
Grade 11 L&L                       Compare and Contrast essay

What is a compare & contrast essay?

To compare is to examine how things are similar, while to contrast is to see how they differ. A
compare and contrast essay therefore looks at the similarities of two or more characters, and
the differences. Sometimes the whole essay will compare and contrast, though sometimes the
comparison or contrast may be only part of the essay. The key to a good compare-and-contrast
essay is to choose two or more subjects that connect in a meaningful way. The purpose of
conducting the comparison or contrast is not to state the obvious but rather to illuminate subtle
differences or unexpected similarities.

Structure

There are two main ways to structure a compare and contrast essay, namely using a block or a
point-by-point structure. For the block structure, all of the information about one of the
characters being compared/contrasted is given first, and all of the information about the other
character is listed afterwards. This type of structure is similar to the block structure used for
cause and effect and problem-solution essays. For the point-by-point structure, each similarity
(or difference) for one character is followed immediately by the similarity (or difference) for the
other. Both types of structure have their merits. The former is easier to write, while the latter is
generally clearer as it ensures that the similarities/differences are more explicit.

The two types of structure are shown in the diagram below.

https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/cande/
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/problemsolution/


Compare and Contrast Structure Words

Compare and contrast structure words are transition signals which show the similarities or
differences. Below are some common examples.

Compare Contrast

Similarly
Likewise
Also
both …. and …..
not only….. but also…..
neither ….nor…….
Just like + noun
Similar to + noun
to be similar to
to be the same as
to be alike
to compare to/ with

However
In contrast
In comparison
By comparison
On the other hand
while
whereas
but
to differ from
to be different from
to be dissimilar to
to be unlike

Examples:
The villagers in Umuofia are very
superstitious. Similarly/ Likewise those who
live in Mbaino also worship the gods.
Both the men and the women took part in the
feast.
Just like Okoye, Oberieka was a successful
member of the clan.
The obi in Umuofia were similar to those in
Mbaino.

Nwoye, although he respected the gods, was
interested in the white man’s religion.
However, his brothers and sisters rejected it.
Ikemefuna was eager to listen to Okonkwo
recount his exploits, whereas Nwoye
preferred to listen to his mother’s stories.
Oberieka differed from Okonkwo in his more
circumspect attitude.
Ekwefi is unlike Okonkwo’s other children in
her boldness.

Criteria for comparison/contrast

When making comparisons or contrasts, it is important to be clear what criteria you are using.
Study the following example, which contrasts two people. Here the criteria are unclear.

● Aaron is tall and strong. In contrast, Bruce is handsome and very intelligent.

Although this sentence has a contrast transition, the criteria for contrasting are not the same.
The criteria used for Aaron are height (tall) and strength (strong). We would expect similar
criteria to be used for Bruce (maybe he is short and weak), but instead we have new criteria,
namely appearance (handsome) and intelligence (intelligent). This is a common mistake for
students when writing this type of paragraph or essay. Compare the following, which has much
clearer criteria (contrast structure words shown in bold).

https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/cohesion/transitions/
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#structurewords


● Aaron and Bruce differ in four ways. The first difference is height. Aaron is tall, while
Bruce is short. A second difference is strength. Aaron is strong. In contrast, Bruce is

weak. A third difference is appearance. Aaron, who is average looking, differs from
Bruce, who is handsome. The final difference is intelligence. Aaron is of average

intelligence. Bruce, on the other hand, is very intelligent.

Checklist

Below is a checklist for compare and contrast essays. Use it to check your own writing, or get a
peer (another student) to help you.

Item OK? Comment

The essay is a comparison and
contrast essay

An appropriate structure is used, either
block or point-by-point

Compare and contrast structure words
are used accurately

The criteria for comparison/contrast
are clear

The essay has clear thesis statement

Each paragraph has a clear topic
sentence

The essay has strong support (facts,
reasons, examples, etc.)

https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#what
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#what
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#structure
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#block
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#point
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#structurewords
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/candc/#criteria
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/structure/introduction/#thesis
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/structure/mainbody/#topic
https://www.eapfoundation.com/writing/essays/structure/mainbody/#topic

