
  

Rules for the MLA Works Cited page: 

 

1. This should be the last page of your paper (unless you are also including a Works Consulted), and should 

have the heading of last name and page number in the header of the top right corner (Shaw 7). 

 

2. Do not italicize, bold, or do anything different to the title: Works Cited.  The title is plural (Works) because 

there is more than one. 

 

3. All sources that you have used as in-text citations need to be listed here. 

 

4. This page should also be double-spaced. 

 

5. The second line of entries should be “hanging” (select entries, format, paragraph, special, hanging) 

 

6. Times New Roman, 12 point font, 1” margins 

 

7. All entries should follow MLA format (see Ch. 5 of  MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers: 

Seventh Edition). 

 

8. All entries should be in alphabetical order by author’s last name. 

 

a. Exceptions; 

i. There is no author- use title or the next part of the entry. 

ii. Do not alphabetize by the articles ‘a,’ ‘an,’ or ‘the’ 

 

9. If you have two entries with the same author, alphabetize by the next part of the entry.  You do not need to 

list the author a second time for the second entry.  You may use three dashes to signify the repeated name (-

--. The Great Gatsby. New York: Penguin Books, 1957. Print.). 

 

10. Italicize titles of books, scholarly journals, and titles of websites.   

 

11. There should only be one space after a period in the entries. 

 

12. Dates are written as such in MLA: 4 Feb. 2008. 

 

13. For every entry, indicate whether it is a Print or Web source (or DVD, etc.). Ex:  

 

Angelou, Maya. I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. New York: Harper, 1983. Print. 

 

Williams, John. “The Great Gatsby Revisited.” Literary Criticism Online. 13 Aug. 2007. Web. 8 Oct. 2008. 

 

* Note: by including the word “Web” in an online entry, the inclusion of the URL becomes optional. 

 

14. Abbreviations: 

a. Publishers’ Names- use the list on page 248-249 of the MLA handbook.  If you do not see the 

abbreviation here, then you must use the full name of the publisher. 

b. See accepted abbreviations for dates, titles, etc. starting on page 234 of the MLA handbook. 

 

15. Missing Information in an Entry: 

a. N.p.- no place of publication (before colon; capitalize N) 

b. n.p.- no publisher (after colon; little n) 

c. n.d.- no date of publication 

d. n.pag.- no pagination 

 

 



  

16. Write titles in appropriate MLA format even though they may look differently on the title page. Example: 

MODERNISM & WOMEN WRITERS would be written Modernism and Women Writers. 

 

17. When writing a citation for a web source, you must include the publisher or sponsor of the site, if available. 

Example:  

 

Tyre, Peg. “Standarized Tests in College?” Newsweek. Newsweek, 16 Nov. 2007. Web. 15 May 2008. 

 

“Utah Mine Rescue Funeral.” CNN.com. Cable News Network, 21 Aug. 2007. Web. 21 Aug. 2007.  
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