
Literature Review Assignment 
Draft due in class for peer review Tuesday, February 24 
Revised version due on Blackboard Tuesday, March 3 
 
What is a literature review? 
 
A literature review is basically an overview of scholarship on a topic. It’s important to explain 
what are the major perspectives and opinions on a topic, where these overlap, where they are in 
conflict, and how they change. The goal of your lit review will be to determine as much of this as 
you can and then explain to your readers how different people talk about your topic. 
 
The main purpose of your literature review is to give your readers a map of existing 
conversations about your topic. This is meant to build up to your next project, which will be a 
researched argument essay. Think of this project as setting up the conversation that you will later 
enter into. So for now, your main goal is to explain how the topic is talked about in a variety of 
ways, and where multiple perspectives on the topic come from. 
 
A good way to organize a lit review is by perspective/opinion, or by major trends or claims. For 
instance, you could explain what one major perspective on your topic is, then include sources 
that discuss that perspective. Then you could explain what a different perspective is, and what 
sources represent that perspective. Throughout, you should explain how sources differ from each 
other, where they agree, and where they disagree. You may critique certain opinions and explain 
what you think their flaws are, but you should also make sure to accurately represent opinions 
that differ from your own and explain why you think people believe those claims. 
 
Research requirements 
 
You are required to use at least **seven** sources. All of your sources must be: 

• Recent (published within the last 15 years, but ideally as recent as possible) (unless you 
have a topic that would require historical research; if so, please discuss it with me) 

• Credible (we will discuss in class ways to determine a source’s credibility) 
 You must include: 

• Sources that represent a variety of perspectives—not only sources that support one 
opinion, but sources that are in conflict with each other 

• At least two academic sources (such as articles in an academic journal or books/book 
chapters published by an academic press) 

• Beyond these requirements, you may use whatever sources best suit your research. You 
might consider popular news sources, such as newspapers and magazines (including 
online publications); other media sources, such as movies, TV, music; literary or artistic 
sources; etc. We will discuss in class how to look for sources that suit your purposes. 

 
Formal requirements 
 
5-7 full pages 
12 point Times New Roman font, one-inch margins 
MLA in-text citations and works cited page 


