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Introduce the idea of tone in literature with this easy worksheet! 
Students will see a variety of words used to describe tone, along with 
four short texts for practice. Use as the basis of a lesson or as 
independent practice. 
 
See the whole unit at Comparing Texts 2: 
 
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Comparing-Texts-2-
1586749 
 
	
	

Item Sample: Understanding Tone 
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In a text, the author’s tone is the attitude that the author has toward the topic or 
audience. We can identify the author’s tone by looking closely at word choice. 
 
Words to describe tone 
playful depressing sad 
delighted disgusted peaceful 
optimistic gleeful nervous 
guilty formal informal 
longing satisfied calm 
	
Read	the	excerpts	below.	For	each	one,	identify	a	tone.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	
	
	
	
	

Understanding Tone 

Oh Shenandoah, 
I long to see you, 
Away you rolling river. 
Oh Shenandoah, 
I long to hear you, 
Away, I'm bound away, 
'cross the wide Missouri. 

-traditional 
 

	

Tone:	
	
________________________________	
	
Underline	words	that	reveal	
the	tone.	

You can try, but you will fail 
To catch me as I run!  
Here and there and everywhere 
Evading everyone. 
 
My cookie legs will carry me 
Far, far out of town 
Where I will start a new life 
All ginger-y and brown. 

 
	

Tone:	
	
________________________________	
	
Underline	words	that	reveal	
the	tone.	
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Which	text	did	you	find	most	intriguing	or	interesting?	Why?	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

I couldn’t blame them. They 
had seen no battles, but the invisible 
arms of the war had taken their men 
and their hope. Every face I saw was 
angry and bleak. 

The anger rose in me for a 
moment. I hadn’t asked for the war. I 
hadn’t wanted to leave my family for 
years and to travel so far away. What 
did I have to show for those years? A 
woolen blanket, a cooking kettle, a 
lucky stone, and stories of what I had 
seen—the good and the bad. Too bad 
I couldn’t eat stories. 
	

Tone:	
	
________________________________	
	
Underline	words	that	reveal	
the	tone.	

Dark brown is the river.   
  Golden is the sand.   
It flows along for ever,   
  With trees on either hand.   
   
Green leaves a-floating,           
  Castles of the foam,   
Boats of mine a-boating—   

  Where will all come home? 
-Robert Louis Stevenson 

	

Tone:	
	
________________________________	
	
Underline	words	that	reveal	
the	tone.	
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Answers	

1. Tone:	longing,	sad	

Words	to	support:	long,	away	(repeated	3	times)	

2. Tone:	playful,	gleeful	

Words	to	support:	cookie	legs,	ginger-y	

3. Tone:	peaceful,	calm	

Words	to	support:	imagery	like	golden,	a-floating,	castles	

4. angry,	bleak	

Words	to	support:	war,	anger,	bleak	

	


