Skil] ? g smdept writing. lFam'chpia[ phrases are an efficient way to
combine related ideas into one sentence.
Participial Phrase
Characteristics of the Participial Phrase
’dentifying the Participial Phrase

Participles describe nouns or pronouns. Present participles

Here's a list of sentences, all written by professional writers, but
with some parts deleted.

1. We could see the lake and the mountains across the lake on
the French side.

2. Sadao had his reward.
3. The sun rose clear and bright.

4. Spencer took half an hour.

Now compare those sentences with the originals. Notice that the
additions account for the distinctiveness of the original sentence.

la. Sitting up in bed eating breakfast, we could see the
lake and the mountains across the lake on the French side.
Emest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms

2a. Sadao, searching the spot of black in the twilight sea

that night, had his reward.
Pearl 5. Buck, "The Enery”

3a. The sun rose clear and bright, tinging the foamy crests
of the waves with a reddish purple.
Alexander Dumas, Count of Monte Cristo

4a. Spencer took half an hour, swimming in one of the pools
which was filled with the seasonal rain, waiting for
the pursuers to catch up to him.
Ray Bradbury, The Martian Chronicles

The boldface phrases are participles, one of the sentence
parts that appears frequently in professional writing, but rarely in

always end in ing. Past participles usually end in ed. In the
following example, the nouns or pronouns are underlined, the
participles are capitalized, and the rest of the participial phrases
are boldfaced.

Present Participles

1. She was quite far from the windows which were to her left,
and behind her were a couple of tall bookcases, CONTAINING

all the books of the factory library.
John Hersey, Hiroshima

2. Minute fungi overspread the whole exterior, HANGING in a

fine tangled web-work from the eaves.
Edgar Allan Poe, "The Fall of the House of Usher”

3. STANDING there in the middle of the street, Marty
suddenly thought of Halloween, of the winter and snowballs,

of the schoolyard.
Murray Heyert, "The New Kid"

4. Professor Kazan, WEARING a spotlessly white tropical
suit and a wide-brimmed hat, was the first ashore.
Arthur C. Clarke, Dolphin I1sland

5. He walked to the corner of the lot, then back again,
STUDYING the simple terrain as if deciding how best to
effect an entry, FROWNING and SCRATCHING his head.

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird

Past Participles

6. In six months a dozen small towns had been laid down upon
the naked planet, FILLED with sizzling neon tubes and
yvellow electric bulbs.

Ray Bradbury, The Martian Chronicles



?Be tent, ILLUMINED by candle, glowed warmly in the

midst of the plain.
Jack London, The Call of the wild

8. ENCHANTED and ENTHRALLED, | stopped her constantly

for details.
Richard Wright, Black Boy

9.The other shoji slammed open, and UNSEEN, Buntaro

stamped away, FOLLOWED by the guard. =
James Clavell Shogun

10.Her hair, BRAIDED and WRAFPED around her head, made

an ash-blonde crown.
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath

Participles can occur as sentence openers, subject-verb splits, or
sentence closers. Examples are boldfaced.

Sentence Openers

1.

Whistling, he let the escalator waft him into the still night air,
Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451

Looking over their own troops, they saw mixed masses
slowly getting into regular form.

Stephen Crane, The Red Badge of Courage
Amazed at the simplicity-of it all, I understood everything

as never before.
Alphonse Dauder, “The Last Lesson”

Subject-Verb Splits

4,

My father, cautioning me not to work a horse till he had

fed fully, said I had plenty of time to eat myself.
Lincoin Steffens, "A Boy on Horseback”

Eckels, balanced on the narrow path, aimed his rifle

playhully.
Ray Bradbury, "A Sound of Thunder®

. The sight of Mick’s exploring beam of light, lashing and

flickering through the submarine darkness a few yards
away, reminded him that he was not alone.
Arthur C. Clarke, Dolphin Island

7. The entire crowd in the saloon gathered about me now,
urging me to drink.

Sentence Closers

Richard Wright, Black Boy

8. She called to him, excited.
Daphne du Maurier, "The Birds”

9. The magician patted the hand, holding it quietly with a

thumb on its blue veins, waiting for life to revive.
T 5 White, Book of Merlyn



