
Anagram Definition:  
Anagrams are an extremely popular form of literary device wherein the writer jumbles up parts of the 
word to create a new word. From the syllables of a phrase to the individual letters of a word, any 
fraction can be jumbled to create a new form. Anagram is a form of wordplay that allows the writer to 
infuse mystery and a little interactive fun in the writing so that the reader can decipher the actual word 
on their own and discover a depth of meaning to the writing.  
 
Anthropomorphism Definition: Anthropomorphism can be understood to be the act of lending a 
human quality, emotion or ambition to a non-human object or being. This act of lending a human 
element to a non-human subject is often employed in order to endear the latter to the readers or 
audience and increase the level of relativity between the two while also lending character to the 
subject. 
 
Antithesis Definition: An antithesis is used when the writer employs two sentences of contrasting 
meanings in close proximity to one another. Whether they are words or phrases of the same sentence, 
an antithesis is used to create a stark contrast using two divergent elements that come together to 
create one uniform whole. An antithesis plays on the complementary property of opposites to create 
one vivid picture. The purpose of using an antithesis in literature is to create a balance between 
opposite qualities and lend a greater insight into the subject. 
 
Aphorism Definition: An aphorism is a concise statement that is made in a matter of fact tone to state 
a principle or an opinion that is generally understood to be a universal truth. Aphorisms are often 
adages, wise sayings and maxims aimed at imparting sense and wisdom. It is to be noted that 
aphorisms are usually witty and curt and often have an underlying tone of authority to them.  
 
Archetype Definition: An archetype is a reference to a concept, a person or an object that has served 
as a prototype of its kind and is the original idea that has come to be used over and over again. 
Archetypes are literary devices that employ the use of a famous concept, person or object to convey a 
wealth of meaning. Archetypes are immediately identifiable and even though they run the risk of 
being overused, they are still the best examples of their kind. 
 
Assonance Definition: Assonance refers to repetition of sounds produced by vowels within a 
sentence or phrase. In this regard assonance can be understood to be a kind of alliteration. What sets it 
apart from alliterations is that it is the repetition of only vowel sounds. Assonance is the opposite of 
consonance, which implies repetitive usage of consonant sounds.  
 
Asyndeton Definition: Asyndeton refers to a practice in literature whereby the author purposely 
leaves out conjunctions in the sentence, while maintaining the grammatical accuracy of the phrase. 
Asyndeton as a literary tool helps in shortening up the implied meaning of the entire phrase and 
presenting it in a succinct form. This compact version helps in creating an immediate impact whereby 
the reader is instantly attuned to what the writer is trying to convey. Use of this literary device helps in 
creating a strong impact and such sentences have greater recall worth since the idea is presented in a 
nutshell.  
 
 



Authorial Intrusion Definition: Authorial Intrusion is an interesting literary device wherein the 
author penning the story, poem or prose steps away from the text and speaks out to the reader. 
Authorial Intrusion establishes a one to one relationship between the writer and the reader where the 
latter is no longer a secondary player or an indirect audience to the progress of the story but is the 
main subject of the author’s attention.  
 
Bibliomancy Definition: As the very name itself suggests, this kind of literary device finds its roots 
in biblical origins. This term refers to the practice of basing a plot happening or event and anticipating 
the results it will have on a faction of the Bible. It involves a random selection process wherein the 
biblical passage is chosen as a founding stone for basing the outcome of the writing. In an overall 
context, not limited to just literature, bibliomancy refers to foretelling the future by turning to random 
portions of the Bible for guidance.  
 
Bildungsroman Definition: This is a very popular form of storytelling whereby the author bases the 
plot on the overall growth of the central character throughout the timeline of the story. As the story 
progresses, the subject undergoes noticeable mental, physical, social, emotional, moral, and often 
spiritual advancement and strengthening before the readers’ eyes. It has often been seen that the 
protagonist begins with views, aims and dreams that are in contrast to the other character’s in the story 
and then fights his or her way through to achieve them.  
 
Cacophony Definition: A cacophony in literature refers to the use of words and phrases that imply 
strong, harsh sounds within the phrase. These words have jarring and dissonant sounds that create a 
disturbing, objectionable atmosphere.  
 
 
Caesura Definition: This literary device involves creating a fracture of sorts within a sentence where 
the two separate parts are distinguishable from one another yet intrinsically linked to one another. The 
purpose of using a caesura is to create a dramatic pause, which has a strong impact. The pause helps to 
add an emotional, often theatrical touch to the sentence and conveys a depth of sentiment in a short 
phrase. 
 
Chiasmus Definition: Chiasmus is a figure of speech containing two phrases that are parallel but 
inverted to each other.. 

Circumlocution Definition: Circumlocution is a form of writing where the writer uses exaggeratedly 
long and complex sentences in order to convey a meaning that could have otherwise been conveyed 
through a shorter, much simpler sentence. Circumlocution involves stating an idea or a view in an 
indirect manner that leaves the reader guessing and grasping at the actual meaning. 
 

Conflict Definition: It is a literary device used for expressing a resistance the protagonist of the story 
finds in achieving his aims or dreams. The conflict is a discord that can have external aggressors or 
can even arise from within the self. It can occur when the subject is battling his inner discord, at odds 
with his surroundings or it may be pitted against others in the story. 



Connotation Definition: Connotations are the associations people make with words that go beyond 
the literal or dictionary definition. Many words have connotations that create emotions or feelings in 
the reader. 

Consonance Definition: Consonance refers to repetition of sounds in quick succession produced by 
consonants within a sentence or phrase. The repetitive sound is often found at the end of a word. 
Consonance is the opposite of assonance, which implies repetitive usage of vowel sounds. 

Deus ex Machina Definition: Deus ex Machina is a rather debatable and often criticized form of 
literary device. It refers to the incidence where an implausible concept or character is brought into the 
story in order to make the conflict in the story resolve and to bring about a pleasing solution. The use 
of Deus ex Machina is not recommended as it is seen to be the mark of a poor plot that the writer 
needs to resort to random, insupportable and unbelievable twists and turns to reach the end of the 
story. 

 

Denotation Definition: Denotation refers to the use of the dictionary definition or literal meaning of a 
word. 

Diction Definition: Diction is the distinctive tone or tenor of an author’s writings. Diction is not just a 
writer’s choice of words it can include the mood, attitude, dialect and style of writing. Diction is 
usually judged with reference to the prevailing standards of proper writing and speech and is seen as 
the mark of quality of the writing. It is also understood as the selection of certain words or phrases 
that become peculiar to a writer. 

Ekphrastic Definition: Ekphrastic refers to a form of writing, mostly poetry, wherein the author 
describes another work of art, usually visual. It is used to convey the deeper symbolism of the 
corporeal art form by means of a separate medium. It has often been found that ekphrastic writing is 
rhetorical in nature and symbolic of a greater meaning. 

 

Epithet Definition: An epithet is a literary device that is used as a descriptive device. It is usually 
used to add to a person or place’s regular name and attribute some special quality to the same. 
Epithets are remarkable in that they become a part of common parlance over time. These descriptive 
words and phrases can be used to enhance the persona of real and fictitious places, objects, persons 
and divinities. 

 
Euphemism Definition: The term ‘euphemism’ is used to refer to the literary practice of using a 
comparatively milder or less abrasive form of a negative description instead of its original, 
unsympathetic form. This device is used when writing about matters such as sex, violence, death, 
crimes and things “embarrassing”. The purpose of euphemisms is to substitute unpleasant and severe 
words with more genteel ones in order to mask the harshness.. The use of euphemisms is sometimes 
manipulated to lend a touch of exaggeration or irony in satirical writing. 

 



Euphony Definition: The literary device “euphony” refers to the use of phrases and words that are 
noted for possessing an extensive degree of notable loveliness or melody in the sound they create. The 
use of euphony is predominant in literary prose and poetry, where poetic devices such as alliteration, 
rhyme and assonance are used to create pleasant sounds. Euphony is the opposite of cacophony, which 
refers to the creation of unpleasant and harsh sounds by using certain words and phrases together. This 
literary device is based on the use and manipulation of phonetics in literature. 

Faulty Parallelism Definition: In literature, the term ‘parallelism’ is used to refer to the practice 
placing together similarly structure related phrases, words or clauses. Parallelism involves placing 
sentence items in a parallel grammatical format wherein nouns are listed together, specific verb forms 
are listed together and the like. When one fails to follow this parallel structure, it results in faulty 
parallelism. The failure to maintain a balance in grammatical forms is known as faulty parallelism 
wherein similar grammatical forms receive dissimilar or unequal weight. 

Hubris Definition: Hubris, in this day and age, is another way of saying overly arrogant. You can tell 
the difference of hubris and just regular arrogance or pride by the fact that the character has seemed to 
allow reality slip away from them. The character portraying hubris, also commonly referred to as 
hybris, may have just gained a huge amount of power and the false belief that they are “untouchable”. 
The term hubris used to have a slightly different meaning and was a very negative subject back in 
ancient Greek. It used to be closely related to a crime in Athens. In writing and literature hubris is 
generally considered a “tragic flaw” and it is saved for the protagonist. The reason for this is because 
at the end of the story you should be able to see that it is this flaw that brings the “bad guy” down. 

Hyperbaton Definition: A hyperbaton is a literary device wherein the author plays with the regular 
positioning of words and phrases and creates a differently structured sentence to convey the same 
meaning. It is said that by using a hyperbaton, words or phrases overstep their conventional 
placements and result in a more complex and intriguing sentence structure. This literary device is used 
to add more depth and interest to the sentence structure. 

Idiom Definition: An idiom is a group of words with a meaning that cannot be understood by the 
meanings of the words considered separately.  Idioms are often particular to certain groups of people. 

Internal Rhyme Definition: In literature the internal rhyme is a practice of forming a rhyme in only 
one lone line of verse. An internal rhyme is also known as the middle rhyme because it is typically 
constructed in the middle of a line to rhyme with the bit at the end of the same metrical line. 

Juxtaposition Definition: Juxtaposition is a literary device wherein the author places a person, 
concept, place, idea or theme parallel to another. The purpose of juxtaposing two directly or indirectly 
related entities close together in literature is to highlight the contrast between the two and compare 
them. This literary device is usually used for etching out a character in detail, creating suspense or 
lending a rhetorical effect. 

 

 



Litotes Definition: Litotes are figures of rhetoric speech that use an understated statement of an 
affirmative by using a negative description. Rarely talked about, but commonly used in modern day 
conversations, litotes are a discreet way of saying something unpleasant without directly using 
negativity. Sometimes called an ironical understatement and/or an avoidance of a truth which can be 
either positive or negative. Common examples: “I’m not feeling bad,” or “he’s definitely not a rocket 
scientist.” The actual meanings are: “I am feeling well,” and “he is not smart.” Litotes were used 
frequently in Old English Poetry and Literature, and can be found in the English, Russian, German, 
Dutch and French languages. 

Malapropism Definition: Malapropism in literature refers to the practice of misusing words by 
substituting words with similar sounding words that have different, often unconnected meanings, and 
thus creating a situation of confusion, misunderstanding and amusement. Malapropism is used to 
convey that the speaker or character is flustered, bothered, unaware or confused and as a result cannot 
employ proper diction. A trick to using malapropism is to ensure that the two words (the original and 
the substitute) sound similar enough for the reader to catch onto the intended switch and find humor in 
the result. 

Negative Capability Definition: The use of negative capability in literature is a concept promoted by 
poet John Keats, who was of the opinion that literary achievers, especially poets, should be able to 
come to terms with the fact that some matters might have to be left unsolved and uncertain. Keats was 
of the opinion that some certainties were best left open to imagination and that the element of doubt 
and ambiguity added romanticism and specialty to a concept. 

 

Oxymoron Definition: Oxymoron is a significant literary device as it allows the author to use 
contradictory, contrasting concepts placed together in a manner that actually ends up making sense in 
a strange, and slightly complex manner. An oxymoron is an interesting literary device because it helps 
to perceive a deeper level of truth and explore different layers of semantics while writing. 

Paradox Definition: A paradox in literature refers to the use of concepts or ideas that are 
contradictory to one another, yet, when placed together hold significant value on several levels. The 
uniqueness of paradoxes lies in the fact that a deeper level of meaning and significance is not revealed 
at first glance, but when it does crystallize, it provides astonishing insight. 

Pathetic Fallacy Definition: Pathetic fallacy is a type of literary device whereby the author ascribes 
the human feelings of one or more of his or her characters to nonhuman objects or nature or 
phenomena. It is a type of personification, and is known to occur more by accident and less on 
purpose. 

 

 
 
 



Periodic Structure Definition: In literature, the concept of a periodic structure refers to a particular 
placement of sentence elements such as the main clause of the sentence and/or its predicate are 
purposely held off and placed at the end instead of at the beginning or their conventional positions. In 
such placements, the crux of the sentence’s meaning does not become clear to the reader until they 
reach the last part. While undeniably confusing at first, a periodic structure lends a flair of drama and 
romanticism to a sentence and is greatly used in poetry. 

 

Periphrasis Definition: The term ‘periphrasis’ refers to the use of excessive language and surplus 
words to convey a meaning that could otherwise be conveyed with fewer words and in more direct a 
manner. The use of this literary device can be to embellish a sentence, to create a grander effect, to 
beat around the bush and to draw attention away from the crux of the message being conveyed. 

 

Polysyndeton Definition: Polysyndeton refers to the process of using conjunctions or connecting 
words frequently in a sentence, placed very close to one another. Opposed to the usual norm of using 
them sparsely, only where they are technically needed. The use of polysyndetons is primarily for 
adding dramatic effect as they have a strong rhetorical presence. 

 

Portmanteau Definition: In literature, this device refers to the practice of joining together two or 
more words in order to create an entirely new word. This is often done in order to create a name or 
word for something by combining the individual characteristics of 2 or more other words. 

Satire Definition: The use of satire in literature refers to the practice of making fun of a human 
weakness or character flaw. The use of satire is often inclusive of a need or decision of correcting or 
bettering the character that is on the receiving end of the satire. In general, even though satire might 
be humorous and may “make fun”, its purpose is not to entertain and amuse but actually to derive a 
reaction of contempt from the reader. 

 
Spoonerism Definition: Spoonerism refers to the practice of interchanging the first letters of some 
words in order to create new words or even to create nonsensical words in order to create a humorous 
setting. While they are often unintentional and known as a “slip of the tongue”, in literature they are 
welcomed as witty wordplay. 

 
Stream of Consciousness Definition: The phrase ‘stream of consciousness’ refers to an uninterrupted 
and unhindered collection and occurrence of thoughts and ideas in the conscious mind. In literature, 
the phrase refers to the flow of these thoughts, with reference to a particular character’s thinking 
process. This literary device is usually used in order to provide a narrative in the form of the 
character’s thoughts instead of using dialogue or description. 

 



Synecdoche Definition: A synecdoche is a literary devices that uses a part of something to refer to 
the whole or vice versa. It is somewhat rhetorical in nature, where the entire object is represented by 
way of a fraction of it or a fraction of the object is symbolized by the whole. 

 

Synesthesia Definition: While the term synesthesia literally refers to a medical condition wherein one 
or many of the sensory modalities become joined to one another, in literature it refers to the depiction 
of a strong connection, link or bond between the different senses. Characters in literature are 
sometimes described to be experiences synesthesia. Synesthesia is the conflation of the senses. 

 
Syntax Definition: Syntax in literature refers to the way in which words and sentences are placed 
together. Usually in the English language the syntax should follow a pattern of subject-verb-object 
agreement but sometimes authors play around with this to achieve a lyrical, rhythmic, rhetoric or 
questioning effect. It is not related to the act of choosing specific words or even the meaning of each 
word or the overall meanings conveyed by the sentences. 

 

Understatement Definition: This literary device refers to the practice of drawing attention to a fact 
that is already obvious and noticeable. Understating a fact is usually done by way of sarcasm, irony, 
wryness or any other form of dry humor. Understating something is akin to exaggerating its 
obviousness as a means of humor. 

Verisimilitude Definition: Verisimilitude tends to be based around the appearance or proximity to 
being real, or the truth. It was a large part of the work of Karl Popper, and can be used in a variety of 
different ways to describe something, as well. It is a way of implying the believability or likelihood of 
a theory or narrative. However, just because something can be described as having Verisimilitude 
does not mean that it is true, only that merely appears to or seems to be true. 

 


