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Scientific Poster Design 

 Posters serve as… 
 

An advertisement of your hard work 
 
 

Wow!  Check 
this out! Cool!  
You must be 

smart!!!  
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A poster can be better than 
an oral presentation 

 

 More efficient because: 
 you totally bomb at giving talks 

 a large quantity of research to be presented 

 it allows for more personal interaction 

 it can be viewed while you get a drink 

 it can hang in the department for years 

 it can reach folks not in your field of research   
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How do I get months or years of research 
into my poster? 

 
 Tell a short story 

 Describe a few major points 

 Arouse interest 

 Limit to 250 - 350 words 
 

 

 



Scientific Poster Design 

 

 

Repeat after me: 
Less is best! 
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It’s basically an illustrated abstract 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Is my abstract effective?
Why should anyone care?
What does it add to current knowledge?
Do methods need explained?
Does it highlight findings and recommendations?
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Simplify your paper into poster format 
 

 

 

 

 

Find out the size requirement! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes vertical poster are required.
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Start putting together your 2 main elements 
 

My Amazing Poster 

Figure 1 
here 

Objective 
here 

1) Simple, effective 
data displays 

 

2) Small blocks of 
supporting text 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Clear data displays
Short text boxes
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1) Simple, effective data displays 
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1) Simple, effective data displays 

Better. Best! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you can add miniature illustrations to any of your graphs (e.g., as above), do it! Visual additions help attract and inform viewers much more effectively than text alone. Tables benefit from this trick as well. 
Most graphing applications automatically give your graph an extremely annoying key that you should quickly delete if you can directly label the different elements (as above). Interpreting keys is sometimes very difficult, and you should do anything in your power to make your graphs easy on the brain. 
Acronyms and other shorthands for genotypes, strains, and the like are great when talking to yourself but are terrible for communicating with others. On your graphs, use general, descriptive terms that would make sense to somebody who is not familiar with your research area. You can always add the strain ID in parenthesis: "Control genotype (Col-0)". 
Y-axis labels aligned horizontally are much, much easier to read, and should be used whenever space allows. Viewers with hypertrophied, inflexible neck musculature will be especially appreciative. 
All graphs should have axis labels formatted in "sentence case" (not in "Title Case" and not in "ALL CAPS").
Never give your graphs colored backgrounds, grid lines, or boxes. If your graphing program gives them to you automatically, get rid of them, and curse the programmers as you do it. If you personally know one of those programmers, do something even more severe like break their fingers.
Never display two-dimensional data in 3-D. Three-dimensional graphs look adorable but obscure true difference among bar heights. People who insist 3-D graphs are cool are covert operatives from USA Today.
Make sure that details on graphs and photographs can be comfortably viewed from 6 feet away. A common mistake is to assume that axes labels, figure legends, and numbers on axes are somehow exempt from font-size guidelines. On the contrary, most viewers will read only your figures! 
��
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2) Small blocks of supporting text 

Bad! 
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2) Small blocks of supporting text 
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2) Insert text boxes onto the KUSM-W 
template to add text.  

Name of Presentation
Presenter Name, Associates, and Collaborators

Department name, KU School of Medicine–Wichita

Once I added this 
text box, I used the 
Drawing Tools: 
Format  Tab to 
make the 
background white 
and add a border 
around the text .  

Then I created a 2nd 
box and used the 
paint brush under 
the “Home” tab to 
match the format of 
the 1st box.   
 

I adjusted the size 
under the Format 
Tab. 
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Remember, most of your audience may be there for the 
wine and cheese…so make you fonts  

at LEAST these sizes: 
My Amazing Poster 

By ME!! 

Same font,  same style, left justified 

Title: 85 pt 
Authors: 56 pt 

Introduction 
 
This is an 
example poster.  
It will help you 
learn about 
design elements.  

Sub-headings: 
36 pt 

Body text: 
24 pt 

Example graph Captions: 18 pt 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use a non-serif font (e.g., Helvetica) for title and headings and a serif font (e.g., Palatino) for body text (serif-style fonts are much easier to read at smaller font sizes).

The width of text boxes should be approximately 40 characters (on average: 11 words per line). Lines that are shorter or longer are harder to read quickly (according to research!). 
Avoid blocks of text longer than 10 sentences.
Whenever possible, use lists of sentences rather than blocks of text.
Set line spacing of all text to be exactly 1, in case you have used super- or subscripted text.
Do not trust the "tab" feature to insert the correct amount of space when you are indenting a paragraph (the default is usually too big). Set the tab amount manually, with the ruler.
Tips to test readability:
Make 100% on computer screen and see if you can read it from across the room (6 ft away).
Print a full scale draft (if you can) and lay it on the ground to see if you can read it.
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 Subheadings to include: 
 Introduction 
 Methods 
 Results 
 Discussion/Conclusions 

 

 Additional subheadings: 
 Abstract 
 Objective/Aims 
 Research Question 
 Hypothesis 
 Instruments 
 Limitations 
 Future Research 
 References 
 Acknowledgements 
 Funding Source 
 Contact Information 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction
	Rationale for conducting and importance of the research
	Background for research question complete
	Previous research
Research question
	Appropriate, relevant to the introduction
Methods
	Describes in logical order
		Participants
		Instruments
		Procedures
Results
	Describes in logical order, just the facts
	Answer the research question
	Key results of study were provided
	Descriptive and analytic results are appropriate
	Table(s) and figure(s) compliment text
Discussion
	Significant and/or interesting finds are discussed
	Similarities to and differences from previous research
	Relationship to literature – especially how this study is unique
	Limitations
Conclusions
	Research question(s) answered
	If further research is needed, is it appropriate to the study findings? 
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Poster Text Flow 
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Use color to make your poster  
visually appealing 

 

 2 to 3 colors at most 

 Contrast type to background 

 Be careful with the primary colors 
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Use color to make your poster  
visually appealing 

  

Blue on Red appears blurry to the human eye 
 
 

 

Red on Blue appears blurry to the human eye 
 

 

Yellow on white is hard to read 
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Be aware of busy backgrounds 

Bad! 
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A picture is worth a 1000 words… 
 Make sure you have the right resolution 

• ≥ 150 dpi but ≤ 350 dpi 
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Print out a letter size draft 
 Use the “Fit to Page” print option  

 If you can’t read it, the font is too small. 

 Are the colors good?  

 Do the main points pop? 
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Poster survival kit 
 

 Push pins/binder clips/tape 

 Business cards 
 8½” x 11” handouts 

 Conference name tag 

 White-out 

 Black pen 

 Breath mints 

 Bottled water 



Scientific Poster Design 

Test your learning… 
 

  The Good 
    The Bad 
      The Ugly 
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This one will soon be 
available in 

paperback from 
Amazon.com 
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AAHHH!!! 
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Not bad. 
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Snore… 
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This will do. 
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Unless you are a talented artist individual 
sheets of paper is probably not the way to go. 
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Sunglasses, please! 
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Much 
better. 
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Thank you, 
Rainbow Brite, for 
your submission. 
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Based in part on: 
 

 Cornell Center for Materials Research Scientific 
Poster.pdf 

 
http://www.swarthmore.edu/NatSci/cpurrin1/postera

dvice.htm 
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