
Lesson 12 – Participial, Gerund, and Infinitive Phrases 
 

Infinitive Phrases: the infinitive form of the verb (to be, to make, etc.) in addition to modifying 
words. They may function in a sentence as either nouns, adjectives, or adverbs. 
 
 Examples:  Noun: He planned to fix the car. [direct object] 
   Adjective: The opportunity to take a long vacation eluded the executive. 
   Adverb: He trained hard to make the team. 
    
A.  Underline the infinitive phrase in each of the following sentences. Then write N for 
noun, ADJ for adjective, or ADV for adverb in the space provided to indicate the function 
of each infinitive phrase. 
 
1.  To barbecue in the summer is the only form of cooking for many men.   ___ 
 
2.  According to Plato, to live well means leading an examined life.    ___ 
 
3.  Before continuing, she turned to face the audience.     ___ 
 
4.  The best way to succeed at any discipline is through practice.    ___ 
 
5.  Josh is trying to make the team.        ___ 
 
6.  A good strategy to consider for one's career is learning from the mistakes of others. ___ 
 
 
Participial phrases are made up of either the present or past participle of a verb, along with 
words that modify the participle. They always function as adjectives, just as participles do. 
 
 Examples: Wearing a red dress, the actor stepped on to the red carpet. [present  
   participle] 
   The stuntman looked like a mummy, bandaged from head to toe. [past  
   participle] 
 
Gerund phrases and gerunds, for that matter, always function as nouns in a sentence. 
 
 Example:  Taking good notes is a priority for stronger students. 
 
B. Underline the participial or gerund phrase in each sentence. Indicate your choice by 
printing either a "P" or a "G" in the blank. 
 
1.  Attending the plowing match has become a fall tradition for party leaders.  ___ 
 
2.  At the fair, you can see art produced by local students.     ___ 
 
3.  The residence, constructed entirely out of marble, impressed the couple.  ___ 



4.  She loves hunting in the wilderness.       ___ 
 
5.  Wearing those shoes gives her sore feet.       ___ 
 
6.  Struck by a hockey stick in the mouth, the player required the services of a dentist. ___ 
 
 
Formal English requires the use of the possessive case for a noun or pronoun that modifies a 
gerund or gerund phrase. 
 
 Examples: We were all surprised by John's making the team. 
   We did not anticipate his committing the summer to training. 
    
C.  Underline the case error in each sentence and write the correction on the line. Write 
"C" if the sentence is correct. 
 
1.  She asking that man to leave impressed me. _____________ 
 
2.  The issue with us staying at the cottage is that we have a game tomorrow. _______________ 
 
3.  The coach controlling the play-calling affected the timing of the offence. _______________ 
 
4.  The dog, barking loudly, woke up the neighbours. _____________________ 
 
5.  Them working through the night was unexpected. _____________________ 


