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Codominance and Incomplete Dominance 
Part of our standards (what you need to learn this year) is to be able to describe heredity and how traits are passed 
down using the following examples: eye color, widow’s peak, and blood type. 

● Widow’s Peak: an example of mendelian genetics. 
● Eye color: an example of incomplete dominance. 
● Blood type: an example of codominance 

 
We have already spent a few days doing punnett squares and examples of complete dominance (mendelian 
genetics) in which the dominant trait completely masks the recessive trait. Not all genes have that characteristic. 
Use your notes from today to complete the following examples for incomplete dominance and codominance. 
 

1. What is the difference between complete dominance (mendelian genetics) and codominance? (use 
complete sentences) 

 
 
 

2. How is incomplete dominance different from complete dominance? (use complete sentences) 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Incomplete Dominance 
Snapdragons are incompletely dominant for color; they have phenotypes red, pink, or white.  The red flowers 
are homozygous dominant, the white flowers are homozygous recessive, and the pink flowers are 
heterozygous.  Give the genotypes for each of the phenotypes, using the letters 
“R” and “ r ” for alleles. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
In horses, some of the genes for hair color are incompletely dominant.  Genotypes are as follows: brown 
horses are BB, white horses are bb and a Bb genotype creates a yellow-tannish colored horse with a white 
mane and tail, which is called “palomino”.  Show the genetic crosses between the following horses and record 
the genotypic and phenotypic percentages:  
 
 

 
 
 


