
Project One Pager 

1. Topic Name  

Sea Serpents and Shipwrecks: Sinister Synchronicity 

2. Objective Statement  

This project will map reported sightings and possible attacks in the 19th century by the 

mythological and legendary sea serpent. Using text mining methods to explore 

newspaper articles and other primary sources, we will locate reported sightings and 

extract information including: date of sighting and/or incident, location of sighting 

and/or incident, and other relevant contextual information about the nature of the 

sighting and/or incident. We will then visualize these data points using StoryMapJS. 

Through our research, we hope to explore the relationship and potential correlation 

between sea serpent sightings and shipping accidents. Such evidence may reinforce the 

myth that sea serpents indeed caused shipwrecks.  

3. Requirements  

To complete this project, we will need to:  

● Extract location entities,dates, and relevant contextual information from 

newspaper records and other primary sources. 

● Clustering - determine if documents reporting  “sightings” correlate with 

documents reporting “attacks” and “shipwrecks” or “shipping accidents.”  
● Use TEI tagging to label sea serpent encounters as “sightings,” “attacks,” or 

“shipping accidents.” 

● Transfer the labeled data to a map for visualization, using tools such as 

StoryMapJS. 

● Describe observed trends 

 

4. Out of Scope  
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At this time, we have determined the following elements are outside of scope: 

● Using Ngram methods to extract common descriptions of reported sea serpents. 

● Determining sentiments within reported sightings 

● Semantic analysis of sea serpent reports 

● Topic modeling 

 

5. Team  

Aubrey - Data specialist 

Hayley - Data Visualization Specialist 

Jenifer - Project Manager 

Tania - Web specialist 

6. Schedule 

Sunday, February 7th: Project charter, research question, and work plan finalized. 

February 8th - 14th: Compile content set by 2/14. Review analysis methods and tools. 

Begin cleaning data. Discuss data and file structure, data management, back up, etc.  

February 15th - 21st: Data cleaning. Begin testing analysis tools: NER, Clustering, Topic 

Modeling, and Voyant; Continue to refine cleaning configurations. 

February 22nd - 28th:. Complete testing data analysis tools by 2/28. Begin brainstorming 

presentation. Begin scaffolding webpage.  

March 1st - 5th: Complete data analysis. Complete Mapping by 3/5.  Build webpage. 1st 

draft of presentation by 3/ 5. 

March 6th- 8th: Complete webpage and presentation by 3/7. Final touches on 3/8. 

Tuesday, March 9th: Final presentation due. 

Thursday, March 11th: Feedback due. 

Sunday, March 14th: Final Submission due.   
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Additional Assignment Requirements: 
 
As well as the Charter and One Pager, please identify and submit: 

1. Two to three research questions related to each topic that you are curious about, 

"Is there evidence to link sea serpent sightings to shipping accidents, therefore 
reinforcing the myth that sea serpents attacked ships?"  

“In which parts of the world were sea serpent sightings most common? How did 
frequency of sightings change over time?” 

“Do descriptions of sea serpent sightings vary significantly across cultures? How does 
cultural context influence descriptions of sea serpent sightings?” 

 
2. The initial search terms you used in the DSL to explore the topic, 

“Attack,” “description,” “sighting,” “‘sea serpent’” 

3. Two to three representative documents that you've found in the DSL related to the 
questions you have in (2). You can find the source citations for your documents in the 
Document Explorer view, by clicking on 'source citation'. 

1. The Sea Serpent 
BY From the Boston Daily Advertiser of Aug 22 
Source Citation 
the Boston Daily Advertiser of Augt 22. "The Sea Serpent." Natchez Gazette, 19 Sept. 1818. 
Nineteenth Century U.S. Newspapers, 
link.gale.com/apps/doc/GT3016512993/DSLAB?u=dslabwa&sid=DSLAB&xid=e53c0b78. 
Accessed 7 Feb. 2021. 
Gale Document Number:GALE|GT3016512993 
URL:https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?p=DSLAB&u=dslabwa&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CGT30165
12993&inPS=true 
  
2. THE LOSS OF THE SERPENT 
Source Citation 
"THE LOSS OF THE SERPENT." Standard, 15 Nov. 1890, p. 5. British Library Newspapers, 
link.gale.com/apps/doc/GS3215088247/DSLAB?u=dslabwa&sid=DSLAB&xid=18b9f0ea. 
Accessed 7 Feb. 2021. 
Gale Document Number:GALE|GS3215088247 
URL:https://docs.google.com/document/d/17Ky8W2vEHuS44xKaaVIRHy36znefmtY5WXN
aArWVkEM/edit 
 
3. A SEA MONSTER. 
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Source Citation 
"A SEA MONSTER." Liverpool Mercury, 26 Jan. 1816. British Library Newspapers, 
link.gale.com/apps/doc/BC3203925810/DSLAB?u=dslabwa&sid=DSLAB&xid=c29fd678. 
Accessed 7 Feb. 2021. 
Gale Document Number:GALE|BC3203925810 
URL:https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?p=DSLAB&u=dslabwa&v=2.1&it=r&id=GALE%7CBC32039
25810&inPS=true 
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