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!
▪ Many in the field don’t associate what they do 

on a daily basis with annotation, but it is. 
!

▪ Copy Editing, Proofreading, Reprint 
Corrections, Errata, Footnotes, Reference 
Citations are all forms of annotations during the 
authoring process when you think about it. 

Annotation in Publishing 
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!
▪ Often Limited & Third Party Managed 
▪ Everyday Digital Reading 
▪ Journals Publishing 
▪ Higher Education Publishing 
▪ Annotation Beyond the “Contact Us” Button 
▪ Annotation in Manuscript Development

Current Applications of Annotation in Publishing  

!3



▪ Our current reading experience offers little 
natively in terms of annotation functionality. 
• Some Reading Systems offer highlight and note 

functionality, BUT they don’t port from device to 
device. 

• Some use third party partners to offer some 
annotation functionality. 

• Some have none at all.

The Current Annotation Reading Experience
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—You can highlight and make a note in each 
(iBooks in this case)…

iBooks & Kindle Reading
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—… But when you switch devices, the note 
does not carry over. (And here’s Kindle…)

Kindle & iBooks Reading
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▪ There needs to be a Hide/Off switch  
• “1000 other people have highlighted this part of the 

book”.   
• When a user highlights a passage in a Kindle book 

and it DOES carry over to others reading the same 
book. 

• When it’s some inconsequential word in a novel, the 
annotation is then practically useless and just 
interrupts the reading experience.

Annotation Pet Peeve
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▪ Wiley Online Library Journals currently 
have some Annotation functionality built in. 
• Footnotes 
• Publication History 
• Citing Literature 
• Errata 

▪ These are accomplished with cross-linking 
or pop-ups.

Annotation in Academic Journals
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Annotation in Academic Journals
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▪ And some annotation functionality that 
is aided by Third Party Partners 
• Reference Management Tools 

—Users can track articles for their own 
reference & research purposes. 

—e.g. Mendeley & CiteULike  
• Social Media Evaluators 

—Scores articles by numbers of shares on 
Twitter, Facebook, etc. or number of mentions 
in blogs. 

—e.g. AltMetric

Annotation in Academic Journals
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▪ Currently most articles have no highlight or 
note taking functionality. 

▪ There are no comment features to foster 
scholarly discussion of articles 

▪ Errata is published separately & linked to the 
whole page rather than annotated to a 
specific point. 

▪ Enhanced PDF Journals will allow some 
annotation. It is unique to that user and 
device.

Annotation in Academic Journals
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▪ Journal entries have a “Contact Us” button.   
▪ These submissions are sent to the publisher. 
▪ The publisher curates these and sends them to 

the organization responsible for the journal. 
▪ Some journal organization publish selections of 

these comments with their next revisions, 
sometimes up to two years later.

The “Contact Us” Button as Annotation

!12



!
▪ Annotations and the Authoring and Copy 

Editing Process 
!

—From Tear Sheets to Authoring Tools

To begin from the beginning…
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—Actually torn from a book, glued to a 
larger page, & circulated by mail for 
mark up… No, Really!

Tear Sheets & Manual Merge
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—Various Users are color-coded

Copy Editing in Word Track Changes 
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—Author/Editor Communications, 
Comments, In-Text Queries, Basic Editing 
Functionality, 

Copy Editing Annotations
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Proofreading with PDF Notes

—Editor/Compositor 
Communications using 
Sticky Notes & Callout 
Comment Tools
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Proofreading PDF Annotations

—Author/Editor Queries 
—Adobe Acrobat Pro 

Mark Up & Comment 
Functionality
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Proofreading PDF Annotations

—Adobe Mark Up & 
Comment Functionality 

—Wiley-made Copyediting 
Stamps
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▪ Several Authoring Tools now allow 
annotations during the authoring process. 

▪ Allows for simultaneous interaction and faster 
communication between authors, editors, 
compositors 

▪ Version control is important to store these 
annotations and changes to the manuscript. 

▪ An option for annotation carry through 
between versions would be ideal.

Authoring Tools & Annotations
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!
▪ Wiley Plus Learning Space 
!

▪ Wiley/ReadCube Partnership & 
Enhanced PDF Journals

Coming Soon in  
Annotation Innovation
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▪ Wiley Plus Learning Space 
• WileyPlus’ predecessor was great for 

reading, test taking, & homework,  
• Piloting this Summer, Wiley Plus 

Learning Space advances publishing 
annotation features. 

Coming Soon to Higher 
Education Annotation…
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—Highlight and Note Taking 
Functionality

Annotation in Higher Education
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—Bookmarking content for review on a more 
granular level

Annotation in Higher Education

!24



—Student’s can input their confidence level 
in their response to a question before 
seeing the correct answer.   
▪ Potentially a short term annotation you may 

not want to stick.

Annotation in Higher Education
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—Better curating and organizing of 
annotated topics

Annotation in Higher Education
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—Discussion forums between students, 
professor, and any sub-group within the 
class.

Annotation in Higher Education
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—Sharing capabilities for Links, Files, or 
Discussion topics.

Annotation in Higher Education
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—Tracking student performance on 
assignments for instructors to better 
gauge understanding.

Annotation in Higher Education
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▪ These advancements in Annotation 
will… 
• Promote scholarly discussion and class 

participation 
• Gauge student understanding 
• Foster student/teacher interaction 
• Allows for the portability of notes between 

the user’s various devices where they have 
Wiley Plus Learning Space installed 

• Make e-learning, reading & note taking less 
of a hindrance than its print book 
predecessor

Annotation in Higher Education
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!
▪ More native annotation capabilities while 

reading 
▪ More portability of notes from one device 

to another 
▪ Better instantaneous discussion 

capabilities 
▪ More direct application of Errata 

annotations to affected content

What we would still like to see in 
Academic Publishing…
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▪ Curation 
• What’s to keep a annotation discussion on a 

scholarly journal from devolving into the Gawker 
comments section? 

▪ Storage & Retention 
• Should annotations about a corrected typo 

really be retained? 
▪ Edited/Deleted Content 

• What becomes of annotations relating to 
removed content? 

▪ Out-of-Print Content 
• What becomes of annotations on content no 

longer available for sale/online?

Conclusion and Thoughts
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