
Sentence	  Combination	  2:	  	   	   Subordinating	  Conjunctions	  
A.	  On	  a	  separate	  sheet	  of	  paper,	  combine	  these	  sentences	  using	  the	  subordinating	  
conjunction	  given	  in	  parentheses.	  	  You	  must	  decide	  which	  clause	  should	  take	  the	  
subordinating	  conjunction.	  	  If	  you	  place	  the	  subordinate	  clause	  first,	  be	  sure	  to	  use	  
a	  comma.	  	  Before you write out the new sentence, place a star next to the 
clause that will take the subordinating conjunction. 
1.	  	   There	  is	  trouble.	  
	   ★There	  are	  hungry	  bears	  and	  unguarded	  campsites.	  (wherever)	  
2.	  	   We	  maintain	  our	  love	  for	  freedom.	  	  

The	  United	  States	  Constitution	  will	  last	  another	  two	  hundred	  years.	  (if	  )	  	  
3.	  	   We	  sat	  through	  movie	  matinees	  every	  Saturday.	  
	   We	  were	  seven	  or	  eight	  years	  old.	  (when)	  
4.	  	   Melinda	  won	  the	  election	  last	  year.	  	  

Melinda	  is	  not	  eligible	  to	  run	  again.	  	  	  (since)	  [use	  a	  pronoun	  too]	  
5.	  	   Preston	  can	  stay	  fit.	  	  

Preston	  wants	  to	  exercise	  every	  day.	  (so	  that)	  [use	  a	  pronoun	  too]	  
6.	  	   Ballet	  dancing	  seems	  to	  be	  a	  glamorous	  profession	  .	  	  

Many	  people	  want	  to	  be	  ballet	  dancers.	  (because)	  
7.	  	   We	  will	  do	  all	  our	  shopping	  in	  this	  store.	  
	   The	  choice	  of	  merchandise	  is	  limited.	  (although)	  	  
8.	  	   He	  or	  she	  begins	  training	  very	  early.	  	  

An	  athlete	  has	  no	  chance	  to	  enter	  the	  Olympics.	  (unless)	  
9.	  	   The	  pitcher	  threw	  warm-‐up	  tosses.	  
	   The	  batter	  took	  some	  practice	  swings.	  (while)	  	  
10.	  	   Marsha	  had	  already	  received	  her	  prize	  in	  the	  mail.	  
	   Phil	  collected	  all	  thirty-‐three	  box	  tops.	  (before)	  
	  
B.	  Combine	  the	  sentences	  Using	  these	  seven	  subordinate	  conjunctions	  to	  write	  
answers:	  

	  	  after,	  	  although,	  	  because,	  	  before,	  	  since,	  	  unless,	  	  while	  
1.	  I	  have	  no	  money.	  I	  can’t	  go	  to	  the	  play.	  
2.	  Polar	  bears	  are	  cute.	  The	  mothers	  are	  dangerous	  if	  they	  think	  you	  are	  threatening	  
their	  cubs.	  	  
3.	  Some	  university	  classes	  are	  challenging.	  Others	  classes	  are	  boring.	  
4.	  The	  typhoon	  ended	  on	  Wednesday.	  Everybody	  went	  to	  the	  beach	  to	  inspect	  the	  
damage.	  
5.	  My	  pet	  has	  fleas.	  It	  needs	  a	  bath.	  
6.	  The	  party	  ended.	  We	  went	  to	  the	  beach	  to	  watch	  the	  sunset.	  	  
7.The	  government	  banned	  cell	  phones	  in	  the	  car.	  The	  plan	  won’t	  work	  without	  an	  
enforcement	  program.	  	  


