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PRINCIPALS’ PRIDE MONTHLY REPORT  
FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
David Park  and Dale Lewis –  
With contributing reports from teachers, advisors, coaches, and the 
community.  
 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
Developing the whole student.  Achieving excellence in academics,  
athletics, and the arts.                                                                                          

 

NOVEMBER 2014 
 

NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL- Awarded 2014 

Red and black are still beautiful.  So is blue! 

FHS Website:  FAIRVIEW HIGH SCHOOL 

The district’s theme this year:  GRATITUDE 

Our most sincere wishes for a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday season with friends and 

family.  May your blessings be many.   

Nothing is more honorable than a grateful heart.     ~ Seneca 

                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fairviewschools.org/fairview-high-school/
http://www.fairviewschools.org/fairview-high-school/


2   FHS PRINCIPALS’ PRIDE REPORT  -  NOVEMBER 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the US Department of Education, in its more than 30 year history, the Department has granted the award 

to about 7,000 American schools. Great effort has been taken to recognize schools from the broad array of American 

schools representing both the public and private sectors. The schools also represent urban, suburban, and rural, and 

schools that serve the broad cross section of social, economic, and ethnic populations. 

The Blue Ribbon schools recognition focuses on two broad categories of schools: The Department of Education states 

that, “Using standards of excellence evidenced by student achievement measures and research-based indicators of 

school quality, the Department celebrates high-performing schools and schools with a high percentage of students 

from disadvantaged backgrounds that significantly improve whole-school test scores and student subgroup test 

scores.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal Park and teacher, Laurie Hitt, receiving the award this month in our nation’s capital.  

One of 340 schools (elementary, middle, and high school – public and private) across the 

country (chosen from more than 100,000 schools). Our students, faculty, support staff, 

administration, school board, and community are all proud of this great honor.   
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REGISTER FOR EMAIL FROM FHS 

ON THE DISTRICT WEBSITE DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP FOR EMAIL.  The 

link is on the BOTTOM MIDDLE of the homepage.  Once you are registered 

you will receive this report and other materials and information from FHS.   

Also include your emails and phone numbers for texts from FHS.  We’ll keep 

you totally informed about FHS life.   Also follow (and LIKE us) on Facebook.  

 

                                                                                                                                                           

 

  
  

 

 

FOLLOW THE DAILY ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FHS at this 

link.  Bookmark it on your computer / cell phone for daily 

reference. 

 

 

How Cool is You School? 

[The correct reply to the above question is VERY, VERY.] 

FHS was one of this year’s winners for the WICU Channel 12 contest.  The station sent a full 

team to cover an early morning collection of events and interviews.  Their staff reported that it 

was the loudest, most impressive display of school spirit they had ever seen demonstrated.  

We had over 350 students and nearly a full component of the faculty arrive at the school 

before 6 a.m. to show the world what Tiger Pride is all about.  Way to go, FHS!!!  A very big 

month for our school. 

http://www.fairviewschools.org/announcements/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Fairview-High-School/1471572539765139?ref=hl
http://www.fairviewschools.org/fairview-high-school/announcements-calendars-events/daily-announcements/


4   FHS PRINCIPALS’ PRIDE REPORT  -  NOVEMBER 2014 

The PATS organization provided five $20 gift cards to raffle off in the morning to help entice 

the students to come early.  The winners are 

Mad Max - Kayla Harris 

  

Moe's -  Anna Chojnacki 

  

Chipolte - Sydney Leemhuis 

  

Sheetz - Jayme Sanner 

  

Starbucks - Casey Wise 

  

 

Sheetz provided 200 breakfast sandwiches, 10 dozen donuts, cookies and hot beverages. 
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Bright blue ice cream was donated 

and served by the Student Council 

during all three lunches.  Enjoyed 

by one and all. 
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Fairview Virtual Giving Tree 

 
This is an opportunity for your family to become involved in helping make the 
holidays brighter for another Fairview family who is experiencing financial 
hardship The Fairview School community in conjunction with the Fairview 
Foundation have placed a virtual giving tree on the main page of the District 
website, Fairviewschools.org.  Simply click on the link to view “wish list 
items.”  Any help you can provide will be greatly appreciated by all of us 
who strive to make the Fairview community a great place for all of our 
children to live and to learn. 
 
How do I help? 

 You may choose to: 
o purchase one item for a child 
o select several items to purchase (they can be for the same child or for different 

children) 
o purchase all the items for a particular child  

 You may choose to make a tax-deductible donation payable to the Fairview School 
Foundation Student Support Fund to assist with the virtual tree project. 

o Send your donation to the Fairview School District at 7466 McCray Road Fairview 
PA 16415.  Please designate your donation for the Virtual Tree Project. 

 
What do I do after I make a selection? 

 Please email confirmation of which gift you selected and for whom to 
kimj@fairview.iu5.org    (Kimberly Jensen, School Counselor, Fairview Elementary). 
 

What do I do with the gift that I purchased?   

 Please label the gift with the item number. 

 Please deliver your selection to the Elementary School by December 8, 2014.  

 You do NOT need to wrap the gift.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:kimj@fairview.iu5.org
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Positive Posters 

 
Mrs. Daley’s Digital Art Class has finished up their Positive Posters and have been submitted 
for approval. All that stand between producing and hanging them in the hallways is the final 
adjustments and the approval for the mini grant. The students of Fairview Elementary, Middle 
and High Schools have worked hard on creating some visually appealing posters that send a 
motivational and uplifting message to the passers in the campus hallways. We also had a few of 
Mrs. Wegner’s Art students approved after she had asked them to create a poster in their 
sketchbooks. We hope to print most of these posters, as they turned out great! We will show 
some of these next issue of the Principals’ Pride Report. 
AmeriCorps  

 
Please stop by room 202 to review the AmeriCorps bulletin board. The 
goal was to provide a quick and easy way for students to learn a 
little bit about our tutoring services. The information provided will 
fill you in on any questions you may have about where and when we meet 
and how to become involved. Please feel free to contact me at any time 
if you have any further questions! 
 
Ms. Lybrook 
AmeriCorps Representative 
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STAFF 

     Mrs. George           Mrs. Crawford             Mrs. Tann 

   

Contact Us! 

ERIE COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL NEWS 

Although the ninth graders are just getting their feet wet in the high school, it’s never too early to begin 

thinking about post-secondary planning.  Recent newspaper articles and new stories indicate that many 

available jobs no longer require a four-year college degree but rather a technical education.  We are extremely 

fortunate to have access to the Erie County Technical School which offers 17 different labs.   

Recently, Lisa Sorensen, the Director of Admissions at ETCS, visited the high school and met with small groups 

of ninth graders. At this meeting, she showed a video summarizing the different labs available to the students.  

On the morning of Thursday, November 13 the ninth graders went to ECTS to learn more about their top three 

lab choices.   The students were in each lab for a 30 minute mini-class where they were able to participate in 

hands-on exercises.   Among other engaging activities, students laid bricks in Construction Trades, stamped a 

dog-tag in Metal Fabrication, and wired a light bulb in Electronics.  

The programs at the ECTS have changed with the times.  Over 50% of ECTS graduates continue their education 

after graduation at four or two year schools, and many of those college-bound students are able to transfer 

college credits earned at ECTS.    Many ECTS students who go directly into the work force are able to enter 

with a variety of national certifications. ECTS students may be offered paid internship experiences their senior 

years, with many of those internships turning into job-offers.   

Applications are now being accepted from the Class of 2019, and students who would like to apply are 

encouraged to get their applications in by December 17.  The application process can be competitive, and last 

year there were wait lists for most of the labs.  Grades, attendance and work ethic are all taken into 

consideration.   

http://www.fairviewschools.org/assets/Hayden-Web-Assistant/Contact-Guidance.png
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If you have any questions about the application process or ECTS, please contact Mrs. Lisa George at 474-2600 

ext 3113.  She is the counselor who traditionally works 

with the tech students.   

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR OUTSTANDING ECTS 

STUDENTS! 

The following students currently enrolled in the 

ECTS had perfect attendance for the first grading 

period: 

Landon Michalak (Facility Maintenance)   Sarah 

Peterson (Art and Design for Business) 

 

The following students currently enrolled in the ECTS made Honor Roll for the first grading period: 

Henry Chiapa (Computer Programming) Miranda Hammond (Cosmetology) 

Lucas Hess (Precision Machining)  Lillian Shallenberger  (Art and Design for Business) 

Brent Snyder (Metal Fabrication)  Karen Stucke (Cosmetology) 

Danielle Yonkin (Health Assistant)  Jacob Yonkin 

(Precision Machining) 
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ARTICLE FROM THE ERIE TIMES by ERICA ERWIN 

Guidance Counselor - Emily Crawford worked at what was then Mercyhurst College for four years, at one 
point serving as interim director of admissions. 
 
At the same time, she was taking classes to earn a master's degree in counseling. 
 
She didn't want to just help students who were considering attending Mercyhurst, or who had already made 
up their minds to enroll. 
 
She wanted to help high school students who had no idea how to navigate the college application process. 
 
"You work with students at one school and you can be helpful, but not as helpful as looking at the whole 
admissions picture," said Crawford, 32. 
 
In this college application season, Crawford, now a school counselor at Fairview High School, talked to the Erie 
Times-News about her top tip for students, the biggest mistake students make, and stomach butterflies. 
 
Q What's your No. 1 tip for students? 
 
A "Students need to have an activity résumé. Colleges are focusing so much more on looking at the student as 
a whole, not just standardized test scores and transcripts. They want to look at what a student has done for 
the community. ... We've found the Ivy League and high-end schools are not just loosing for a résumé but for 
something (students) have done that's really impactful." 
 
Q What's the biggest mistake students make? 
 
A "Not researching schools, not visiting the campuses, just applying to schools because their parents want 
them to or because friends are going there. ... They kind of limit themselves. There really are great online 
resources. They need to visit college's websites and see what the requirements are. But there's so much more 
to it than that. They really need to visit the campus to see if it's a fit." 
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Q What makes students the most anxious? 
 
A"In the beginning they do get very anxious. 'I have so much to do. How am I going to get all this done?' 
Students really need to start as juniors, the summer before their senior year, thinking about essay topics, 
about who would write recommendation letters. If they have those things done they just have to fill out the 
applications, but some schools require three, four different supplements, so they'll have to write multiple 
essays for one school. It's stressful. 
 
"I think kids breathe a sigh of relief once their applications are in. Then they can't do anything. It's in the hands 
of the admissions people." 
 
Q How do you advise students to narrow down their choices? 
 
A "I'm really big on the campus visit. I walked on a campus and fell in love and didn't want to leave. ... And 
then there's the academic major. (Colleges) should have the major (the student wants to study), but also, do 
they have another major you might be interested in, because we know many students change their major 
once on campus. Also make sure it's affordable and fits in line with what you and your parents can afford. 
 
"Location is a big deal. Truly, how comfortable are you going to feel living far away from home, if that's what 
you choose, or living at home and commuting? You shouldn't be going to college because your boyfriend or 
girlfriend is going there, or because your father or brother went there. Just because it's a legacy and place 
where family has roots doesn't mean it's right for that student." 
 
ERICA ERWIN can be reached at 870-1846 or by e-mail. Follow her on Twitter at twitter.com/ETNerwin. 
 

COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 

The Guidance Office has been reminding students to finish up college applications and get transcripts 

and test scores mailed off before Thanksgiving break.  Many students have completed all of their 

applications and are checking the mail daily for their acceptance letters.  This can be a difficult time as 

the students start a buzz around the school with talk of acceptance to their chosen schools.  There are 

some things you need to know about the admissions process and the mailing of acceptance letters: 

 Don’t ever assume that your file is complete.  Check online to monitor your admissions status 

or call and check to make sure all materials have been received.   

 The FHS school counselors are available to help.  We are always willing to call a school and 

check the status with you.  We have good relationships with many of the local schools and 

personally know some of the admissions staff.  If you do not feel comfortable calling, we are 

more than willing to help.   

 Admissions counselors do not always read files in the order of their arrival at the admissions 

office.  There may be multiple admissions counselors reading files at different rates.  Just 

because you applied before your friends, and they have already heard back does not mean that 

you will not be accepted.  Be patient, your letter will come.   
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 Creating a friendly relationship with your assigned admissions counselor can be helpful.  

Especially at small schools, the admissions staff likes to hear from you and know about your 

desire to attend.  Do not be overbearing.  Calling over and over asking when you will hear can 

be frustrating to the admissions counselors.  They are working as quickly as they can to process 

files.  Be polite.   Not being so can possibly hurt your chances on a ‘close call’ decision. 

 Being wait-listed or put on hold is not the end of the world.  Many times colleges want to view 

a student’s first semester grades before making a final decision.  Always submit the requested 

materials to the school.   

 Check your email as often as you check your mailbox.  Some colleges are sending electronic 

award letters and even video acceptances before letters are mailed. 

 Take a deep breath and good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to know what new materials have been added to the FHS Library 

Collection? Follow us on Pinterest! Search for FHS Library and check out all 

the new books and DVDs that are added on a monthly basis. 

 

 

 

YALSA just announced the Teens Top Ten for 2014! Check out this link to 

read a summary about each title. To watch a YouTube of all the winners, 

select this link. All of the 2014 winners are available for check out in the 

FHS Library. Stop in and see them all on display! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/crotty0360/
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/teenreading/teenstopten/2014%20TTT%20Nominationsx.pdf
http://youtu.be/nykmNiyF5yw
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$120,000 Full Tuition Mercyhurst University and Rotary Club’s Ethics Symposium 
Scholarship Winner  

Owen Hitt attended the Erie Rotary Club’s 2014 Ethics Symposium, hosted by 
Mercyhurst University. Owen and thirteen other FHS juniors, chosen by our faculty, 
attended this symposium last March.  The ethics symposium focuses on The Rotary 
Club’s specific mission statement: “…to engage students in a personal decision-
making process designed to foster a lifelong reflection on the ethical dimensions of 
their lives.” Part of this process recommends that students employ the Rotary Club’s 
ethical foundation of The Four-Way Test when they face ethical decisions. Students 
should ask the following questions before they decide their course of action: Is it the 
TRUTH? Is it FAIR to all concerned? Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
FRIENDSHIPS? Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

Owen’s attendance at the 2014 Ethics Symposium qualified him to apply for a four-
year, full-tuition scholarship to Mercyhurst University.  Both the Rotary Club and Mercyhurst University fund 
this scholarship.  Owen completed a lengthy application, composed an essay, and interviewed with a panel of 
professionals.  Owen was chosen as the recipient of this prestigious scholarship and is being offered full tuition 
to Mercyhurst University for four years!  This award will total more than $120,000!   

Congratulations, Owen! 
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These are the Fairview High School Students of the Month for October. 

 

Senior - Michael Siegel 
 

 

Junior -  Natasha Williams 
 

 

Sophomore - Christopher Hudson 
 

 

Freshman - Samuel Parini 
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Congratulations to Melissa Hullenbaugh on being named  
November Mentor of the Month.   
Melissa has been nominated by freshmen Cheyenne Freligh, Katie Gerber, and Grace Fryling.  Cheyenne 
commented, "Melissa goes out of her way to make me feel welcome in the high school.  She also makes high 
school not feel so stressful." 

  

Way to go Melissa!  Keep up the good work making our freshmen feel comfortable 

in their new school.  We appreciate your kind heart and thoughtfulness. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charles Barber  

Sons of the American Revolution 
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 Ebola is a rare and deadly disease caused by infection with one of the Ebola virus strains. 
There are five identified Ebola virus species, four of which are known to cause disease in 
humans. The fifth species has caused disease in nonhuman primates but not in humans. 

 According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, currently the risk that a child in 
the United States could become sick with Ebola is extremely low because infection requires 
direct contact with an Ebola patient while the patient is symptomatic. 

 A person infected with Ebola can’t spread the disease until symptoms appear. 
 Ebola is spread through direct contact with blood and bodily fluids. It is not spread through air, 

water, or food. 
 Ebola is killed with hospital-grade disinfectants (such as household bleach). Ebola on dry 

surfaces, such as doorknobs and countertops, can survive for several hours; however, virus in 
body fluids (such as blood) can survive up to several days at room temperature. 

 It is much easier to catch the flu or other respiratory viruses than Ebola. 
 

 Fever 
 Severe headache 

 Muscle Pain 

 Weakness 

 Fatigue 

 Diarrhea  
 Abdominal pain 

 Unexplained hemorrhage (bleeding or bruising) 
 

These symptoms may appear anywhere from 2 to 21 days after exposure to Ebola, but the average is 
8 to 10 days. 
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 Wash your hands often with soap and water or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer. 
 Do NOT touch the blood or body fluids of people who are sick. 
 Do NOT handle items that may have come in contact with a sick person’s blood or body fluids, 

like clothes, bedding, needles, or medical equipment. 
 

Reference: The Centers for Disease Control and Preven 
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GRATITUDE AND JOY 

Mr. Brinling’s psychology class for seniors conducted an interesting study and exercise pertaining to 

gratitude, something fitting as we approach Thanksgiving.  Using the “The Science of Being Thankful to 

Increase Happiness” article, they then tipped off an exercise in gratitude and its connection to overall 

happiness. Students took a survey pertaining to the subject and then completed their own act of 

expressing gratitude, communicating via letter or phone call during class to express their gratitude to 

someone they knew, such as a (surprised) parent.  Subsequently they will conduct a school wide exercise in 

gratitude.  Here are photos of some of those students to people they admire and deeply appreciate. This is 

a nice and important look at a key life skill of recognizing the value of others, and expressing gratitude.  

From the class they will find out the positive effect on both the giver and receiver of the message.  

Lesson Objectives: 

Identify the purpose and goals of positive psychology.  

Use survey’s to assess levels of happiness. 

Analyze the results of survey’s. 

Use research and apply it in the real world. 

Complete an act of gratitude. 

Make the connection between expressing gratitude and levels of happiness.  

 

http://pro.psychcentral.com/child-therapist/2014/11/the-science-of-being-thankful-to-increase-happiness/
http://pro.psychcentral.com/child-therapist/2014/11/the-science-of-being-thankful-to-increase-happiness/
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Some of Mr. Brinling’s students preparing their messages of appreciation to someone who has been good to them 

in some way. 
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A positive report from Mr. Platz about this 1st quarter SAT Prep class: 

At the end of the 9-wk class we had two students who scored very well on their final practice 

test: Nolan Green scored a 780 and Bryce Yahn scored a 750.  These tests are official models of 

the actual exam so the results are a valid indication of how well these young men and women 

could expect to do on their actual tests, although we realize that other factors come into play 

on test days.  We were also pleased to see how long the list is of students whose scores 

increased over 100 points from the beginning of the nine weeks to the end of the nine weeks. 

Both new and review content and test-taking strategies are addressed in the required class. 

Many thanks to the teacher and students for their hard work and seriousness of purpose in 

how they approach this important preparation process.   
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On October 7, Ms. Turner's Environmental Science class participated in the 

International Coastal Clean-UP (ICC).  This is the second year that her class has had 

the chance to participate and add their data to what is being collected around the 

country and around the world.  This year, the students collected more than 22 pounds 

of trash.  Although most of that weight was composed of a large rusty container and 

several sports balls, the students found hundreds of food wrappers and plastic bags 

along the length of the Trout Run watershed they cleaned.  Notably missing from the 

students' collection this year was recyclable materials.  Most students found very few 

things that could go into the recycling bin.  Students saw this as a positive sign that 

students and visitors to the Fairview campus were utilizing the provided recycling 

bins.  Overall, the students did a great job cleaning up and gathering data for this 

year's ICC! 

 

Savannah Dieter, Makayla Wood, and Ericka McHenry  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        Ryan Santos 
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Scott Howells 

 

 

 

 

 

Parker Murphy, Shannon Nelson, Leo Burgos 
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Distance Learning Teacher Visits FHS 

On Monday November 27th, the Distance Learning Mandarin Teacher, Zhuoqun Rao, visited 

her Fairview High School class.  She shared aspects of Chinese culture with the students 

including two percussion instruments made out of bamboo and a game similar to American 

“hacky sack”.  When asked about her visit, Mark Gorman said, “it was great to have her here, 

in person.”  Owen Hitt added, “I enjoyed sharing American culture with her.” The Mandarin 

class hopes she will come back soon for another visit. 
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CP 9 English 

Mrs. Nies’ CP 9 English classes recently completed their novel study on The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by 

Mark Twain. The students worked on a partner project to complete the unit by identifying and defining 

symbolism throughout the book. The assignment asked the students to select four different symbols found 

during the reading, give a specific text example to support evidence of their symbol and then identify the 

significance of the symbol’s use. The students gave PowerPoint presentations in class and completed poster 

illustrations of selected symbols.   

 

CP 12 English 

The CP 12 English students have been working on a mini-unit focusing on the Harlem Renaissance and the 

poems of Langston Hughes. Through discussing the time period and significance of his work, the students 

were able to draw historical connections and identify the style Hughes used to relay his themes to his 

audience. The students then had to select one of the lenses Hughes employed, archetypal, historical, or 

biographical, to create their own poems using the district-wide theme of gratitude.  
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The AP Literature and Composition students have recently completed a study of The 

Stranger by Albert Camus. They explored the philosophy of existentialism which 

permeates the book, and they engaged in insightful discussions about this view on life. 

After completing this unit, students will begin their study of Jane Eyre with a unit 

focused on The Nature of Love and what moves people to act certain ways in the face 

of love.  
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The Honors English II sophomores began reading William Golding’s Lord of the Flies and in addition to using 
close reading strategies for plot and character development, will focus on the symbolism in the novel.  If you 
have not read this novel, find some time to read over the holidays; the link above will take you to an online 
version of the novel. 
 
The students recent completed a study of poetry and wrote original sonnets. You may find some of these 
students’ poems that shared a theme of gratitude throughout the Principals’ Newsletters. Read Cole 
Kocjancic’s poem below: 

 
“Thanks” is all it takes to make someone’s day, 

For showing gratitude goes a long way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gratitude Poems by Sophomores in Honors English II 
 

Haiku 

For all those who fought 

Only one phrase sums it up 

Thanks for your service 
 
Anonymous 

      
Gratitude  

 
People can show gratitude in many different ways 
By giving back and thanking those who brightened days 
Writing a thank you letter 
Can make a person better 
By attempting to show gratitude 
It’ll change the way one is viewed.  

By Aya Albasti  

http://gv.pl/pdf/lord_of_the_flies.pdf
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Gratitude Haikus 
People everywhere  

They never seem to show thanks  
 

Gratefulness not there      
Gratitude inside  

It is our time to show it  
Obliged to say thanks  

 
By Vicky Bajek 

 
      

 
Gratitude 

 
Sometimes saying thanks is the hardest thing, 

Even if the gratitude is due. 
Although hearing this word echoes a wonderful ring, 

Saying thanks is only done by few. 
by 

-Bo Root 
 

     

The Nine Letter Word  
Gratitude,  
A nine letter word  
That I would like to use  
To express my appreciation  
Towards you 
 
From your helping hand  
To your gentle smile  
You make the students want to stay a while  
Thank You!  

 
Anonymous 
 
      
 
Take time and give thanks, 
That we have stopped pulling most pranks. 
Think of all the nice things that have been done, 
All of the things so you could have fun. 
Go home and give your parents a hug,  
That they had you and not a pug. 
The best way to show your gratitude,  
Is through your attitude 
 
Anonymous 
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Gratitude Haiku 
 
 
Say thank you often 
to show the people you love,  
that you are grateful. 
 
Anonymous 
      
 

Gratitude 

Gratitude; kindness 

It is needed to succeed 

Niceness is the key 
 

By Abby German 
      

Gratitude Haiku 

 
I am grateful for 

everything you do for me. 

I am so thankful! 
 

By Anonymous 

 
      

 
Gratitude 

One word says thank you, 
And shows appreciation 

The word, gratitude 
 

By Casey Wise 
 

      
 
 

Show some gratitude 
You may change an attitude 

Come on try it dude! 
 

By Trip Maynard 
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Gratitude 
 

Two words. 
Two words can make someone smile. 

Two words can change someones day. 
Two words; Thank you 

 
By Jake Kocan 

 
Christopher Hudson 
 

Gratitude 
 All people can simply say please and thank you. If we all did this, the world would be a better 
place. Just to show a little gratitude to others. Is it really that hard? It shows we’re grateful and 
appreciative. Why not say something nice? Improve someone’s day and show some gratitude. This may 
not be a poem, but my point is clear: just say please and thank you. 
 
      
 

What is Gratitude? 
Gratitude 
What is gratitude? 
Gratitude is not being relieved that you didn’t miss your bus, 
It’s not being pleased you understand class material, 
It’s not getting a good grade on a test, 
And it’s not having a friend in a class to keep you sane 
 
Gratitude is waking up every morning 
And having someone there to greet you. 
It’s being able to say “thanks” to someone who is there for you. 
It is being there for someone when they need you. 
It is showing the world that you can take anything it throws at you 
And that you can help everyone along the way. 
 
Anonymous 
      
 
 

“Thanks” is all it takes to make someone’s day, 
For showing gratitude goes a long way. 

 
     By Cole Kocjancic 
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Gratitude Paragraph 

 Thank you to all of the veterans who have served our country.  I greatly appreciate all of what you have 
done to keep our country safe.  If it weren’t for my father, having been in the military for nine years, explaining 
all of what every man and woman goes through in the military, I wouldn’t understand how hard you all have 
fought.  I am sure you have all gone through very hard times while fighting.  I express great gratitude and thank 
you all for fighting in order to keep our country the way it is. 
 
Anonymous 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER VETERANS’ DAY THOUGHTS 

Interview with a student who wanted to take her showing her appreciation to our veterans one step further…  

Why is Veterans Day important to you? 

 I come from a long line of veterans, my great-grandfather, grandfather, and several other family 
members have served. Veterans Day has always meant something to my family and me.  
 
What made you want to write a letter to our veterans? 

 I know “Gratitude” is this year’s theme and in Mrs. Stevens’ English class she stresses the importance 
of expressing gratitude. I thought that personally thanking in writing all of the veterans that work in the district 
would be a great opportunity to express gratitude.  
 
  -Allison McCloy 
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Allison McCloy delivering one of her letters to a Fairview School District employee veteran. 
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Students in Post-Secondary Planning just finished 
researching college and financial aid. Students learned about 
the various options available to assist them in funding an 
education. If you would like to learn more about applying to 
college or financial aid please visit 
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-admissions .  
 

In the coming weeks students will begin to build their e-
portfolios on their own website. The e-portfolios will showcase 
each students resume, cover letter, video resume, graduation 
presentation and more. After high school, students can 
change the security settings on these e-portfolios so they can 
be used while applying to jobs or colleges.  

 

On January 7th and 8th students in Post-Secondary Planning will have mock job 
interviews. Students will be interviewed by local business professionals for a fictitious 
entry level job being offered at the school. If you or anyone in the community would be 
able to volunteer to conduct interviews please contact the teacher, Mr. Matt Greene, at 
mgreene@fairview.iu5.org. The goal of this experience is to make the job interviews as 
realistic as possible to better prepare our students for success after Fairview.  
 
The SAT Prep juniors are exploring strategies to employ on their next sample test.  They are investigating 

strategies for the writing section for the next three weeks, specifically addressing the error identification, 
improving sentences, improving paragraphs, and the essay.  These students also are building their vocabulary 
for the SAT; you can help be encouraging them to read, read, and read some more.  Reading is the best way to 
improve vocabulary. 

https://www.khanacademy.org/college-admissions
mailto:mgreene@fairview.iu5.org
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Students should create accounts at https://www.collegeboard.org/ and at http://www.princetonreview.com/, 
which publishes the text we use for our SAT Prep courses.  Both sites provide strategies, practice tests and 
questions, and other useful resources for students.  Students will 
register for their SAT tests on the College Board site.  The 
College Board offers scholarships and provides financial aid for 
the tests.  See the site for more information. 
Upcoming SAT testing dates and sites are listed below:  
 
December 6, 2014: Cathedral Prep and McDowell High School 
January 24, 2015: Fairview, General McLane, and McDowell High Schools 
March 14, 2015: General McLane and McDowell High Schools and Cathedral Prep 
May 2, 2015: McDowell High School and Collegiate Academy 
June 6, 2015: McDowell, Collegiate Academy, and Cathedral Prep 

  

https://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
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Thanksgiving Dinner in Foods Class 

Mrs. Staab's Foods class prepared Thanksgiving dinner this week!  We made all the 
fixin's!  Turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, candied sweet potatoes, corn cake, 
biscuits, homemade cranberry relish, homemade gravy, and of course pumpkin 
pie!  The students had a fun time preparing dinner and it was a unique learning 
experience!  Yummm!!!! 
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IRON CHEFS, ALL IN A ROW!  Ready to chow down.   
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NATALIA BUCZEK is Art Seminar's sketchbook winner of the week for her painting 

titled, "Contemplating the Idea of Emotion".  She further developed the pant leg,hair 

and eye to complete her assignment! 

 

Kathryn Bacik is Sketchbook Winner of the Week in Fundamentals of Art for her 

interpretation of "Bully Ball".  Congrats Kathryn!  
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The Fundamentals of Art class has just begun their self-portrait drawing.  They have 

been building up to this cumulative drawing for weeks.  In a short time we will be 

displaying their masterpieces in the hall. 
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"Friendly Monster Family" by Rachel McHenry  

Artist Statement: "For these art works I am working in a theme. My theme is creatures or monsters 

drawn in value.  I decided to do a family throughout my pieces and for these works I have the Mother 

and Father.  For the creature I picked a cyclops because I find them interesting and enjoy making 

different versions and representations of what I think they would look like." 

  

 
 

"Oh Gee, Rollynne" by Mckenzie Sprague 

Artist Statement: "The theme I have chosen for my project is Optimistic Apocalypse.  I chose this 

because I have used this as a theme throughout my life for the past few years.  My solo project is 

called Optimistic Apocalypse.  I chose the name because I like how extremely opposite the two words 

are.  The design that I have made is for the other music project I am working on with my friend, 

Darah.  We call ourselves "Oh Gee, Rollynne".  I want to intertwine the idea of Optimistic Apocalypse 

into a design for Oh Gee, Rollynne.  Darah and I have been close friends for years, so she and I are 

very comfortable working together.  We each are in new places in life and want to express that in our 

music and art making.  In this picture I put holes in our faces that are leading into other places.  The 

holes express the new opportunities that we are presented.  Compared to my other designs, this one 

has got a particularly strange look to it.  It works out well because the whole idea of OH Gee, Rollynne 

is to be able to freely act peculiar.  We want to show the world that we are comfortable with ourselves 

and that it is okay to embrace your weirdness.  I am most proud of the quality of my line work in this 

particular piece. 
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Congratulations to one of our exceptionally talented art teachers, Barb Wegner, who currently has 

one of her mixed media artworks titled "Fear of Loss" on display in the Cummings Gallery at 

Mercyhurst University.  Her artwork was selected by Juror, Yuha Jung, to be included in the exhibition 

entitled, "Shaping the Future: Pennsylvania Artist Educators".  The show will be on display through 

January 4th, 2015. 
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Photo Club 

 

Photo Club has spent it’s time teaching new members about how to use the cameras in after school session where 

advanced members have teamed up with new members.  The advanced members showed the new members the ins and 

outs of the lab, equipment, and how to use the cameras.  
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On Friday November 14th the photo club ventured to the Dixie gas station to photograph steel wool and light paintings. 

The members chose the location because they wanted the buildings as background for their images. After consulting 

with officer Ras on the idea of using the abandoned gas station as our location we bundled up and gathered out 

equipment and ventured out in the cold to take these amazing image. 

Images by Erin Gleason  
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On Tuesday November 18th Photo Club held it’s first judged critique. Our officers Sara Cruz, Geoff Wells, and Erin 

Gleason were our judges. Our theme was Light vs. Dark. All members had the chance to submit two images. The winner 

was Bryce Yahn with a perfect score of 30 points! She will receive a Van Tuils gift card.  

 

Bryce Yahn  
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Autumn Wingerter  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           Josh Myers  

 



51   FHS PRINCIPALS’ PRIDE REPORT  -  NOVEMBER 2014 

The FHS Drama Club is presenting the wonderful musical, White Christmas!  Please join us 

December 11, 12, and 13 at 7 p.m. in the high school auditorium.  Last issue we showed you 

the lead actors for the musical. 

Additional characters in the upcoming musical, White Christmas. 

 

Keegan Kennedy plays General Waverly.  
Keegan has been in Drama Club for 2 years 
and likes making and playing music. 

 

 

Sydney Leemhuis plays Susan.  Sydney has 
been in Drama Club for 2 years and delights 
in singing, playing guitar, acting and skiing. 
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Mark Gorman plays Sheldrake, Mark has 
been in Drama Club for 1 year and enjoys 
participating in marching band by playing the 
snare drum. 

 

 

Mia Sitzler plays Martha.  Mia has been in 
Drama Club for 3 years and enjoys playing 
volleyball, acting in theater, and participating 
in Robotics. 
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These are the Athletes of the Week for October 13. 

  

Back from left-- Sam King - Soccer, Rachel Schultz - Volleyball, Alex Trabold - Cross 

Country, 

                       Harold Coles - Football 

  

Front from left -- Quinn Johnson - Water Polo, Julie Schwartz - Tennis, Payton Lundell - 

Band, 

                         Abigail Widger - Soccer, Kelsey Morosky - Cross Country 

  

Those missing in photo are Michaela Bann - Cheerleading, Tom Pakulski - Golf,  

                                         Mike Smallshaw  - Football 
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Week for 10-20-14. 

  

From back left  Dell Krumpe - Cross Country, Lily Myers - Band, Antonia Piazza - Soccer, 

                       Lauren Rinderle - Water Polo, 

From front left  Mia Sitzler - Volleyball, Victoria Bajek - Tennis, Kayla Harris - 

Cheerleading 

  

2nd picture  Sarah Peterson - Cross Country 

  

3rd picture  from left  Harold Coles - Football, Peter Gourlias - Soccer 

  

4th picture Ben Lipinski - Football   
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Week for Oct. 27. 

  

From right  Emma Kocjancic - Tennis, Madeline Pora - Band 

  

2nd Picture - Cole Pollock - Cross Country 

  

3rd picture - Brittany Miller - Cheerleading 

  

Those missing in photo - Ben Lipinski - Football, Harold Coles - Football, Abigail 

German - Soccer 

                                     Olivia Humphrey - Cross Country 
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Week of November 3, 2014. 

  

From left to right - Alessandra Piazza - Soccer, Allyson Nesselhauf - Cheerleading 

                            Bailey Creager - Cross Country, Jerrod Nelson - Cross Country 

  

2nd picture - Natalia Buszek - Tennis 

  

Missing in photo - Colleen Dougherty - Band 

 

Some pictures of girls’ soccer….on senior night, after winning a playoff spot, and the last is 

winning the D-10 championship! 
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The Golf team had 11 golfers this year with 4 seniors, 2 juniors, 3 sophomores, and 2 freshmen. Seniors Nate 
Stuck and Devin Harrington spent the summer at Army Basic Training and arrived to play in the middle of our 
season. They rounded into golf shape quickly and we finished strong to finish second in the Region and win 
our last Mega Match at Harbor Creek. Our Independent Schedule had 7 matches with us having a 5-2 record. 
In our region, Senior Tom Pakulski was 1st Team All Region and went on to qualify at the District 10 
Tournament for the Western Regionals. Tom finished in the top half but didn't qualify for the State 
Championships. Tom has been a steady competitor for his 4 years at Fairview. Junior RJ Gette and Sophomore 
PJ Madden were 2nd Team All Region. In our District Qualifier, Seniors Nate Stuck and Devin Harrington shot 
75 and 76 to qualify for District 10 and barely missed going to the Western Regionals. 
Tom, Nate, and Devin have been strong Region competitors for 4 years and will be sorely  missed. We had 2 
top five finishes this year in the Corry Tournament and Tam O'Shanter Tournament. Junior Chris Thierman, 
sophomore Matt Dougherty, and freshman Brandon Linhart were strong competitors this year.  
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Season Summary -   The Fall Sports Season was a 
tremendous success. The girls’ tennis and soccer 
teams led the way with District 10 championships. 

The tennis team registered a 7-3 Region 2 record and 

13-6 overall mark on its way to the District 10 Class 

AAA title. The soccer team earned first place honors 

in Region 3 with a 12-0 record. The Lady Tigers were 

19-2 overall while winning the Class A District 10 

championship. 

Fairview Tiger Football Region 4 Champions 

The Fairview Tiger Football team earned a share of the Region 4 title with an exhilarating 30 -
27 win over North East in their final regular season game.  

The Region championship capped a 5 – 2 region record and 6 – 4 overall regular season record. 
Offensively, the Tigers scored 261 pts in ten games for a 29 ppg average; ranking second in the 
region. Total the offense amassed 2429 yards, with a rushing average of 5.3 yards per carry. 
Defensively, the Tigers held opponents in the regular season to 190 points a 19 ppg; ranking 
second in the region. Additionally, special teams played a big role in winning the field position 
battle with a kick off average of 42.2 yds, and punt average of 36.5 yards per punt. The Tigers 
scored four special teams touchdowns, blocked three punts, and blocked three extra points. 
Ball security on offense mattered with only four turn-overs all season. An opportunistic 
defense caused nine fumbles and recovered eleven fumbles, while the secondary intercepted 
eleven passes on the season. Making the PIAA District X playoffs as the number one seed from 
Region 4, the Tigers lost in the first round to a very tough Sharon team.  

The boys’ soccer team finished third in Region 3 with a 6-2-2 record. They were 11-6-2 overall, 

losing to Mercyhurst Prep in the district post season. 

Both the boys and girls cross country teams enjoyed successful seasons. The boys were 4-1, 

finishing second in Region 5. The girls finished in third place with a 3-2 record. 

James Shuttleworth and Dan Wilko both advanced to the PIAA State Championships in 

Hershey. They earned First Team All-Region 5 honors. Neil Burger and Nick Muscarella were 

named to the second team. 

Cassidy Burns and Caitlin Plazony, were each named to the Region 5 Second Team to lead the 

girls. 
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The girls’ volleyball team enjoyed its best season in years. The Lady Tigers were 8-6 in Region 6 

and 13-6 overall. 

The boys’ golf team finished in second place in Region 6 with 28 team points. Tom Pakulski 

advanced all the way to the regional meet. 

The girls’ water polo team continued to make progress posting a 4-7 record. 

The Winter Sports Season started official practice on Monday, November 17th.  Here we go 

again! 

Fairview’s Rachel Taylor signs with St. Bonaventure 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fairview High School senior Rachel Taylor has signed a letter of intent for an athletic Grant-in-

Aid with St. Bonaventure University. 

      Taylor has been a standout for the Tigers since her sophomore year. She owns or is part 

of Fairview school records in the 100 backstroke, 200 medley relay, and 200 free relay. The 

relay teams also own the District 10 record. The Lady Tigers have won seven straight District 

10 team championships.  

 Last season, Taylor was the District 10 Champion in the 100 backstroke. She placed 16th 

in the PIAA Championships, earning her 2nd team all-state honors. The Fairview 200 medley 

relay and 200 free relay teams were also district champs. Both relay teams placed fourth in the 

state meet and earned first team all-state honors. 
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 In her sophomore year, the 200 medley relay and 200 free relay teams were district 

champions and were ninth and fifth in the State Championships. 

 Taylor will be swimming for head coach Krista Carlson. The Bonnies compete in the 

Atlantic 10 Conference. 

 

 

          

Bowling Club 

Fairview High School has started a Bowling Club!  Students that have some "spare" 

time are taking their shot at rolling strikes.  We currently have nine teams competing 

bi-weekly.  A faculty team of four heads over to Westway Lanes to join in on the fun. 

  

Some of our team names include:  E-Bowl-A, Strike Force, and The Wrecking Balls.   
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Many thanks to Creative Imprints for donation of the shirts to this newly formed team.  Not all teachers 

associated with this activity are pictured, but here we have (back row - left to right), Nurse Shannon Scully, 

Señorita Espada, Mrs. Crawford, and Mrs. Nelson and (Second row) Mrs. Magraw.  The teachers are taking 

turns to participate in this wholesome competition with our students.  

The top scores for our first night are:   

Lewis Blackmond 218 

Ryan Santos 214 

Danielle Blackmond 201 

Nate Stuck 196   
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Co-ed Varsity Robotics Team 

FIRST  Robotics Team 156 RPM has been very busy the last several weeks. We would like to thank everyone 

who participated in our Mystery Dinner Theater fundraiser this month. Also, you may have seen team 

members at several community outreach events throughout the Erie area and the school. October included a 

Saturday event at GE’s Family Day. Students discussed and demonstrated the many aspects of the robotics 

team and its relationship to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math). It was a very blustery 

day but we made a great impact on numerous families. October also included a lunch demonstration at FHS. It 

was awesome to have Mrs. Crawford and several Army officers drive the robot. Even Deputy Ras took his turn 

to catch the ball from our robot, the Lob-ster. 

The team has been writing applications for numerous grants. We have already been awarded a grant for the 

2014-2015 SolidWorks 3D software.  And most recently, we were awarded a new 3D printer that utilizes 

recycled materials. The printer is the first of its kind and we are glad to do our part to be “green”. 

We are currently in our pre-build season which includes training and mentoring of our numerous new student 

members as well as our veteran members. A Microsoft Kinect system is being utilized for our pre-build project. 

We can’t wait until we can use our creation. Build season official starts on January 3, 2015. We will then have 

6 weeks to design and build our 120# robot to compete at the Greater Pittsburgh Regional and the Buckeye 

Regional in March. 

Anyone interested in joining the team or helping out can send an email to fhsrobotics@fairview.iu5.org or 

contact Mr. Matt Greene in room 218. You can also check out our website at www.rpm156.com for further 

information. Many skills and talents are needed for the team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fhsrobotics@fairview.iu5.org
http://www.rpm156.com/
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Green Team Field Trip 

 
 On Wednesday 
November 12th, the Green 
Team took a field trip to 
Lincoln Recycling and 
Millfair Composting and 
Recycling center. At Lincoln 
Recycling the students took 
a tour with Jeremy Lincoln 
of the facilities and learned 
all kinds of information 
about recycling metals. One 
thing that they learned is 
that out of all three Lincoln 
Recycling locations, they 
collect and recycle over 

thousands of aluminum cans a month! Also while there the students were able to see 
how they crush vehicles to be recycled. After Lincoln Recycling they traveled to Millfair 
Composting and Recycling Center. Once they were there they toured the facilities with 
the director of the center Jessica James. They students were able to see all the 
materials that are recycled at the center, and able to see and learn about how they 
compost. 
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Model United Nations 

 

The MUN Club, representing the Eastern European nations of Germany, Serbia, Georgia, and 
Poland,  experienced a busy fall attending several local"block" meetings as well as participating 
in the Gannon University Model United Nations Conference on November 7th & 8th.  Over 38 
FHS Model UN members convened to discuss issues such as Protecting State Sovereignty in 
the 21st Century without the Use of Armed Conflict, Eradicating Extreme Hunger and Poverty 
by Promoting Sustainable Farming Techniques and Practices, and Preventing International 
Human Trafficking.  Schools from throughout PA, NY, and OH, all role-playing respective 
countries of the world, debated the issues and created draft resolutions, several of which 
passed after being voted up in the General Assembly.  Kudos to the officers Tristrum Tuttle, 
James Shuttleworth, Emily Hazlett, Geoffrey Wells,and Charlie Barber and all participating 
Fairview MUNers!  We appreciate your efforts to get an understanding of just what it is like to 
try to get along with other countries, each with their own agendas and needs.  Thank you to 
the advisor, Mrs. Nelson, for her involvement. 
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The Fairview Marching Band gave a fantastic performance at the LMBA Championships this 

year. They placed 2nd with a score of 86.50. We are very proud of the marching Tigers for their 

hard work and dedication throughout the marching season.   It was a fantastic show and they 

always gave 100 percent. 

The annual fruit sale is going on now through November 25th. This fundraiser benefits ALL the 

music programs throughout the Fairview School District. Orders will be delivered in time for 

the holidays. Fruit makes a great holiday gift! 

The marching band escorted Santa in at the Millcreek Mall Saturday November 15th.  It was a 

great time and hopes to be invited back next year. 

Join us for the Winter Band and Chorus concerts coming up in December. The FHS Winter 

Concert will be held on Wednesday, December 17th at 7:00pm. The FMS Band concert will be 

held on Monday, December 15th & the FMS Chorus concert will be held on Thursday, 

December 18th.  
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MENTORING OUR YOUNGER STUDENTS 

Mentor 
Name:  Colleen Dougherty                                                   Mentee: Kelsey Berger 
                                                                                                         Cassidy Burns 

 
Question: Why did you decide to be a mentor? 
I remember how awful my mentor was when I was a freshman so i wanted to give the freshman I was 
assigned to someone who was a good mentor. 
 
Question: What is your favorite part of being a mentor? 

I really loved playing games and getting to know my freshman, as well as watch them become more 
confident as students. 
 
Question: Would you encourage underclassman to be mentors next year? 

Yes! Just make sure you’re not just doing it because you want it to look good on a resume. You have to 
care about the kids. 

 

Mentee 

 
Name:   Lorah Momeyer                                                 Mentor:  Olivia Lackey 
How was your experience as a mentee? 

My experience as a mentee was great. Having a mentor as great as Olivia, it made the transition from 
middle school to high school a lot easier. Without her, I wouldn’t have anyone to ask questions to or show 
me around the school. She checks up on me, and brings us something special on certain occasions.  
 

Would you become a mentor? 
Yes, I definitely would become a mentor. I was a 8th mentor to 5th grade students, and I absolutely loved 
it. I want to help new freshman become comfortable with the high school just as my mentor helped me.   
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How did you feel on the first day of school? 
On the first day of school, I still felt nervous, but not because I didn’t know where I was going, only 
because everyone is nervous on their 1st day of school because its something completely new. Without 
my mentor, I would have been completely clueless the whole day. By the 2nd day of school, I knew 
exactly what to do and had no stress at all.   

 

 

Mentor 
Name: Bryce Yahn                                                                   Mentee: Charlie Murphey 
                                                                                                              Parker Murphy  
                                                                                                             Rachel Murphy 

 
Question: Why did you decide to be a mentor? 
I want to help incoming freshmen feel comfortable at Fairview High School and meet people outside of my 
grade. 
 
 
Question: What is your favorite part of being a mentor? 

Seeing my mentees in the hallway or having fun. I loved the dodgeball game! 
 
Question: Would you encourage underclassman to be mentors next year? 

Yes! But only if they are committed to keeping in touch with their freshman past the first few month. 
 

 

 

Mentor 
Name: Bryce Yahn                                                                   Mentee: Charlie Murphey 
                                                                                                              Parker Murphy  
                                                                                                             Rachel Murphy 

 
Question: Why did you decide to be a mentor? 
I want to help incoming freshmen feel comfortable at Fairview High School and meet people outside of my 
grade. 
 
 
Question: What is your favorite part of being a mentor? 

Seeing my mentees in the hallway or having fun. I loved the dodgeball game! 
 
 
Question: Would you encourage underclassman to be mentors next year? 

Yes! But only if they are committed to keeping in touch with their freshman past the first few month. 
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VOLUNTEER MENTOR DODGE BALL (In which the freshmen took it to the 

upperclassmen and won!!!) 
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Deputy Brian Ras presenting to a group of 

sophomores in Mr. Daniels’ drivers’ 

education class.   

This coming month he will be discussing 

options in law enforcement careers to our 

Post Secondary Planning class.  Deputy Ras 

is very friendly and accessible to all of our 

students and has made great efforts to get 

to know them and be there to support the 

school in meeting every student’s needs.  

He is a key part of our team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Roles for School Resource Officers 

Officers in schools provide a wide array of services. The three most typical roles of SROs are safety expert and law 
enforcer, problem solver and liaison to community resources, and educator 

Safety Expert and Law Enforcer 

As sworn police officers, SROs play a unique role in preserving order and promoting safety on campus by, for example: 

 Assuming primary responsibility for handling calls for service from the school and in coordinating the 
response of other police resources 

 With administrators, addressing crime and disorder problems in or around the school 
 Making arrests and issuing citations whenever necessary on campus 
 Taking action against unauthorized persons on school property 
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 Serving as hall monitors, truancy enforcers, crossing guards 
 Serving as liaisons between the school and the police and providing information to students and school 

personnel about law enforcement matters. 

Beyond serving in a crime prevention and response role, SROs are likely to serve as first responders in the event of 
critical incidents at schools, such as accidents, fires, explosions, and other life threatening events. In addition, SROs often 
support advance planning for managing crises, including assisting with: 

 Developing incident response systems 
 Developing and coordinating emergency response plans (in conjunction with other emergency responders) 
 Incorporating law enforcement onto school crisis management teams 
 Developing protocols for handling specific types of emergencies 
 Rehearsing such protocols using tabletop exercises, drills, and mock evacuations and lockdowns.5 

Problem Solver and Liaison to Community Resources 

In the school setting, problem solving involves coordinated efforts among administrators, teachers, students, parents, 
mental health professionals, and community-based stakeholders. SROs frequently assist in resolving problems that are 
not necessarily law violations, such as bullying or disorderly behavior, but which are nonetheless safety issues that can 
result in or contribute to criminal incidents. Helping resolve these problems frequently requires the officer to act as a 
resource liaison, referring students to professional services within both the school (guidance counselors, social workers) 
and the community (youth and family service organizations). In particular, SROs often build relationships with juvenile 
justice counselors, who are responsible for supervising delinquent youths, connecting them with needed services, and 
recommending diversionary activities.  

Problem-solving activities commonly include: 

 Developing and expanding crime prevention efforts for students 
 Developing and expanding community justice initiatives for students 
 Assisting in identifying environmental changes that can reduce crime in or around schools 
 Assisting in developing school policies that address crime and recommending procedural changes to 

implement those policies. 

Educator 

A police officer can serve as a resource for classroom presentations that complement the educational curriculum by 
emphasizing the fundamental principles and skills needed for responsible citizenship, as well as by teaching topics related 
to policing.7 SROs can present courses for students, faculty, and parents. Although SROs teach a variety of classes, 
there is no research indicating which classes are most useful or how to ensure an officer’s effectiveness in the teaching 
role. Topics commonly covered in an SRO curriculum include:  

 Policing as a career 
 Criminal investigation 
 Alcohol and drug awareness 
 Gang and stranger awareness and resistance 
 General crime prevention 
 Conflict resolution 
 Restorative justice 
 Babysitting safety 
 Bicycling, pedestrian, and motor vehicle safety 
 Special crimes in which students are especially likely to be offenders or victims, such as vandalism, 

shoplifting, and sexual assault by acquaintances.8  

The above describes the various services provided by SROs. Although there is considerable diversity in the structure of 
programs and the specific activities of SROs, surveys find that most officers spend at least half their time engaging in law 
enforcement activities. Over half of SROs advise staff, students, and families, spending about a quarter of their time in this 

http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote5
http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote7
http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote8
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way, and one-half of SROs engage in teaching, on average for about five hours per week. Six to seven SRO hours per 
week are typically devoted to other activities.9 

The variety of program structures and activities can lead to confusion about what individual programs are meant to 
accomplish and how to assess and measure their effectiveness. In particular, school and police officials often 
conceptualize the role of the SRO differently. Although school officials tend to view SROs as first responders, SROs 
themselves often view their roles more broadly, giving greater weight to job functions that represent an expansion of the 
traditional security officer role.10 For instance, more police than principals report that SROs did more than maintain order. 
Police also report significantly more teaching activity than do principals.11 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTENDANCE – OCTOBER 14 through NOVEMBER 14 
 
 Total number of absences from 10-14-14 to 11-14-14 - 446 
 Average number of absences per day   - 19.4 per day 
 Average percentage      - 3.9% 
 
 
 Total number of tardies from 10-14-14 to 11-14-14  - 276 
 Average number of tardies per day     - 12 
 Average percentage      - 2.4% 
 
Please remember to submit an excuse for any student absence within three days of the absence. Failure to do 
so will result in an unexcused/illegal absence. After three unexcused/illegal absences your student may be 
sent before the district justice for truancy with possible fines or revocation of student driving privileges.  
 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 

 
Parents, please be aware of a very important attendance policy. As found in the Student Handbook, “A student 
who is absent from a given class (without a doctor’s excuse) more than ten times will receive NO CREDIT for 
the course. Absence due to participation in school sanctioned activities is not counted for this. Also, students 
will receive NO CREDIT for a course if they are illegally absent more than 3 times. Such lack of credit for 
courses could prohibit a student to qualify for graduation with their class.” 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote9
http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote10
http://www.popcenter.org/Responses/school_police/endnotes/#endnote11


75   FHS PRINCIPALS’ PRIDE REPORT  -  NOVEMBER 2014 

 

 

Halloween Costume Winners!! 
11th grade nominees’         12th grade nominees’   

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            9th grade winners!       10th grade winners!  

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

               

           

 

                       11th grade winners!    12th grade winners! 
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11th grade winners!                                                 

 

Halloween  
Evolving from the ancient Celtic holiday of Samhain, modern Halloween has 

become less about literal ghosts and ghouls and more about costumes and candy. The 
Celts used the day to mark the end of the harvest season and the beginning of winter, 
and also believed that this transition between the seasons was a bridge to the world of 
the dead. The Celtics left out gifts and treats to pacify the evil spirits and ensure next 
year’s crops would be plentiful.  Over the millennia the holiday transitioned from a 
somber pagan ritual to a day of merriment, costumes, parades and sweet treats for 
children and adults. 

 

12th grade winners! (We won’t tell 

you which, but one of  these two 

senior winners is also our 

Homecoming Queen) 


