
    Juxtaposition! 

In our last two classes, we explored unity and variety. 

Variety is the way in which there may be different things happening in a piece at once.  

Unity is the way that there are similar things happening in the piece, which tie the piece together and 

make it look like it all goes together somehow.  

 

We talked about how having both unity and variety in a piece could create a dramatic or dynamic 

atmosphere, because these two things are so different. Since they are opposites, to have them both 

happening at once in a piece can be surprising, or can make us stop and think about what is going on. 

When we have two different or opposite things happening next to each other in a piece of art in a way 

that creates interest or makes the viewer stop and think, this is called juxtaposition. 

 

Today, we will experiment with juxtaposition  in a similar way as we did last class. 

Last class, we juxtaposed two different landscapes or environments by putting them together in a piece 

of artwork. Because we were looking at two different environments that had somehow been put 

together into one thing, in one piece, it created a sense of interest, or made us stop and think more than 

we might have if we were just looking at a picture of a single landscape. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Juxtaposition! 

In today’s class, we will draw an object while having it be juxtaposed with other things happening in the 

artwork in an interesting way. 

 

For example, I drew a flying saucer in some milk in this image. Usually, we think about flying saucers 

being in space. However, we also call bowls that hold things like water or milk or soup, “saucers.” 

So this picture is sort of thinking about how a flying saucer would interact with milk, something that 

would be typical to see with a saucer, but which is less typically seen with a flying saucer. 

From here, the viewer can consider the connections between the two things, and can think about how 

they are interacting and why they were juxtaposed in the piece. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you come up with something to draw that involves juxtaposition, you can think of things that are 

completely different if you would like, or you can think about things that may be different and similar in 

some ways (having both unity and variety!) 

Because we can juxtapose things in creative ways in art, it can sometimes help us see or think about 

things in different ways, or can allow us to see connections between things we might not have 

otherwise seen.  


