
Nonfiction Text Structures 

 

Text Structure Visual Signal Words 

Description 
(Main Idea/Details) 

 

 

 for example or for instance 

characteristics 

such as 

specifically 

to illustrate 

Chronological 
(Sequence) 

 first, second, … 

 next, last, then, before 

finally, following 

Compare/Contrast  

 

 

same, similar, alike 

different, on the other hand 

both 

Cause & Effect  

 

 

reasons why, if…..then 

effects of, because 

leads to, for this reason 

therefore 

Problem/Solution                      

             

 

problem 

 answer 

dilemma 

solved 

 

 


