manzanar internment camp in
1943 by Ryozo Kado, a stone mason imprisoned in the camp in 1942.







