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Primary sources are documents, artistic works and objects 

that were created during the time period being studied. 

Examples of documentary 

primary sources are:  

diaries, letter, government 

records, newspaper 

articles, journals and maps. 

Examples of non-

documentary primary 

sources are: paintings, 

sculptures,  tools, utensils, 

buildings, oral sources 

(stories, songs, interviews). 
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 Negro dance. From the National 

Library of Jamaica 

“Advertisement from a West 
Indian newspaper from the 
end of the 18th century”. From 

the National Library of Jamaica 

 

Two samples of Primary Sources 



Secondary sources “are 

analytical works that 

comment on and interpret 

other works such as primary 

sources”.  

They are “second-hand, 

published accounts… 

because they are created 

after primary sources and 

they often use or talk about 

primary sources”. 

Examples of secondary 

sources include: textbooks, 

biographies, newspaper 

articles, movies, stories and 

musical recordings. 
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Bob Marley, A biography 

Historical text book 

A depiction of Nanny of 
the Maroons. From the 

National Library of Jamaica 



 First pay attention to when the source was 
created. Can you determine if it was created 
within the time period under study? 

 Did the creator witness the event or 
participate in the event when it happened? 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?q=magnifying+glass&start=90&um=1&rlz=2T4GGHP_enJM0538JM0539&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=3r9wEroworK3LM:&imgrefurl=http://www.airesoft.co.uk/node/66&docid=EuO0W9jHU9AsrM&imgurl=http://www.airesoft.co.uk/sites/default/files/images/magnifying-glass.png&w=214&h=316&ei=LAMEUtjiLJOY9QThzIHYAQ&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=101&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:10,s:100,i:34&tx=54&ty=70


 Did you find this primary source at a reputable 
information unit such as a library, museum or on 
the website of a library, museum, educational 
institution, or government organization? 

 

 If the answer is yes to all the above questions 
then more than likely it is a primary source. 
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http://www.google.com/imgres?q=victory+dance&um=1&rlz=2T4GGHP_enJM0538JM0539&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=mpzfGZ8G7Ds3uM:&imgrefurl=http://www.eatthedamncake.com/2012/11/21/learning-to-eat-on-thanksgiving/&docid=r45-Nqr7iFvyGM&imgurl=http://www.eatthedamncake.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/FRS-Victory-Dance.jpg&w=200&h=254&ei=5wMEUoeNGoKc9gSyvIFg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=417&vpy=13&dur=62&hovh=203&hovw=160&tx=100&ty=128&page=1&tbnh=143&tbnw=113&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:95
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•How trustworthy is the 

information found in the 

source?  Primary sources are 

some times created by 

individuals with prejudices, 

and in order to find out if the 

picture painted is truthful, 

other primary sources should 

be used to corroborate the 

story. 

Reliability 

•If you are unable to find 

information that tells you where it 

comes from then it is harder to 

determine if is an authentic 

primary source. 

Origin 
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From Shutterstock.com From Biography.com 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christopher+columbus&start=241&um=1&rlz=2T4GGHP_enJM0538JM0539&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=OQGT1_YIfpojRM:&imgrefurl=http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-110860961/stock-vector-christopher-columbus.html&docid=YvmgFgXy25IdjM&imgurl=http://image.shutterstock.com/display_pic_with_logo/1160924/110860961/stock-vector-christopher-columbus-110860961.jpg&w=450&h=466&ei=SwkEUqqmBIjg8wTBqoFg&zoom=1&iact=rc&page=11&tbnh=136&tbnw=123&ndsp=22&ved=1t:429,r:59,s:200,i:181&tx=41&ty=58
http://www.google.com/imgres?q=christopher+columbus&start=118&um=1&rlz=2T4GGHP_enJM0538JM0539&hl=en&biw=1024&bih=555&tbm=isch&tbnid=9-0psYXHPFpmwM:&imgrefurl=http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2210088/Was-Columbus-really-Ibiza-Politicians-claim-explorer-grew-party-isle--Ibizan-handwriting.html&docid=8gltOsKHbowyOM&imgurl=http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2012/09/28/article-0-08AA7FCE000005DC-169_634x395.jpg&w=634&h=395&ei=9AgEUra0OoHS9ASk74CQDQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=528&vpy=241&dur=4484&hovh=177&hovw=285&tx=101&ty=134&page=6&tbnh=126&tbnw=170&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:35,s:100,i:109


•Is this source really important to the research being 

undertaken, does it add meaningful information?  

When determining validity pay attention to who is the 

creator of the source,  and the quality and relevancy 

of the information obtained. 

Validity 

•Are there any errors in the primary source?  Human 

beings are imperfect creatures and  we make 

mistakes. Therefore as said in a previous point, use 

other primary sources to corroborate the facts.  

Accuracy 
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“Satire on abolitionism”, a prediction about what will happen if 
slavery is abolished. Taken from the British Museum  website. 



Although many primary sources contain inaccurate 

and biased information; they are still useful as they 

can provide insight into the thinking of that time 

period. However, the flaws should NOT be 

overlooked in your interpretation of the source.  

Did find you anything wrong with the cartoon from 

the previous slide? What do you think are the 

reasons for creating this cartoon?  
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 Reliability 

 Origin 

 Validity 

 Accuracy 

“Cutting the sugar cane”.  From 
the National Library of Jamaica. 



•Read the introduction, go through the table of contents and 

the index, to determine if the source has sufficient  and 

relevant information. Also, the information in the work 

should meet the required academic standard, for example do 

not use a primary school textbook for your CSEC History SBA. 

Suitability  

 

•Prejudices and biased opinions will never be excluded from 

secondary sources. It is important to detect these biases, and 

an introduction or preface will usually give an idea of the 

point of view of the writer. Therefore use other secondary 

sources to get a balanced view 

Objectivity 
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•Two ways to determine if a secondary source is accurate and 

credible is to use other secondary sources to corroborate the 

information and to check the list of references used by the 

author. The reference list can tell you the type of sources 

used and how they can be verified, so If a secondary source 

does not have references do not use it.   

 

Accuracy and 

Credibility 
 

•Although in  history the older the work the more valuable the 

information it contains, it is important that secondary sources 

contain information that reflect the most recent discoveries in 

the field. Therefore pay attention to the date of publication, 

and use the newer edition.  

 

 

Authority 
 

•Who is the author, is he or she an expert in the field and is 

well-known? Is the publisher a reputable  company that only 

publishes works of high academic quality? 

Currency 
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Is the information 
 
◦ Suitable 

 
◦ Objective 

 
◦ Current 

 
◦ Accurate 

 
◦ Credible 

 
and does it have Authority? 
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 “Much of what purports to be serious 
information [on the Web] is simply junk…” 

       -William Miller 
(Former President of the Association of College and Research 

   Libraries} 

 

 Anyone who has access to a computer and 
the Internet can put information on the Web, 
therefore online resources must carefully 
evaluated before being accepted. 
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Is it produced by a 

reputable website? 

Look at website’s 

address and see if it 

includes “.gov” or 

“.edu”.  

Information from 

websites of 

government 

organizations and 

educational 

institutions tend to 

be more reliable. 

 

The webpage 

should also give a 

list of sources used 

by the author. This 

would be helpful in 

verifying the 

information. 

Does the webpage 

have an author? If 

the author’s name 

is given, there must 

be verification that 

he or she has the 

expertise or 

qualifications in the 

subject. 



Remember! Both primary and secondary 
sources are useful 

 

 

Use Wisely! 
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