
RACE Template 
 
Restate the Question………Answer……..Cite Evidence.....Explain, Elaborate or Extend 
 
 
 

R/A (answer in a complete sentence by restating the questions): 
 
 
 
 
 

Lead into your citation with one of the following:  The narrator states…...the text 
states…..For example….. 

Cite evidence (exact quote): 
 
 
 
 
 

Choose a phrase to begin your explanation:  This shows…...this is because….this 
demonstrates…...this means….. 

E (explain how and why the citation supports the answer or extend on your 
thought) 
 
 
 
 
 

Lead into your citation with your own words. You can incorporate your quote 
within the sentence.  
Example:  
The young boy was described as “a rowdy kid”. 
 

Cite evidence (exact quote): 
 
 
 



 
 

Choose a phrase to begin your explanation:  This shows…...this is because….this 
demonstrates…...this means….. 
 

E (explain how and why the citation supports the answer or extend on your 
thought) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remember to write a CONCLUSION sentence: 
 
Starters for your concluding sentence:  In summary…...In brief…...It has been 
shown that……….In general……...Overall……..In conclusion……….To sum up……...As 
evident………..Lastly……...Finally……...To summarize……...In short……….Thus 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Now you are ready to write your open response: 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 


