
P.

Steps

Desired Solution

Description

Sequence or Timeline

Compare and Contrast

Causes and Effects

Problem and Solution

Argument and Evidence

Text  Structure Purpose
Signal 

Words

to begin with, for example, 

for instance, most important,

in front, beside, near, sensory

words: looks like, sounds like,

etc.

first, second, third, before,

on (date), not long after,

after that, next, at the same

time, finally, then, following

like, unlike, but, in contrast, 

on the other hand, however, 

both, also, too, as well as

so, therefore, consequently,

this led to, as a result,

because, if…then

because, one part of, as a 

result, consequently, this 

led to, if…then, remedy, 

one step of the solution 

is…. 

therefore, accordingly, as

you can see, in addition to,

another reason, finally, In 

conclusion

just to describe

to convey events or 

steps that must be 

presented in order

to present 

likenesses and 

differences

to explain  evidence of 

causes and effects 

to describe a problem 

(and possibly the 

causes/effects of it), 

the desired solution, 

and the steps taken to 

solve it

to convince the reader to 

do or believe something by 

making a strong claim and 

providing evidence for it


