
 

Manuscript review - template 

General review 

Provide general comments on the manuscript and its chances of being published in a reputable, 

international journal. 

What do you think is innovative/or special about this manuscript? 

Provide feedback on the quality of the research itself, both primary research (e.g. experiments, 

surveys, and case studies), as well as secondary research (e.g. literature reviews). 

What are the chances of publication (in low- or high-impact journals) if all the changes in the 

“Changes needed by author” are made, including (if required) improving the presentation? 

 

Changes needed by author 

Comment on the changes needed by author. These are required to get published. Fundamental 

changes that need to be assessed include: 

 Reference list – is it structured? Complete? Used? Does it reference recent and international 
studies? 

 How complete is it? Are all the elements you expect in a research article present?  

 State clearly which parts need amendments? 
 

Add specific, detailed instructions for suggested changes: 

 …………. 

 …………. 
 

 

Expert-led services  

Experts can improve the quality of the presentation. What needs improving? 

 English language? 

 Formatting & structure? 

 Figures? 
 

Journal guidance 

Suggest minimum 5 journals that you feel are a good fit for this manuscript – after all changes are 

made. Share journal name, publisher, journal homepage, journal Impact Factor and Quartile if you 

know it. 



1. Journal: …………, Publisher: …………, Homepage: …………., IF: ………….., Q? 
2. Journal: …………, Publisher: …………, Homepage: …………., IF: ………….., Q? 
3. Journal: …………, Publisher: …………, Homepage: …………., IF: ………….., Q? 
4. Journal: …………, Publisher: …………, Homepage: …………., IF: ………….., Q? 
5. Journal: …………, Publisher: …………, Homepage: …………., IF: ………….., Q? 

 

Please suggest a wide range of journals, maximum 2x Q1/Q2 unless you feel the manuscript would fit 

into Q1/Q2, then suggest more. Suggest at least 3x Q3/Q4 unless you feel the manuscript would only 

fit into Q4, then suggest all five in that Quartile. Please suggest maximum 2x full-Open Access, most 

clients prefer non-OA or very low publication charges. 

 

Route to publication 

Which of the above journals is the most logical target and why? 

What one or two changes described above are critical if the author wants to target that journal? 

Would you happen to have a (published) article that would be a good example for this? 


