
 

CAUSE AND EFFECT 

 

Purpose: to explain why or how something happened/happens  

Effect = what happened       Cause = why it happened 

Signal Words and Phrases 

as a result if….then outcome 

because impact reasons for 

consequently in order to since 

due to influenced by so that 

effects of is caused by therefore 

for this reason leads to thus 

how on account of when....then 

 

Comprehension Question Frames 

1. What were the specific events that happened? 

 

2. Why did the events happen? What were the causes? 

 

3. What were the results or outcomes of these events happening? What was the effect? 

 

4. Did prior events cause or influence the main event? If so, in what ways? 

 

5. What is the significance of the event and/or the results (outcomes)? 
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