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Haiku 

 

A haiku is a short poem invented in Japan.  It often describes nature with very simple 

observations.  A haiku consists of three unrhymed lines of five, seven, and five syllables 

respectively.  Since there are few words, the words selected should be vivid and 

descriptive.   

 

Bursting from below 

Soft, green, stalk pointing upward 

Reaching for sun’s warmth 

 

 

 

Tanka 

 

A Tanka is like an extended haiku.  Tanka is an even older form of Japanese poetry.  It is a 

short poem describing a memory or a moment from one’s life.  A Tanka consists of five 

unrhymed lines of five, seven, five, seven, and seven syllables respectively.   

 

One last particle 

The last cake ever from you  

Tastes too sweet somehow 

To eat alone with balloons 

And memories of goodbye 
 


