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Participles and Participial Phrases 
 A participle is a verb form that can be used as an adjective. 
 A participial phrase consists of a participle together with its modifiers and 

compliments.  (The whole participial phrase is used as an adjective.) 
               

Directions:  Underline the participle or participial phrase in each sentence. 

1.  Destroyed by the tornado, the house must be rebuilt. 

2.  Lying awake last night, I realized that I forgot to turn on the dishwasher. 

3.  Hoping for a raise, Stan anxiously awaited his job review. 

4.  Weaned off the respirator, the young man asked for something to drink. 

5.  Shocked by Larry’s behavior, Shelby decided to break up with him. 

6.  Given the high number of errors, Jennifer had to retype her report. 

7.  Demanding to be heard, the child screamed and stomped her feet. 

8.  Elected class president, James now had a lot of responsibility. 

9.  Undaunted by the task, Rene worked hard to complete it. 

10.  The unexpected cherry filling made the donut delicious. 

11.  Learning to ski, Jenny broke her leg and her arm. 

12.  Interested in painting as a child, Mindy began art lessons in first grade. 

13.  Wanting to learn to play the piano, Sam asked for piano lessons. 

14.  Wanting to be chosen, Billy waved his hand in the air. 

15.  Experienced at handling lions, the trainer remained calm. 

16.  Finishing his work early, Dad had time to take us bowling. 
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