
Character Archetypes 
An archetype is an original model of a person, ideal example, or a prototype after which others are copied, patterned, or emulated; 
a symbol universally recognized by all.  

 
THE ACTOR / STORYTELLER 
The Actor/Storyteller brings pleasure to all by acting out events in life, and shares lifelong wisdom and insight through story, myth, 
and legend. The underdeveloped side of the Actor has a need to exaggerate the drama of his or her own life by telling untrue 
stories, including everything from gossip to attempts to defame another person in the public eye. . Characteristics of this energy 
include exaggerating, dramatizing, attention seeking behavior, fabricating information, and lying.   
 
THE ADDICT 
The developed Addict helps you recognize when an outside substance, habit, relationship or other expression of life has more 
authority over your will than your spirit does. The liberated slave who has earned integrity, self-esteem and dignity represents its 
light side. The undeveloped Addict gives up their will for survival and struggles with the absence of self-control. 
 
THE ALCHEMIST  
This archetype is associated with "turning lead into gold," using a combination of chemistry, magic, and philosophy, thriving on the 
mysterious relationship between matter and the creation of life.   Alchemy does not have to relate to money, it often can be a 
Pollyanna, or someone who takes something worthless and makes it powerful. By example, drug seekers and con artists do this 
through storytelling. The Alchemist is not a wizard, who is associated with the use of supernatural powers, or a magician, who 
tends to be seen more as an entertainer. 
 
THE ARTIST  
This archetype is associated with aesthetic creativity.  It plays a dominant role in those skilled in the fine arts such as literature, 
poetry, music, painting and photography.  The artist is often a social voice or visionary, representing the energy of the human 
conditions through his/her particular talent.   
 
THE AVENGER  
This archetype must transcend vengeance as well as the capacity to be "bought" for the task of harming another.  It is often a part 
of those who are attracted to street gangs.  The positive side teaches the futility of revenge. The lesson inherent in this archetype is 
to attain victory over the dark energy of vengeance and to reestablish a connection to spiritual morality 
 
THE CELIBATE  
To be celibate from an archetypal perspective does not mean that life is lived without sexuality.  It does mean, however, that there 
are no physical relationships. You can be a celibate and a lover.  Romance novels are popular with those in this situation.  In its 
positive side, being alone is a way of regrouping creativity.  
 
THE CHILD 
The mature Child nurtures that part of us that desires to be light-hearted, playful, and innocent.  The Child allows himself to 
maintain his sense of youth while balancing the priorities of an adult life.  The positive energy of the developed Child brings out the 
best in others as well as in us.   When underdeveloped, this archetype can take on several different forms including the Wounded 
Child, the Orphan Child, the Bratty Child, the Needy Child, and the Eternal Child.   
 

• ·The Wounded Child continuously relives the difficulties one may have experienced during childhood and often blames 
the parent for these difficulties; this child also fantasizes about the childhood that could have or should have been.  

• ·The Orphan child is plagued with the fear of abandonment, always seeking reinforcement that others will not "leave,” 
which makes the establishment of mature relationships difficult.   

• ·The Bratty Child is characterized by obnoxious behavior, temper tantrums, fits of jealousy, and a chronic need to always 
be the center of attention.   

• ·The Needy Child carries a heavy feeling inside that their childhood was incomplete, and that nothing is ever enough.  
They may become depressed, as they place focus on their own personal needs and therefore are unable to see the 
needs of others. 

• ·The Eternal Child embodies a Peter Pan complex, refusing to grow up, embrace the responsible life of an adult and 
determined to remain young in mind, body and spirit.  

• ·The Healthy Child balances responsibility with relaxation and is comfortable with both work and play.   
 
 
 



THE COWARD  
The coward faces circumstances that require courage until it is a part of his/her spirit.  Once developed, it radiates strength and the 
inability to be threatened.  Coward energy need not be dramatic, as in facing the enemy in a military confrontation.  It more often 
takes the form of less obvious encounters such as difficulty in admitting to deeds at work or home.  Symbolically, the Coward within 
must stand up to being bullied by his own inner fears. 
 
THE DAMSEL / KNIGHT  
This is the archetype of the romantic duo. The damsel waits to be rescued by her knight, the chivalrous man who comes with the 
promise of a life of romance and bliss "forever after." The damsel represents a woman with little ability to handle the forces in the 
outside world (note the protective boundaries of the castle), and the Knight is the portrait of honor, strength, and chivalry who 
embodies the promise of everlasting safety and protection. From the damsel's point of view, the Knight is automatically elevated, no 
matter what package he comes in.  The Damsel represents the classic "helpless" and contains all of the elements of the wounded 
child. 
 
THE DETECTIVE / SLEUTH  
At the symbolic level, this archetype journeys into the underworld, the deep psychological warehouse that contains answers to the 
mysteries as to why people do what they do.  At the ordinary level of expression, this is the energy behind detectives such as 
Sherlock Holmes. The researcher, who may be skilled as an investigator, is not a sleuth as the underworld element is absent. The 
dark side of the detective is the spy who seeks out information for dishonorable use, such as the snoop or stalker.   
 
THE DISCIPLE  
The disciple is devoted to a teacher or cause. Often a covenant of support is involved.  The shadow disciple emerges when 
individual will is forsaken, thereby losing the ability to discern fact from fiction.  A type of hypnotic condition results, allowing 
seduction by the ruling group or authority figure, even if it leads to death. 
 
THE FOOL  
The Fool can disguise and transmit wisdom into the lives of others through giving a non-threatening appearance of the naked eye.  
The expression that "God takes care of fools and little children" captures the essence of this archetype.  Historically, courts had 
fools and court jesters to amuse its members, but the fool always stood behind the king offering him "insights" about the deceitful 
behavior or actions of others. When evolved, this energy uses, or finds a soft way to tell the truth; however, if to lie, the fool will 
choke over the task or quit.   
 
THE GAMBLER (The Risk taker) 
This archetype thrives on the "high" that comes from beating the odds. Someone can gamble with money, emotions, or the truth, 
and the desire to take risk can result in serious addictions.  The positive side has the ability to take risk in areas that would frighten 
others, such as gambling on an investment behind a new technology.   
 
THE GODDESS  
The Goddess represents the many faces of the feminine spirit.  For example, Aphrodite, the goddess of eternal beauty, hopes to 
develop internal beauty as well.  The shadow Aphrodite believes there is no power without beauty. In an attempt to hold onto 
beauty with age, anorexia can result.  Aphrodite's are untouchable and therefore don't become a mothers.  
 
THE HEALER   
While the genuine healer is a rare find, the desire to heal is common.  The Wounded Healer is frequently initiated into the 
profession, usually after having successfully endured a challenge stemming from life, death or health.  The Intuitive Healer, by their 
very nature and personality, can inspire others to release their painful history or make changes in their lives that redirect the course 
of their future. The ability to heal others is not a self-appointed profession, it is ordained.   
 
THE HERMIT 
The Hermit is frequently misunderstood, labeled eccentric, and chooses isolation as a lifestyle. In general those with this archetype 
look toward the arts, philosophical pursuits or something creative to fill the gap of empty space.  Others choose this lifestyle 
because of fear of the outside world, and when that is the motive, isolation can lead to phobic behavior. Ultimately, this archetype 
leads to the journey into the soul. The extrovert may be a frightened Hermit. 
 
THE HERO / HEROINE  
The Hero is accurately represented in the legend of Hercules, one who confronted numerous battles alone, on behalf of others 
much weaker than he. Joan of Arc represents a female hero, who led an army to triumph centuries ago in France.  The Hero's 
journey is one fraught with challenges, and all those surrounding him lack the stamina to fully assist in succeeding victory over the 
tasks at hand. The Hero is usually drafted and does not choose the position.   
 
 
 



THE JUDGE  
The Judge has the capacity to use the combination of wisdom and compassion to rule with fairness.  King Solomon is the icon of 
this archetype.  This archetype is involved with attorneys and arbitrators and other decision makers 
 
THE KING / QUEEN  
These archetypal patterns represent the need to rule others in a courtly fashion, or dictate law without the need of a court at all. 
They seek lavishness and surroundings that bestows status both at home and at work. When manifested in the positive, the desire 
to protect those "under the rule of their court" manifests itself.  Parents might hold this attitude toward their children, but that does 
not mean that they possess the archetype.   
 
THE LOVER  
This archetype seeks romantic forms of expression as a means of fulfillment. The Lover may need multiple sexual experiences or 
to explore sex for the experience in and of it self.  The lover may also be a celibate, who takes a non-sexual orientation and 
fantasizes about "true love" instead. A business may possess this archetype as well, as in the case of Victoria's Secret.  
 
THE MAGICIAN / SORCERER (An Illusionist) 
This archetype is associated with magic, both white and black.  It thrives on the creation of illusion that can run the gamut of the 
illustrator to the magician entertainer.  It is associated with the power to transform the ordinary into the extraordinary as in the 
Wizard of Oz.    
 
THE MARTYR  
The Martyr must have a sacred cause that is for the benefit of an entire perceptual system. It is a cause -religious, social, or 
political-  for which "to die for" has meaning.  At this level, the Martyr remains an inspiration to so many (Martin Luther King). The 
archetype does not require death, but rather may include suffering years of "martyrdom" to protect others from the same fate 
(Nelson Mandela).  
 
THE MIDAS / MISER  
The Midas magnetically attracts money, has a passion to be around it and to make it. There is nothing wrong with this goal in and 
of it self.  Donald Trump, Bill Gates and Estee Lauder are example personalities. The philanthropist is a highly developed Midas.  
 
THE MONK / NUN 
This archetype seeks to motivate others to make spirituality the major goal of their physical lives. Traditionally, life within a monastic 
setting is used to facilitate the passion for intimate union with the divine. In recent decades it may also be part of those attracted to 
spiritual communities that present a more social-spiritual-environmental goal. The archetype often requires the taking of vows, 
poverty, chastity, and obedience, representing an official separation from the physical world. It can manifest as a serious 
commitment to personal spiritual practice a well, however 
 
THE MOTHER / FATHER  
The Mother is the ultimate nurturer both the bearer of the life and the creation of a safe and loving home for her family. "Mother 
Earth", providing sustenance for all living creatures.The Father is the ultimate protector and provider for his family. His qualities 
include honor, integrity, loyalty, and physical stamina. 
 
THE MYSTIC  
The mystic state of consciousness is not attained through personal choice but rather is evolved into.  While not always the case, 
enlightenment is generally reached after a life of solitude within a monastic setting. The earmark of a mystical awakening is an 
experience that contains the power of instantaneous transformation  from one level of conscious to another. This transformation is 
permanent and then becomes the guiding force behind life's journey 
 
THE NET WORKER 
Networkers expand their sphere of influence by forging alliances and making connections among vastly different groups of people. 
The messenger, courier, journalist and communicator exemplify this archetype, however it has also been reborn through Internet 
technology.  
 
THE OLYMPIAN / ATHLETE  
An individual who strives to perfect physical and mental stamina through a highly trained body embodies these archetypes. The 
Olympian is motivated primarily by an artistic relationship to physical form as opposed to financial gain; it must be a major part of 
their lives (Bruce Jenner). Some one who transcends the limitations of a handicap by developing their highest capacity can be an 
Olympian as well.  
 
THE PEACEMAKER / STATESPERSON / ORATOR  
This archetype represents a society's philosophical voice, intended to inspire people to become the best they can be. Winston 
Churchill and Jimmy Carter are examples of the light side and Hitler of the shadow side. 



THE PHILOSOPHER The Philosopher 
The Philosopher pursues the meaning of life for the sake of obtaining a level of reason beyond human boundary. Questions are 
pursued for which there are no definitive solutions and answers are not the ultimate goal: the heightening of awareness about the 
nature of human life is. Example personalities include Socrates and Aristotle. 
 
THE PIONEER / EXPLORER / VISIONARY / INNOVATOR / ENTREPRENEUR  
This archetype compels a person to seek the unknown, to be a trailblazer, and to create a path that has never been carved before.  
At the physical level it can include everything from archeological explorations to scientific ones. They may believe that nothing new 
will ever come from their journeys, such as when a scientist fails to produce the discovery he has been seeking for years.   
 
THE PRINCE / PRINCESS  
People with this archetype experience life in a state of "near the throne" but never officially take it. For them, the inheritance of 
power always remains one step out of reach.  Vice-presidents and daughters of powerful men who have "authority" only so far as it 
is given to them exemplify this energy. In other words, these individuals are surrounded by a history of power, but have not yet 
matured into their own capacity to access it.  
 
THE PROPHET  
The Prophet brings messages of what is to come in a social context. More often than not, their message is a warning that 
destruction is ahead lest change occur. Frequently the prophet is unwelcome as no one wants to face either the change or the 
possibility of destruction.  
 
THE PROSTITUTE 
The term “Prostitute” also implies a negative meaning, but we learn from this archetype not to compromise or sacrifice our mind, 
body, or spirit.  Prostitution takes many forms that all include compromising one’s morals or ethics, sacrificing any aspect or 
expression of yourself.  For example, have you ever "sold out" to people or organizations that you did believe in?  Have you 
remained in a bad marriage for financial protection, put someone else in a compromising position in order to gain power, or bribed 
another for loyalty, support or silence?  Have you ever judged as weak those who continually compromise themselves?  These 
examples represent the negative energy of this archetype.   
 
THE PUCK 
This archetype is both playful and a tease.  While it may humiliate others, it is not, a trickster.  The Puck can generate intense 
sexual rushes with little focus on the outcome of such play.  
 
THE REBEL 
While the Rebel is unable to accept the status quo, he can become a leading voice that confronts societal negativity. The 
developed side of this archetype learns to exercise responsible choice when confronting someone or thing. 
 
THE REPORTER  
The Reporter is a faithful recorder of events, with a reputation for accuracy and impartial position on the events being recorded. 
This archetype is behind the historian, accountants and other bookkeepers 
 
THE RESCUER 
This archetype comes to the aid of people in genuine need, such as in threatening situations and natural disasters; he does his job 
and gets out (firefighter). When underdeveloped the Rescuer may come to the aid of another who is in the throws of illness or a bad 
relationship only to find that the rescued ultimately leaves as there is no further need to remain. The underdeveloped Rescuer must 
be willing to look internally. The challenge of this archetype is to evaluate the motivation behind why assistance is extended to 
another, or if personal gain should be involved.   
 
THE SABOTEUR (The Guide, The Protector, The Facilitator) 
This archetype often is the most difficult to comprehend as it is associated with the concept of betrayal.  In truth, the purpose of this 
archetype is to help you learn the many ways in which you challenge, or sabotage, yourself.  Our fears frequently cloud the quality 
of our decisions.  There are numerous examples of cases in which the underdeveloped saboteur surfaces.  We begin a new 
relationship and then destroy it because we are afraid of a painful outcome. We begin a working relationship and find ourselves in a 
power struggle when we fear the talents of the other person.  The developed Saboteur guards self, home and everything else 
important.  It guides us in and out of situations by allowing us to feel incredibly creative and vulnerable at the same time.   
 
THE STUDENT 
This Student is in pursuit of knowledge for the sake of knowledge and the love of learning. This archetype is as active in a person 
seeking to understand all there is to know about masonry as it is to someone in academia..  
 
 
 



THE SERVANT 
Classically this archetype is assumed due to class status, serves only others, and never oneself. It is important to keep in mind that 
Servants are associated with having no choice about the tasks they perform. 
 
THE SLAVE / PUPPET  
The slave is a person held in a circumstance or situation without opportunity for choice or dignity.  The journey of the slave is to 
become the master of his/her own life and fate.  An internal master such as memories, moods, drugs or alcohol can enslave 
someone as well.  
 
THE TEACHER  
This archetype impartially provides instruction to others with the intention of furthering the development of their hearts and minds.  
While parents, or those that instruct others in a craft of trade may have its influence, the Teacher's energy must resonate in a 
personal sense to have this archetype. There is a code of honor, or ethics that comes along with the task.  
 
THE TRICKSTER  
This archetype is imbued with the task of helping others recognize the absurdity of life and its many challenges.  Its methods can 
vary from the wild energy of the "coyote" spirit to seducing others in a grand illusion, only to then watch them crumble right in front 
of you.  The Trickster does not have the same code of ethics of the teacher, but rather desires to free others by making them 
confront the confines of fear housed within the psyche.  Like a leprechaun, they set you up.  
 
THE VICTIM 
While the label “victim” has negative connotations, in its healthy state, this archetype provides a quality of perception and strength 
that protects against victimization from others.  It alerts us to become more conscious in situations that are conducive to being 
taken advantage of.  In its underdeveloped state, the victim feels that it is always taken advantage of, and never at fault.  The 
purpose of the Victim is to teach us how to develop the courage and strength to stand up for oneself and to no longer invite 
victimization in.  We are not meant to be victimized in life, but are meant to learn how to face our challenges and overcome them. 
 
THE VILLAIN / CROOK  
The purpose of this archetype is not to commit crimes, but rather through lessons of justice and honor to rid oneself of the desire to 
engage in such behavior.  While the street criminal is the form this energy most frequently takes, such behavior is not required. The 
Villain can also reside in one's mind, manifesting fantasies of stealing power from others.  
 
THE VAMPIRE  
The Vampire is associated with both bloodsucking.  As the Vampire satisfies his thirst for blood, the host grows increasingly 
helpless and submissive, and eventually becomes drained of any capacity for self-protection.  Relationships centered in  power 
struggles, dominance, co-dependence, chronic complaining and holding onto someone either emotionally or psychically long after 
the relationship has ended are all indicators of the Vampire pattern. 
 
THE WANDERER  
The wanderer is often labeled as a sad and lonely individual who is seeking an internal place of tranquility through travel in the 
external world. It may also manifest as someone who never completes anything, or sees things through full cycle.  The positive side 
of this energy is very rich, however, and can lead a person to explore other countries and traditions. In this instance the Wanderer 
learns that the journey itself empowers. 
 
THE WARRIOR / SOLDIER  
The Warrior, in its highest sense, is a protector of society. Marines, sailors, and police all qualify for this archetype.  They use their 
strength to defend others, even to the point of facing death. Other presentations of this archetype emerge in people who will give all 
they have to protect a cause, such as the environment. Unlike the Knight who is noted for a romantic quality, this archetype has a 
code of defense that exudes so much power that it doesn't need to fight.  
 
THE WAZARD / GENIUS / SCIENTIST / ENGINEER / INVENTOR / ORATOR 
The many faces of this archetype foster an exploration into new insights and ideas about matter, and the desire to pursue how 
physical laws of the universe are involved within our lives.  Its breadth is wide, from mathematics to machinery.  In its positive form, 
this archetype can be among the most powerful forces in the advancement of society.  
 
THE WISE WOMAN  
This archetype is symbolic of  "wise women" as in the Greek goddess of wisdom, Sophia or the Oracle of Delphi. Wisdom is earned 
and not given and therefore a woman must evolve into the "wise woman”.  She cannot be obtained by seeking it by personal 
choice. Its status in life is associated with age and belongs to an elder female as opposed to a young woman.  
 


